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To ‘the’ moft virtuous 
and excellent Lady M"*, _ 
_.' BRIDGAT DUNCH 


a ww 


ait of the Immorta- 
a] lity’.of the- Soul, 
‘that t can-appre- 
ieee bend, and imbrace 
ety ibaarein dae | fuch aCoricepti- 
on; ands it may be. ome. kinde of 
Prophecy, of the: continuance; and 
aoe . A 3 lafting 


en ee ee Lee ee ee ee ee ee 


colleéted 


he 


_ The Epiftle 


‘aing of thefe Letters, that haw 
ving pean more then Sibyls 
P : 


leaves, I cannot fay into parts, but 


_ corners of the World, they have re- 

and united themfelves, — 
meeting at once, asit were, atthe 
fame fr ing, fr om whence they flovr- 


ed, but by Succefsion. — 


But, the puety of /Eneas to An- 
chiles, with the heat, and fervour of 


hi zxeale, had been dazelled, and 


extinguifbed by the fireof Troy,and 
Fate become his Tombe, had, 
not abrighter flame appeared in bis. 


Protection, asd Venus herfelf. de- 


 fcended with ber embraces, to prov 

te ber Martiall Champion. fo 
‘that there ts nofafer way, to. give a 

(perpetuity to. this reninant of ie - 


* 
ee ee ee 
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COLLECTION 
of Letters written to feverall - 
3 Perfons of Honour. , 


Could make fome gueffe whe- 
7\ ther fouls that go to heaven, 
. “vos retain any memory of us 
Ny 4ee . that flay behinde, if J knew 
“~~ Whether you ever thought of 
us, fince you enjoyed your heaven, which — 
is your felfjat home. Y our going away hath 
made London a dead carkafle. A‘Téarm,and. 
a Count do a little {pice and embalmeit, 
and keep it from putrefaction, but the foul 
went away in you: and I chink the onely 
- reafon why the plague is fomewhat flack- 
ned, is, becaufe the place is dead already; 


| and 
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oe er ee ers 


and no body left worth the killing Where: | 


foever you are, there is Landon enough : and’ 
itis a diminifhing of youto fa fo, fince 
you ate more ther thé teft of the world 
When you havéa defirero Work 4 miracle. 


- you will recuta hither, and raifa the place: 
thac are in Its. . 


from the dead, and the dead 
of which] am one, but thata hope that Ii 


have ¢ room in your favour keeps meative, 
which you: fhall aburidantly confirme to. 


me, if by one letter you tell ite, that you 


have received: wny fix, for now my lecters 
aré grown to that bulk, that] may divide 


them like Amuilis the Guules book, amatell: 
you, that this asthe firft hetcer of the feooind: 


_ Stranid’S. Peters. 


dey at.nine, Tour 'bambbleft, dead ul e8tsdisitte. 


 Pirvin i Ds. | 


Tos 


“Rerfens of Keone 
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To theworthieft Lady Mt, BW. : 


MADAME, pte 
eae the letters which I fend to you 
i fingle lofe themfelves by the way for 
want of a guide, or faine for want of cgm- 
pany. Now, that on your part there be ng 
excu(e, after three Angle leccers, J fend chree 
together, that every one of theny may have 
tyvo witnefles of their delivery. They come 
_ alfo to waite upon another letter from S‘ & 
Herbert, of whofe recovery from a Fever, 
you may apprehend a perfecter content- 
ment then we, becaufe you had none of — 
the former forrow. I am an Heretique if — 
it be fouad DoGrine, that pleafure sys 
belt after forrow. Forgpy part, Icam love 
~ healeh well enough, though I be never fick, _ 
andi never needed my Miftris frowns anc 
disfavours, to make her fayours acceptable 

to mac, Ja States,icis a weaknefs to flan 
upon a defenfive war, and Gfer natto be 
invaded, cheno have.avercome: foin our - 


fords health, an innocanceis .betrer then the 
at gen  B2. — hearta- 


. \ 


Letters to feverall 
heartieft repentance.And in the pleafures of — 
this life, itis better that the variety of the 
pleafures give us the tafteand ‘appetiteto 
it, then a fowre and fad.interruption quic- 
ken our ftomack,for then we live by Phy- 
fick. I wifh therefore all your happineffes 
{uch as this intire, and without flaw, or 
fpot of difcontentment,.and fuch is the love 
and fervice of | . 


Strand $. Peters _ Your humbleft and affeltionate/t 
_ dajata, | © fervant WD. 
To the fame. 
MADAME,» 


His letter which I fend enclofed ‘hath 
‘ been yours many-moneths, and hath 
languifhed upon my table for a paflage fo 
long, thatas others fend news in their let- 
rers, I fend an‘ antiquity in mine. I durft 
not tear it, after ic was yours : there is fome 
facriledge in defacing any thing confecrated 


to you, and fome impiety to defpaire that 
any thing devoted to you fhould not be re- 


ferved 


ia Perfons of Honour. 


ferved toa goad iffue. remember I fhould 


have fent it by a fervant, of whofe diligence 

I fee J was too confident. I know not 

whacit fays.: but } dare make this letter no 
longer, becaufe being very fure that Ial- 

ways think the fame thoughts of you, lam 
* afraid I fhould fall upon the fame words, 

and fofend one letter twice together. 

: 8 | | Your very affettionare 
Nepemb. 8. es Tae _ 


- Lothe Honourable LadyM".B.W. 
“ MADAME, — oe 
J Have but {mall comfort in this-letter 
ithe meffenger comes too eafily to. me, 
and Iam too fure that the letter fhall be de- 
livered. Alladventures towards you fhould 
beof more difficulty and hazard. But per- 
chance I rieed not lament this, it may befo 
— many of my tetrers are loft already chat itis. 
time that one fhould come, like: fobs fer- 
vant, to bring word, thatthe reft were loft. 
Ifyou have had more before; this.comes to 
| | B 3 aske 


aske how they were received ; and if you 
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have had none, itcomestotry haw they 
f{hould havebeen received. Itcames to you 
dike a bafhfull fervant, who though he have 
an extreme defire to put himfelf in your 
prefence, yet hath noc much to fay when he 
is come: yet hath t as much ta fay as 
you can think , :becaule what degrees fos - 
ever of honour, refpect, and devotion, you 
can imagine or beleeve to bein any, this 
letter tells you, that all thofe arein me co- 
wards you.Sozhar for this letter you are my 
Secretary ; for your worthinefs , and your 
opinion that I have a juft eftimation® of 
theen gwrite ic : fo chat it és as long, and gs 
goed, as youthink i; and nothing is lef 


tome, bue as awitnels, co fubfcribe the 


name of 7 _—s 
: Your wef. bundicfervent 


Though this letter. be yours, te will not mit 
become or difpropartion it thatI mention your — 
Noble brother, who is gone to Cleave,not to se- 
‘turn till towards Chriftmas, except the bufines 
deferve him not fo long. as 7 
| "To 


Perfons of flosour. 


Lo the Honourable L. the Lady Ki | 
_ Teh ere oo Pr ea upon 
 Mavane, > | a 
“T Hofethings which God diffolves at 
| & once, as he fall do the Sun, and! 
‘Moon, and thofe bodies at the lait confla- 
| Bfation, henever intends to reunite again;: 
bix in-thofe things, which he mkes in 
pres, ashe doth man, and wife, in chefe: 
divorces, by. death, and in fingle perfons,, 
by the divorce of body and foul, God hath: 
_ arother purpolt to make them up again. 
--Thiatpiece which hetakesto himitif is pre- 
femely colt ina nreuld, and in an @ftane. 
twade fit for his ule. _ heaven 45 not‘a 
place of a ‘proficiency , but-ef prefent per- 
; J ten, Tharpiscewbich icles beh ke 
wn ths ‘world bythe death of a parcchereof.. 
igrewes fitter and ‘ftrer for him, by the — 
Pood nle of his: cOreeetions, and the satire’ 
contormicy-to-his will. Nothing difpropot-- 
torts us, ‘hor makes ts'fo uncapable ofbe- 
‘ittg reuniced to'thofe whom weiloved'here, . 
2% , 4S: 


Sn a 2 a ae 
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as murmuring, or not adyancing the good. 
nefs of him, who hath removed them from 
hence. We would wonder, to fee a man, 
who in a wood were left to his liberty, to 
fell what trees he would, take onely the 
crooked, and leave the ftreighteft trees ; but 
that man hath perchance a fhip to build, 


and not a houfe, and fo hath ufe of that 
- kinde of timber : let not us, who know | 


that in Gods houfe there are many Manfi- 


ons, but yet have no modell, no defigne ‘of 
the forme of that building, wonder at his 


taking in of his materialls, why he takes 
the young, and leaves the old, or why the 


~ fickkpoverlive thofe, chat had better health. 


We are not bound to think that fouls de- 
parted, have develted all afleQions towards 
them, whom they left here, but we are 
bound to think, chat for all cheir loves they 
would not be here again : Then is the will 
ofGod done in Earth, as it is in Heaven, 
when we neither pretermit his actions, nor 
refift them ; neither pafs them over in an 
inconfideration, as though God had no 

hand 


Perfons of Honour. 


hand in them, nor goabout totake them 

out of his hands, as though we could direét 
him to do them better. As Gods Scriptures 
are his will, fo:his aétions are his will; 
both are Teftaments, becaufe they teftifie 
his minde tous. Itis not lawfulltoaddes 
fcedule to either of:his wills: as. they do 
ill, whoaddeto his written will, the Scri- 
ptures, a {cedule of Apcryphall books: fo 

- dothey.alfo, who to his other will, his ma- 
nifefted actions, adde Apocryphall condi- 
‘tions, and a. {cedule:of {uch limitationsas 
thefe, If God would ‘have ftayed thus long, 

or, IfGod would have proceeded in this or - 
this manner, I could have born i. To 

fay that our afflictions are greater then we — 
can bear, is fo near to defpairing, as that the 
fame words exprefs both, for when we — 
confider Caines words in that -originall 
tongue in which God {pake, we cannot tell 
whether the words be, My punifhment is 
greater then can be born; or,My fin is grea- 
ter then can be forgiven: But Madame, you 
who willingly facrificed your felf to: God, 


C. 
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in your obedience to him, in your own” 


ficknefs, cannot be doubted to difpute with 
him, about any part of you, which he fhall 


be pleafed to require at your hands.The dif- 


ference is great in the lofs, of an arme, or a 
head, ofa child, or a husband:butto them, 
who are incorporated. into Chrift, their 
head, there can be no beheading ; upon 


you, who are a member of the fpoule of 


~ Chrift the Church, there can fall no wi- . 


dowhead , nor orphanage upon thofe chil- 
dren, to whom God is father. Ihave not 
another office by your husbands death, 
for 1 was your Chaplaine before, in my 
daily prayers; but | fhall inlarge that office 
with other Colleéts, then before, that God 
will continue to you, that peace which you 
have ever hadin him, and fend you quiet, 
and peaceable difpofitions in all them with 
whom you fhall have any thing to de, in 
your tefriporall eftate and matters of chis 
world. 4mem - 
fimrtonsole ns TM ekfadliaie in Chri 
1624 | fefas Js Donne, . | 
: | q 


Perfons of Honour, 


To my honoured friend ST, Lucey. 
SIR, | a 
] Make account that this writing of letters, 
when it is with any feriouf{nels, isa kind 
ofextafie, and a departure and feceflion and 
fafpenfion of the foul, w™ doth then cému- 
nicate it felf to two bodies: AndasI would 
every day provide for my fouls laft convoy, 
though I know not when I fhall die, and 
perchance | fhall never die; fo for thefe 
extafies in letters, I oftentimes deliver my 


elf over-in writing when I know not 


‘when thofe letters fhall be fent to you, 
and many times they never are, for [havea 
little fatisfaétion in feeing a letter written 
to you upon my table,-though I meet no 


opportunity of fending it. Efpecially this - 


— {ummer, when either by my early retiring 
home, or your irrefolutions of your own 


purpofes,or fome other pofleflions of yours 


you did leffe reveale to me your progrefié, 
and ftations, and whereI might crofle you 
— bylecers, then heretofore : I make fhif 

ee C2 to 


wo OF 


| 
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to lay little fault upon you,becaufe my par- 


~ don might be eafier, if I tranfgrefsintoa 


longer and bufier letter then your Countrey 
{Sorts admic;but you may read ic in. winter: 
And by that time I may more clearly ex 
prefs my felf for thofe things which have 


- entred into me, concerning your foul: fox 
asthe greaté{t.advantage which mans foul is 


choughtto have beyond otheis,is that which 
they call Aétum reflexum, and iteratum, ( for 
Beafts do the {ame things as we do, but they 
do:not confider nor remember.the circum- 
ftances and iinducements ; and by. what 
power, and faculty, itis that they. do them) 


fo of thofe which they call Adium reflexum 


the nobleft is shat which refleéts upon the 
foul it felf, and confiders and meditates it, 
Into which confideration when. I walke 
after my. flow and: unperfect pace, I begin 
to think that as litigious men tyred with 
fuits, admit any arbitrement; and Princes 
travailed-with long and waftfall war, de- 


fcend to fuch: conditions: of peace, as they 
are foon after-afhamed.to have embraced: 


fa: : 


“ Perfons of Honour 


fo Philofophers, and fo all {ets of Chri- 


_ ftians afterlong difputations and contio- _ 


verfies, have allowed many things for po- 


-fitiveand dogmaticalftruths which are not 


worthy of that: dignity , And fo many 
‘do@trines have grown to be the ordinary 
diet and food of our fpirits; and have place 
inthe pap of Catechifmes, which weread- 
mitted but as Phyfick in that. prefene -di- 
ftemper, or accepted. in alazie wearinels, 
when men, fo they might have. fomething 


to relie upon, and to excufe themfelves 
from more painfull inquifition, never.exa+- 


mizied what that was.To which indifpoft- 
‘tion of ours, the Cafuufts are fo. indulgent, 
asthat they allow:a confcience to-adhere to 
any probable opinion againft a more pro- 


bable, and-do never binde himto feek out | 


which isthe more probable; but give him 
leave to diffemble it and to-depart from 
‘it,if by mifchance he: come.te know it 
This, asit appears in-all {ciences , fo moft 
‘manifeftly in Phyfick, which for.a long 
“time confidering nothing, but plain curing 


— C3 and: 
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and that but by example and precedent, 
the world at laft longed for fome certain 
Canons and Rules, how thefe cures | 
might be accomplifhed ; And when men 


_ areinflamed with this defire, and that fuch 


a fire breaks out thatrages and confumes in- 
finicly by heat of argument, except fome of 


authority interpofe. This produced Hippo- 


crates his Aphorifmes; and the world 


-flumbred or took breath, in his refolution 


divers hundreds of years: And then in 
Galens time, which was not {atisfied with 
the effect of curing, nor with the know- 
ledge how to cure, broke out another de- 
fire of finding out the caufes why thofe 
fimples wrought thofe effects. Then Galen 
rather to flay their ftomachs then that he 
gave them enough, taught them the quali- 
ties of the four Elements, and arrefted them 
upon this, that all differences of qualities 


proceeded from them. And after, (not 


much before our time) men perceiving that 
alieffects in Phyfick could not be derived — 
form thefe beggerly and impotent proper- 


tles, 


| P erfons of Honour. | 


ties of the Elements, and that therefore they 


were driven often to that miferable refuge. 


of fpecifique form, and of antipathy and 
fympathy, we fee the world hath turned 
upon new principles which are attributed 
to Paracel{us, but (indeed ) too much tohis 
honour. Certainly it is alfo fo in the Phy- 


fick of our foul Divinicy,for in the Primi- 


"tive Church, when amongft the Fathers 
there were fo divers opinions of the ftate 
of the foul, prefently after this life,chey eafi- 


ly inclined to be content to doas much for 


them dead as when they were alive,and fo . 


concurred in a charitable difpofition to 
pray for them; which manner of prafer 
then in ufe, no Chriftian Church at this 


day having received better light, will al- 
low of. So alfo when inthe beginning of 


S. Augu/lines time , Grace had been fo much 


advanced that mans Nature was {carcead- - 


mittedto be fo much as any means orin- 


ftrument (not onely no kinde of caufe) of 


_ hisown good works: And feen after in S. 
Aveu/tines time alfo mans free will (by fierce 
| oppoft- 


5 


«16 
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oppofition and arguing againft the former 


error) was too much overvalued,and ad- 


mitted into too near degrees of fellowfhip. 


with Grace ; thofe times admitted a 


doétrine and form of reconciliation, which. 
though for reverence to the time, both the. 
Dominicans and Jefuits at this day in their 


~ great quarrell about Grace and Free will 


would yet feem to maintaine , yet indiffe-. 
rent and difpafsioned men of that Church 


~ feethere is no poffibility in it,and therefore. 


accufeit of abfurdity and almoft ef herefie. 


‘I think it falls out thus al(o in the ‘matter of 
the foul: for. Chriftian Religion prefu- 


mitig.a foul,and intending principally her 
happinefs in the life to come, hath been 
contentto:accept any Way which hath been. 


obtruded ; how this foul is begun in us. — 


Hence it is that whole Chriftian. Churches _ 


~ areftrhemfelves upon propagation from pa- 


-yenits, and other whole Chriftian Churches _ 


allow onely infufion.from God, In both 
which opinions there appear {uch infirm1- 
ties as it is time to look for abetter:for. 

igre as ini 


— Perfons of Honours. 


_ pagation, can never evict neceflarily and 


certainly a naturall immortality in the foul, 


17, 


if che foul réfule out of matter, nor :fhallhe — 


ever prove that all mankind hath any more 
then one foul: as certainly of all beatts, if 
they receive fuch fouls as they have from 
their parents, every {pecies can have. but one 
foul. And they.which follow the: opinion 
of infufion fram God;and ofa new creation 
- (whichis nowthe morecommon opinion) 


» asthey canvery hardly defend the doétrin of 


__ original fin(the foulis forcedtotakethisin- 


"=." fe€tion,and comes not into the: body of her 


own difpofition ) fo fhall they never be 


— ableto prove thatalltchofe whom wefeein — 
the fhape of men have an immortall and 
reafonable foul, becaufe our parents are as — 


able as any other f{pecies is to give us afoul 
ofgrowth and of fenfe, and to perform all 
_ vitallandanimall fun@ions. And fo with- 
out infufion of fuch a foul may producea 
creature as wife and. well difpofed as any 

horfe ar: Elephant, of which degree many 
a ae D_ whom 


a 
| 18 
0 


ee A ECON 
— awhom we: fee conse far fhort, nor hath 


; Letvers to feverail — | 


God bound or declared hinnlelf that he will 


| 7 aluvays createa foulfor every embryon there 


is vet therefore no opinion in Philofophy, 
nor Divinity, fo well eftablithed as con- 
ftrains us to belveve,. both that the foul is 
smmortall,and chat every particular man: 
hath fach a oe : which fince out of the 

at mercy of ourGod we do conftandy. 
aan 1am afhamedthat we do not alfo. 


- know aby fearching farther: Bat as fome- 


times we had rather beleeve « Travellers lie 


then $0 t0 difprove him; fo men: rachee 


cleaverothefe ways then feck new: yet be- 
caufel havemeditated chere, I 'willfhortly _ 


- aquaimt youowich whit Echink.for € would 


not bein danger ofthat lave of Mofer, That 
itaman diga pit,and.cover it ‘not, he muft 
omnes thofe which are damnifed by 
at: which is-oftem imterpreted of fuch as. 


Shake old. opinions, and do not <ftablith 


new -as.certain, but-leave. confciences.in a. 
worle danger'then they found chemin. I 


beleeve that law of Mofes ‘hath in it fome 


myfterie: 


" Pefont of Henauk. 


merrare onely then bound to thatiadem-— 
nicy and compenfation, if an Oxe or.an 
Affe { that is, fuch as are of a ftrong confti- 
- tution and accuftomed to labour) fall these- 
in. but ic is not fatd fo, if 2 Sheep or ‘a 
Goat fall: no mere are we, sf mex in a 
fillinefle or wantoanefle will’ furable or 
takea {candall, bound co reétifie thean at 
all cimes. And therefore becaufe I juftly 


. prefame you ftrong and watchful enongh, 
Imakeaccouarthaolam nat ebnexiousto 


that Law, fence my medicavions are. neither 
too wide nor toa deep for you,excepr onely 
extended beyond your pationce andparden,; 
which E will thetefore cempt -no longest ag 
thistime. oe ae o | s 

chiepuonert and /ovi and nee 
fincelIfawyot; 


9 Ofek 


20 Letters to feveralt 
. ? : 
Ta the Nobleft Knight 5+. Edward Herbert L. of 
Cherbury; fent tohim with bis. | 
| | Book Biathanatos, | | | 


_ SIR, | : . | 
i accompt that this book hath e- 

_ S_nough performed chat which 1c under- 
took, both by argument and.example. Ic. 
fhall therefore the lefle need tobe it {elf a- 
nother example of the Doctrine Ik fhall 
not therefore kill it felf, that is, not bury: 
it felf, for if it fhoulddo fo;thofe reafons, 

by which that aé fhould be defended or . 
excufed, were alfo loft with it.Since it is con- 
tent to live,iccannot chufe a wholfomeraire 
then yeur Library, where Authors of all 
complexions are prefented. Ifany of them 
grudge this book a'room, and fulpec& it of 

mew or dangerous. doctrine, you who. 

know us all, can beft moderate. To-thofe 
reafons which I know your love to me wilt 
makein my favour and difcharge,you.may, 
adde this, that though this doctrine hath. 
noc been taught nor defended by writers, 

- Fe yet. 


—_ 


Perfons of Honour. 
yet they, moft of any fore of men in the 
world have practifedie, | 
- Tour very true and carneft friend 


andfervant and lover 
}. Donne, 


TS: Robert Carre sow Earle of Ankerum,with my 
. Book Biathanatos.at my going into Germany. 
, gia aaceaaas | 
above my promifes; How weak are my 
performances, when even my promifes are 


defeétive? I cannot promife, no not in 


mine owtrhopes, equally to your merit to- 
wards me: But befides: the Poems, of 
which youtook a promife, I fend you ano- 
- thet Book to: which there belongs this 
Hiftory. Ic was written by me many years 


fince; and becaufe it is upon a mifincter-_ 


table fubject,I havealways gone fo near 
apprefsing it, as that iris onely not burnt : 
no hand hath paffed upon it to copy it, nos 
many eyes to readit: onely to fome partt- 


~ ealar friends in both Univerfities, then 


4 


when I yritit, Ldid communicate 1t: An 
| a. 


‘ 


TR, | | 
Had need do fomewhat’ towards you — 


L 
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remember, Lhadthis anfwer, That cer- 
tainly, there was a falfe thread en it, but nox 
eafily found: Keep it, I pray with the {ame 
jealoufie; Iecany that your difcretion ad- 
mits tothe fight of it, know thedate of ic, 
and that it is a Book written by Jack Donne, 
and not by EF). Dome : Referve it for me, if 

I live,and ifI die I only forbid it the Preffe, - 
and the Fire: publifh it noc, but yet burn fe 
not; and beeween thofle, do what you will 
withit. Love meftill, thus fasre, for your 
own fake, that when you withdraw your 
love from me, you will finde fo many uns | 
worthineffes 1n me, as you grow afhamed 

of having had fo long, and | ) sauch, fucha 
thingas | 


Tour poor fer usut in Che. Pele > 
‘J. Donne, - 


_ To the Connteffe of Bedford. | és 

i MADAM, ee a a 
| A Mongft many other dignities which 

E A this letter hath by being received and 
teen by you, itis notthe leaft, thacit was — 
_o. : | ae 


ae ape of before was born : for your 
Srother told you in his deteer, chac I had: 
‘written : he did memuch honour both in: 
advanting my cruth fofarre as to- calla pro- 
_ mife an aG already done, and co provide 
me a means of doing him a fervice in this. 
ad, which is but come rightcomy & if: 
for by this performance ef- mine wn 
word, Lhave alfe juftified that part of +his. 
etter which concerned me, and it had: 
been a double puiltinefle in me, to have 


_  madehimn guilty cowards you. Ie makesno 
_ difference, chac this came: not the fame day, 


nor bears the.dame date as his, for though: 
in inheritances and worldly pofleffions we 
confider the dates of Evidences, yee in Let- 


ters, by which we deliver over our afe@i- 


ons, and affurances of friendfhip, atrd the 
befttacukies of owr fouls, times anddaigs 
cannot have intereft, nor ‘be confidetuble,, 
becaufezhat which paflesby them, is ever- 


nail, and ou of the meafireof time. Be- 


cane thereforeit isthe office of this Lerver, 


te-convey my'belt wifhes,and allthe ate : 
yg? iad | of . 


___ Perfons of Honour. a 
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of a noble love untoyou, (which arethe 


beft fruits that fo poor a‘foil, as my poot 
foul is,can produce) you may be pleafed to 


allow the Letter thus much of the fouls _ 


privilege, asto exempt it from ftraitneffe 
of hours, orany meafure of times, and fo - 


beleeve it came then. And for my part, I 


Shall make ic fo like my foul, that as, chat 


affection, of which it is the meflenger, be- 
gunin me without my knowing when, 


any more thenI know when my foul be. 


gan; fo it {hall continue aslong as that. 


Your moft affe tie friend and fervamt 
@ D. 


To the right honourable the Conntef of. Montgomery. 
Mapaw, - 7 | _ _ 
F my ability to doe your Ladifhip 
fervice, any thing may be an em- 


: 


- blemegood enough, for as a word vani- 


fheth, fo doth any powerin meto ferve 
you; things that are written are ficter tefti- 


_ monies, becaufe they remain and are per- 


Manent. — 


— Perfons of Honour. 
manent: in writing this Sermon which 
your Ladifhip was pleafed to hear before, I 
confefleI {atisfie an ambition of mine 
own,but it is the ambition of obeying your 
commandment, not onely an ambition ef 


leaving my namein the memory, or in the 


Cabinet: and yer, fince I am going out of 
the Kingdom, and perchance out of the 


world, (when God fhall have given my 
 feula place 1n heaven) it fhall the leffe di- 
minifh your Ladifhip, if my poor namebe | 
found about you. I know what dead car- 


kafles things writen are,in refpe& of things 


—_ But in things of this kinde, that - 


oul that inanimates them, receives debts — 


from them: The Spirit of God that di- 


étates them in the {peaker or writer, and is — 


prefent in his tongue or hand, meets. him- 
felfagain (as we meet our felves ina glafs) 


in-the eies: and hearts of the hearers and — 


readers : and that Spirit, which isever the 


fame to an equall devotion, makes a wri- 


ting and a{peaking equall meansto edifi- 


cation. In one circumftance,my preaching 
- Band 


an 
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“and my writing this Sermon is too equall : 


that that your Ladifhip heard in.a hoarfe 


-yoyce then, you read in a courfe hand now: 


but in chankfulneffe I fhall lift up my hands. 


 ascleanas my infirmities can keep them, 
and a voyce as clear as his fpirie fhall 


be pleafed co tunein my prayers in all places 
of the world, which fhall cither fuftain or 
bury 2 et a Hae 
— Your Ladifosps humble fervant = 

=e in Chraft efus j ‘a 


TE , whole year be but Autss ab Annalo, | 


becaule is returnes into it {elf what 41 


_. malas Thall be diminutive enough,to exprefs 


our weekly revolutions? In chaines the leafk 
linkes have moft curiofiry, but thac can be 
noemblem of us: but they have alfo the 
moft {trengtb,and chat may. The firft fphere 
onely which is refitted by nathing ablolves 


his courfe every day; and fo doth cue 


or 


friendfhip well placed, oftemiserate in act 


Perfons of Honour. 


lower fpheres, fubjeé& to the violence af 


that, and yetnaturally encouraged toa re- 
luctation againft it, have therefore many 
difteaGtions, and eccentricities, and fome 
trepidations,and fo return but lamely, and 
lately to the fame place, and office: fothat 
friendfhip which is not moved primarily 
by the proper intelligence, difcretion, and 
about the naturall center, vertue, doch per- 
chance fometimes, fome things, fomewhas 


like true friendfhip , buthath many devia . 


tions, which are ftrayings mio new loves, 
(not of. other men ; fow that is proper to 
tre wile friendfhip, which: is nat a mas- 
ring , bur.of other things), amd hath fuch 


trepudaniony.as keep ig from fhewing,icfelf, 


where greatperfonsdo.notlove, and it re- 


~— marns:te the une firft ftation and placeat 


friewdfhip plametarily, whichis uncextain— 


brand, feldome.. f have ever feenim Laidon, 


and ows Coure, as feme:calouss,and: habits, 


_ amdicontinuances, aod motions, and phrar 


«fe, and accents, and. fonge, farfriqnds.in. 
tase = ae fafhion 


' 


23 


Letters to feverall 


fafhion and in feafon : and I have feen 
them as fodainly abandoned altogether, 


though I fee no change in them, nor know 


_ fmore why they were left, then why they 


— though I averted: you 


were chofen. To do things by example, 


and upon confidence of anothers judgment 


may be fome kinde of afecond wifdome, 
butit 1s but writing by a copy : or indeedit 
is the hardeft ofall, and the iffte of the firft 
wifdome, for I cannot know thatthis ex- 
ample’ fhould be followed, except I knew. 


“that it is good, and fol judgemy Judge. — 


Our affent therefore, and arreft, muft be 
upon things, not perfons. And when we 


are fure we are in the right way, for great 


perfons, we may be glad of their company, . 
if they go our way; we may. for them 


change our place, but not-our end, nor our 


way, if there be but one, us in Religion. In 
perfevering init, itconceras as much what 
our companions be, but very much what 
our friends. In which I know I {peak not. 
dangeroufly nor mifappliably. to. you,as. 
om.any: of thofe — 


: ‘friends, 


Perfons of Honour. - 


— you or Lin. fome great circumftances of Re- 
_ ligion. You know I never fettered nor im- 
prifoned the word Religion; not ftraight- 
ning it Frierly, ad Religeones fathtias , (as 
the Romans call well their orders of Religi- 
on ) nor immuring it in a Rome, or a 
 Wittemberg, or a Geneva, they are all virtuall 
beams of one Sun, and wherefoever they 
finde. clay hearts, they harden them, and 
— moulderthem into duft , and they entender 
and mollifie waxen. They are net fo.con- 
trary.as the North and South Poles ; and 
thatthey are connaturall pieces of one cir- 


ele. Religionis Chriftianity, whichbeing 
too fpirituall to be feen by us, doth there- 


fore take an apparent body of goodiife and 


- ey 


friends, who are of other imprefSions then. 


woiks, fo falvation requires an. honeft . 


Chriftian. Thefe are the two Elements, 
and he which elemented from thele, hath. 


the complexién of a good: man, and a fit. 


friend. The difeafes-are, too much intenti- 


on into indifcreet zeal,and too much remif-. 
nefle and negligence by.giving {candall: for — 
2 . E 3. 


our 
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our conditionand ftate in this, is as infirm 


asin our bodies; where phyfitians conf- 


der only two degrees; ficknefle, and neu- 
trality ; for there is no health inus. This. 


Sir, L ufe co fay ca you, rather to havefo 


good a witnefle and corrector of my medi- 
tations, then ‘to advife; and yet to dathar 
too, fince it is pardanable in a friend: Not - 
ta flack yon towards thofe friends which — 
are seligtous in other clothes then we, (for. 

Amick yitia fe feras facis tua, is true of fuch 

fauls ) but to keep you awake againftfuch 
asthe place where you muft live will af- 
ten obtrude, which are not. onely naked, 


— ‘withow anyfafhion of fuch garments, but 


have neither the body of Religion , which 


_ is morallhonefty, and fociable faithfulness, — 


nov the foul, Chriftianicy. I know not how 
this paper fcaped laft week which Ifead 


_ now, was fo fure that Fenwrapped icthen, - 
that F fhowld be fo, fill, but shae lhad bue 


ene copy; forgive iras-you ufeto.do, From 
Micham inas vauchhafte, and with as ulb 
Pen and Inke, as the letter can. accufe. _ 

/ OF; 


a Perfons of Honour. | 
of. but with the lat andthe nexc weeks 


heart and affection. 


SIR, 


+ SL of more diligence, for I wrote ‘it in 

~ my bed, and with much pain.] have occafi- 
on to fit lace fome nights in my ftudy, 
_ (which your books makea prety library) 
and now I finde. that: chat room hath 2 


Tours very truely and affettionately | 


istetter hath more merit, then one 


wholefore emblematique ufe: for having - 


under it 2 vault, makethat promife me,.chae 


A fthall die reading, fince-my book and 2 


grave are fo near. Bue it hath anecher as 
_ unwholefome , that by raw vapors. 
rifing from thence, ( for] can impute itto 
nothing elfe) Ehave contraéted-a fickneffe 
which I cartnoe name nor defcribe. For it 
hath fo much ofa contimuall Cramp, thee: 
it wrelts the finews, fo much of a Tetane, 
that it withdraws and puls the mouth, and 


fo: 


~ 


ve 
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fo much of the Gout, (which they whofe 


counfellI ufe, fay it is )that it is not like 
to be cured, though Iam too hafty in three 


days to pronounce 1c. If it bethe Gout, I 
am miferable, for. that .affects.dangerous. 
"parts, as my neck and breft, and ([think © 


fearfully) my ftomach, but it will nor kill 


mac yet; I thall be 1n this world, like a por- 


terina great houfe, ever neareft the door, 
but feldomeft abroad: I fhall have many 
things to make me weary, and yet not get 


- leavetobegone, If Igo,1 will provide by - 


my beft means that you fuffer not for me, 
in your bonds. The eftate which I fhould 


~ leave behinde meof any eftimation, is my. 


poor fame,inthe memory of my friends, — 
and therefore I would be curious of it, and. 
provide that they repent not to have loved. 
me. Sincemy imprifonment in my bed, I. 


- have made-a meditation in verfe, which I. ° 


calla Litany, the word you know imports. 
no other then {upplication,but all Churches 


have one forme of fupplication , by that 


name. Amongft ancient annals I mean. 
: | | fome - 


e 


Per fons of Honour. 
{ome 800 years, [have met two Letanies 
in Latin verfe, which gave me not the rea- 
fon of my meditations, for in goed faith I 
thought not ~ themthen, but they give 


me a defence, ifany. manstoa Lay man,and 


. aprivate, impute ic asa faule, to take fuch © 


divine and publique names, to his own 
little thoughts. The firft of thefe was made 


‘by Ratpertus a Monk of Suevis, and the 
other by S.Notker,of whom I will give you 


this note by the way, chat heis a private 
Saint, for afew Parithes, they were both 
but Monks, and the Letamies poor and bar. 


barous enough; yet Pope Nicolas the 5, va- 
ued their devotion fo much, that he cano- — 


nized both their Poems, and commanded 
them for publike fervice m their Churches: 
mine is for lefler Chappels, which are my 


friends, and though a copy of it were due 


to you, now, yet lam fo unableto ferve my 
felf- with writing it for you at this time, 


‘(being fome30 ftaves of 9 lines) that I muft 
_ Antreat you cotake a promife chat you shall. 


| have the firft, for a teftimony of that duty 


F which 


3t. 
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which I owe toyour love, and to my felf 
who ain bound:to cheriflvic by my'belt of: 
fiees. That by. which’ it will-deftive beft 
accepration, if, That sieithér the Roman 
Churcly ‘rieed-dall it dee Give,; becaule ié 
abhors-niot the particular miehtion of the 


bleffed ot tiumphers in heaven .-nor the | ) 


Reformed can difcreetly accurfe it, of attri« 


buting’ more: thet’ a: iectified devotion 
oright todoe. “The day before I: lay down d 


Fewas at London, where I delivered your Let- 
ter for S* Ad Compay, and received another 
for you, with the copy of'my Book, of | 


whrch it is impoft wie hah? Kenda 


copy {6 foon,for it is not of much lefle then 


300 pages. If Fdie, i fhall-come to you. 
my that fathion that-your Letrerdefirés ic 
If f warm Again, (a8 Ehave often: fee ftrchi 


— beg~gers as my itdifpoficion is,end them- 


Kelves fodti; and tite patient as Toon) yon 
and:I firal fpedk together of that befiré it be 


‘too late to fetve you ih: that comindind 
ment. “Ac this time] onely affure you, that 


Thave ‘not appoited ic tpon ‘any perfor, 


nor 


| Perfons of Honour. 


perchance you thought, and: grounded 
your requeft thereupon. A Gent. that vifl- 


ted meyefterday told me that our Church — 


hath loft M* Hugh Broughton, who 1s gone 
tothe Romanfide. [have known before; 
that Serarius the Jefuie was an inftrumene 
from Cardinall Barontusto draw him to 
Rome, to accept a ftipend, onely to ferve 
the Chriftian Churchés in controverfies 
with the Jews, without indangering 
himfelfto change of his perfwafion in par- 
ticular deductions between thefe Ghriftiari 
Churches, or being enquited of,or rempted 


thereunto. And I hopehe is no otherwife — 


departed from us. If he be, we fhall not 
e{cape {candallin ic; becaufe, though hebe 
aman of many diftempers, yet when he 
fhallcome'to eat affured bread, and.to be 


remmoved from parualities, to which want 


drovéhim, tomake -hinsfelf a reputation, 
and rarfe up favourers; you fhallfee in that 
courfe of oppofing the Jews, he. will pro- 

duce:worthy things: and our Church. will 
ae ae, F 2 pet- 
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pe ee er ee 


- 


you may fee that my Letters ———. 
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perchance blufh to have loft a Souldier fit 


for chat great barrell ; andto cherifh onely 
thofe fingte Duellifmms, between Rome and 
England, or that more fingle, and almoft 
felf-homicide, between the unconformed 
Minifters, and Bithops. . I writ to you laft 
week that the plague increafed , by which 


te ns — opinion of the 
fong, ‘not that make fuch erifles for praife, 
but becaufe as longas you {peak compara- 

eively of it with mine ownsand not abfo- — 
lutely,fo long Iam of your opinion even at 
this time, when J humbly thank God. Task _ 


— & have his comfort of fadder meditations, 


Idoe not condemn in. my felf, that I have 


given my wit fuch evaporations,as thofe, if 


they be free from prophanenefs, or obf{cene 


provocations. S" you would pity me if you 


faw me write, and therefore will pardon 


me if writeno more: my pain hath drawn 
way head fo much awry, and holds it fo, 
— that mine eie cannot follow mine hand: 


J seceive-you. therefore into my. prayers, 
os oe | with. 


Perfons of Honour. 


_with mine own weary foul,and commend 
my felf to yours. I doubt not but next 


week I fhall be good news to you, for I 


 havemending or dying on my fide, which 
is two to one. If I continue thus, J thal 
have. comfort in this, that my B. Saviour 


exercifing his Juftice upon a two world. | 


ly parts, my fortune, and body, refervesall 
his mercy forthat which beft tafts it, and 
moft needs it, my foul. I profeffeto you 
cruly, that my lothneffeto give over now, 


_ feems to. my felf an ill fign, that F fhall 


write no more. 


Jo 


- To my worthy and honoured friend M: George 
ee | Garet. OC 
S1R, a 

: | Amforry, # your care of me have made 
you importunete any body elfe; yet I 

cannot be very forry becaufe ic gives new 

teftimonies of your favour to me,of which 

_ Hall ever be very glad, and. (that which 


5 = 


Your poor friend, and Gods poor patient, 
_ Jo. Donne. 7 
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ismy onely vertue) thankfull: fo defpe- 


_. Letters to feverall 


rate fortunes as mine, may well make 
friends loth to doe curtefies, becaufe an ine 
ability in deferving or requiting takes from . 
them the honour of having donea curtefie, 
and leaves it but the poor name of an alms, 
and alms may be given in eafier proporti- 
ons, and more meritorioufly. But S‘, by 
what name or weight foever you efteem 
this kindneffe which you have done me, I 
valueitfo, as might alone perfwade me of 
your careofme,; in recompenfeof which, . 
you muftbe pleafed to accept new affuran: | 

cesthatlam et 


‘I pray let my fervicebe — Your very affettionate fervanr, 


prefented by you to : iJ. Donne. - 
At Roope. | ; oe , 
: | = a v &. : 


To M: George Garet. 


2. -S3rr, : Pa ee: Sete: a oe 
] Have not received that Letter, which by _ 
this.I perceive you fent to London; ifthere _ 
were any thing in that, by which I might 
have taken occafion to have done-you fer- 
: es . VICE 


— | Perfons of Finis. 


vice before this time ,. 1 havea double rea- 
fon of grief for the wantofit. Tcame from 
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thence upon Thurfday, where Ilete:Sie-Fho. _ 


Roe fo indulgent to his forrow, as it had 
been an vey to have interrupted it ‘with 
my unufefull company. I have done. no- 


thing of that kinde as your Letter inti-. 


_ mates; in the memory of that good Gentle- 
— -woman,if Fhad, [fhould not finde any 

better ule of ir, then to put it into your 
hands. You teach me what I owe her 


memoty; and if I pay that debtfo, you 


have a part and intereftin it, by doing me 
the honour of remembring it: and there- 


fore itmuft come quickly coyou. I hope - 


not for your return from Court, ull Icome 
_ thither, which if] can be mafter of iny felf, 
orfervantto my felf, which! think is all 
one, [hope to do fome ten dates hence, ma- 
king it my way to the Bathe. If you find any 


chére that have not forgor my name, conti- — 


hue me in their favour, and hold in your 
felfa firm affurance thatam == 
ie meee affettionaté Jervant J. Donne! 


~* . 
1? 


To 


‘4 
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To M* Martha Garet. 


 MADA ME, : 
Hough there be much merit, in the fa- 

|B vour your brother hath done me in a 

vifit, yet that which dothenrich and per- 


fectit, is, that he brought you with him, 


which he doth, as well by letting me fee 
how you do,as by giving me occafions,and. 
leave to talk with you by this Letter : if you 
have any fervant, which wifhes you better 
then I, at muft be becaufe heis able to put 


his wifhes into a better frame, and exprefle 


them better, and underftand proportion, 


and greatneffe better then I. I am willing 


to confefle my impotencie, which is, that 
1know no wifh good enough for you, if -- 
any doe, my advantageis, that Ican exceed 

his, by adding mine toit. Youmuft not | 
think that I begin cothink thus, when you 


__ begin.to hear it, by a Letter ; As fometimes 


by the changing of the winde,you begin to 
hear a Trumpet, which founded long be- 
fore you heard it; fo are thefe thoughts 


of 
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though they have feldome the help. of 


this conveyance to your knowledge: lam. 


loth to leave; for as long as inany fafhion, 
Ican have your brother and you here, you. 
make my houfe a kinde of Dorvey, but 
fince I cannot flay you here, I willcome 
thither to you, which I do,by wrapping up 
_ inthispaper,thehearcof =| _ 
Your moft affettionate fervant. 

.. j.Donne . . 


a 


To Sir Thomas Roe. 
sik, | 7 


Al 


of you. familiar and otdinary in me, 


ly isaneafe to your friends abroad, that — 


you are more a man of bufineffe then © 
heretofore ; for now it were aninjuryto — 


trouble you with a bufie Letter. But by the: 
fame reafon-I were inexcufable ifI fhould 
not write atall, fince the lefle, the more ac- 
_ ceptable; therefore, Sir, though [have no 
more to fay, butito renew the obligations 
Thaye towards:you, and te continue my 


— 


place 
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place in your love, | would not forbear to 


ell you fo. IFT fhall alfacell:you,that when. 
this place affords any thing worth. your 
hearing, I will be your relator, [think Leake. 
fo lang a day,as you wonld forget the debs, 


| appeae yet,to belo. barren. Howloever 


every commodity, | fhall fay fome- 
thing, thqugh it be buta defcant upon. this. 
plain so aii am, 


| Tour affettionate ore 
7 J. Donne, 


| ae all my ire: Sir, oe 
SIR, 

| Am not weary of writing , ; it 1s the 
courle but, durable garment af my love 


butlam weary of wanting you. Thavea 


minde like thofe bodies, which have hoe 
Livers, and cold ftomachs.;’ on fach:a dif 
temper, astravelled me: at Paris; 2 Fever , 


and dylentery: in. which that which is phy. 


fick toone infirmity, nowrifhes the other. 


| Sq. Labhoz nethingmore then {adnefle, ex- 


cept thevordinary nensedy; change of com- 
te pany.. 


~ Perfons of Honour, 


Ie,appliableto my confpany,bur not grepule, 
to herd my felfinevery troup. Itis not per- 
fectly crue whicha very fubtil, yet very deep 


wit Averroes fays, that all mankinde hath © 
but one foul, which informes and -tulesus | 


-all,as one Intelligence doth the firmamtent 
andallthe Starres nic; a$ though a parti- 
cular body were too litte an organ fora 
foul to play upon. And it is: 28 imperfed 


which is ranghe by that religion w°" is moft 


accommodate to fenfe(I dare not fay to rea- 


fon(though it have appearartee of that too) 


becaufenone may doubt butthatthac reli- 
gion is certainly beft, which is rexforiablelt) 
That all mankinde hath one protecting 
Anvel . all Chrifttats on¢ other, ail Englifh 
one other, all of one’ Corporation arid ever 
civill coagulation of fociety ofte other ; ane 
everyman one other. Theugh-both thefe 
opinistis etpreffe a eruth, which is;chae 


| i Boon et 3; 
party. Ican allow iny felf to be Ananal focia. 


mankinde hath very flrong bounds to co- — 


habic and concurré'in other’ then moun- 


taints and hills during his life: Firft, com- 
ea oe | G 5 


maqn, 
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mon, and mutuall neceffity of one ane- 
ther; and therefore naturally in our de- | 


_ fence, and fubventions we firft flieto our 


felves ; next, to that which islikeft, other 
men. Then, naturall and inborn charity, 
beginning at home, which perfwades us 


- togive, that we may receive : And legall 


charity, which makes us alfo forgive. Then: 
an ingraffing in one another,and growing 
together bya cuftome of fociety : and iat 

ofall, ftri@ friendfhip, in which band © 
men were fo prefumed to be coupled, chat 
our Confeflor King had a law, that. if a 
man be killed, the murderer {hall pay a fum_ 
felago (wo, which the interpreters call, fide li 
gato, et comite vite. Allthefe bands I willing- 


ly receive, for no man is lefle of himfelf 


then I: nor any man enough of himfelf 
To be {o,1s all one with omnipotence. And. 
itis well marked, chat in the holy Book, 
wherefoever they have rendered Almighty, 


the word is Self-fufficient. I think feme-. 


times.that the having a family fhould re- _ 


~ move me farre from the curfe of Ya foli. 


Bur. 
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But in fo ftrict obligation of Parent, or 
~ Husband, or Mafter, (and perchance it is 


45 


fo in the laftdegree of friendfhip) where _ 


all are made one, Iam not the leffe alone, 
for Being, in the midft of them. Therefore 


this oleum laetitie this balme of our lives, this 
-alacrity which dignifies even our fervice to - 


God, this gallant enemy of dejeétion and 
fadneffe, (for which and wickednefle the 


Italian allows but one word, Z7i/le: And 


in full condemnation whereof it was pro- 
phefied of our blefled Saviour, Non erie 
triftis, in his converfation) muft befoughte 


and preferved diligently. And fince ic — 


grows without us,wemutt befure to gather 
itfrom the right tree. They which place 
this alacrity only in a goed confcience; 
deal fomewhat too roundly with. us, for 


when. we aske the way, they fhew us the. 
town afar off:. Willa Phyfitian confulted. 


for health and ftrength; bid you have good: 
_ finews and: equall temper? It is erue, chat 

this con{cience is the: refultance of all-other 
particular actions. ft 1s.0ut criumph-and 
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banquet in the haven; but I wouldcome 


towards that alfo, (as Mariners fay ) 
with amerry winde, Our nature is Mete- 


orique, we refpect ( becanfe we partake fo) 


both earth and heaven, for as our bedies 


glorified fhall be capable of {pirituall joy, 


- foourfouls demerged into thofe bodies, 


word I durft 


are allowed to partake earthly pleafure. 
Our foul is not fene hither, only to go back 
again: we have fome errand to do here: 


nor is itfent into prifon, becaufe it comes 
innacent: and he which fencit, is juft. As 
we may not kill our felves, fowemay not 
bury our felves: which is done or endan- 
geredin a dull Monaftique fadneffe, which 
is fo much worfe then jolity (for upon thae 


RO CF certainly defpair is in- 
finitly worfe,then prefamption: beth be- 
caufe thisis an excefle of love, that of fear; 


and becaufe this is up, that down the hill. 


eafier,and more ftumbling, Heaven is ex- 
ptefled by finging, hell by weeping. And 
though our blefled Saviour be-never noted » 
oo _ "to 
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to have langhed, yet his continuance is faid 
ever to be fmiling. And that even moderate 
mitth of heart, and face, andallI wifhto 
my felf; and perlwade you tokeep. This 
alacrity isnot had bya general charity and e- 
quanimutytoall mankinde, for that isto 
feek fruit in a wilderneffe: nor from a‘in- 
gular friend; for that is to fetch it out of 
your own pocket: but the. various and 


abundant grace of it, is good company. In 


which no rank ,.no number, no quality, - 


butill and. fach 2 degree of that as may 


+7 


corrupt and poyfen the gocd; is-exempr. 


For in nearer: then them, your friend, and 
fomewhat nearer then he, in your felf you 


mutt aliow:fomeinordinatencfk of affecti-. 


ons and paffions. Fort is nor ernethatthey 


are noc natural, but formes and tempefts of | | 


our bloud and hamours: for they are na- 
rarall, bur fackdy: And as the Indian’ priefts. 


exprefied an: excellent charity, by building’: 

birds aad beafts famed’ by mifchante, or 

age, orlabour: fo. mult we, nor cut - | 
: | | ue: 
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bur cure thefe affections, which are. the 


~ beftiall parc. 


To sir Hi. Goodtre. 


SIR, | | 
BE Very tuefdayI make account that] curr 


a great hour-glafs, and confiderthat a 
weeks life is run out fince I writ, But if I 
aske my felf what I have donein the laft 
watch, or would doin the next, I can fay. 


| nothing, if I fay that I have pafled it with- 


out hurting any, fo may the Spider in my 


window. The primitive Monkes were 


excufable in their retirings.and enclofites 
of themfelves: for even of them every one © 
cultivated his own garden and orchard, 
that is, his foul and body, by meditation, 
and manufactures; and they ought the 
worldno more fince they confumed none. 
of her fweernefle, nor begot others to bur- . 
den her. But for me, if I were able to huf- 
band all my time fothriftily, as not onely 


- notto wound my foul in any minute by | 


actuall finne, but not to rob and coufen her 


by 
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but beftowic all upon: her in meditation,yee | 


even in that ] fhould-wound her more, and 
contract another guiltineffe: As the Eagle 
were very unnatural! if -becaufe fhe is able 


todo it, fhe fhould® pearch a whole day. ° 


upon a tree, flaring in contemplation of 
_ the majeftie and glory of the Sun, and ler 


her young Eelets ftarve in the neft.. Two | 


of the moft precious ‘things which God 
hath afforded us here, fot the agony and 
exercife of our fenfe and fpirit: which are 
a thirft and inhiation after the next life, 


anda frequency of prayer and meditation — 


in this,are often envenomed and putrefied, 
and {tray into'a corruptdifeafe: foras God. 
doth thus occafion, and pofitively concurre 


to evill that whena man.is purpofedtodo _ 


agreat fin,Gad infufes fome good thoughts 
which make him choefé a leffle fin, or 
leave out fome circumftance which aggra- 
vated that; fo the devill doth not only fuffer 
but: provoke us to fomethings naturally 

good, upon condition: that: we {half omit 
J H 


fome 
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fome other more neceflary and. mereebhi-. 


bus thar J canner tell whas, is nowander. 


xy. And this is his greateft fubsiley,. 
ont heyein we hayethe deceicfult at 
fort of having. done well, and can very 
hardly {pie our exrour becaufa:icisbuoan 
infentible omiffion, and, no accufing ac 
With the firft of chefe] have often fufpected: 
my felfto be overtaken; whichis, witha 
defire of the nexs lifq: which though E 
know it is not. meerly outofa.wearinefle 
of this,, becaufe bk had the fame: defires: 
when 1: went. with the tyde, and enjoyed 
faiser hopesthen now: yet I doubt worldly. 
encombranceshave encreafed-it.f wouldnor. 
thar death fhould take me aflerp.. E would. 
not have him meerly feife. me., and onely 
declare me to be dead, bur: win me, and> 


—evercome me. When I mult fhipwrack , 


Lwould-dg icin a Sea,wheremineimpo- 
sencie might have fome-excufe., not in 2 
{ullen weedy lake, where bcould:not have 
fo much. as exercife fot my fwimming. 
Therefore, I would fain do {omreching; — 


For | 


-——_ +: 
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For to chufe, és to dos ‘bar tobe no part of 


any dsody, is to ‘be govhing. Atmott, ohe 
gieacelt perfons, are but grem wens, and 
excteltences. mien of wit and delighefoll 
converlation, but as moales for emament, 
except they be fo incorporated into the bo- 
dy of the world thatthey contribute fame- 


thing to the filtentation of the whole. This — 


_ Tmade account that 1 begun early, when I 
underftood the ftady of our laws : buc was 
diverted by theworft voluptuouliies which 


isan Hydroptique inmmroderate defire of | 


humaacefearning and laagaapes: ‘brauc 
full ornamentste preat forcunes ; but mine 
needed an occupation, atid acourfle which 


{thought I entred well into, when Tfab. _ 


mitted my felf to fuch a fetvieeas [thought ~~ 


might .imployed thofe poor advan- 
tages, Which [had. And there I {tumbled 


too, yet | would try again: for to this hour 


Lam nothing, of fo hiele, thac Tam fcarce 


fubjéct and argument goodenough forone 


‘ofmine -own letters: yet fear,chat doch 


not ever proceed froma goedroet,thal. 
oe we H2 


am 
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am fo well content to be leffe, that is dead. 
You, Sir,are farreenpugh from thefe de- 
{cents, your vertue keeps you fecure, and 
your naturall difpofition to mirth will pre- 
ferve you; but lofe none of thefe holds,a 
flip is often as —— as a bruife,and 
though you cannot fallto my lownefle, yer 
in amuch leffe diftraction you may meet 
my fadneffe, for he is no fafer which falls 
from an high tower into the leads,then he 
which falls from thence to the ground; 
make therefore to your felf fome mark, and 
go towards it alegrement. Though I be 
in {uch a planetary and. erratique fortune, 
that I can do nothing conftantly, yet you 
may finde fome conftancy in my conftant 


_ Your hearty true friend 
J. Donne. — 


I came this evening from’ M. Jones bis houfe.. 
in Effex, where M, Martin bath been, and left 
a relation of Captain Whitcocks death perchance tt is 3 
no news toyou, but it wasto me: without doubt ed 
we 0 
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broke him; for when M, Hollands company by 
reafon of the plague broke, the Captain fought tobe at 
Mis, Tones boufe, who in her husbands abfence 
declining it, be went in the night, bis boy carrytng bis 
cloakbag, on foot to the Lord of Suflex,who gomg next 
day to bunt, the Captain. not then fick, told bum he 
would fee him no more. A Chaplain came up to him, 
to whom be deltvered an account of his under/tanding, 
and I hope, of his belie(e, and fon after.dyed ; and my 
Lord bath buryed bum with his own Anceftors. Per- 
chance bis life needed a longer fickneffe, but a man may 
gofafter and fafer, when he enjayes that day light of a 
clear and {c ound undexftanding, then in the night or 
twilight of an ague.or other dijeafe. And the grace of 
Almighty God doth every thing [uddenly and haftily, 
* but depart from us, it inlightens.us, warms ws heats us,. 
savithes us, at once. Such a-medtcin, I fear,pis tncon- 
sderation needed , and I hope as confidently that he 
had it. As our foub is infafed Wwhen it ts created, . 
and created when it is infufed, fo at her going out Gods 
mercy is had by asking, and. that is asked by having. 
Left yourPolelworth carrier fhould coufen me,] fend 
my man with this letter early to London, whither 
this Tue(day all the Court come toa Chriftenng at 
a. HH 3 Arondell 


fea ite er i aca | RE Ec a ye 
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Arondell boxfe, and flay in town jo that Iadf up 
with the goed Lady and smite 45AIN £0 wepryXyp to yon sf 
any thing be occa/temed there, which concems you, and — 
Lwilleell ber fo. next day they are toretumn ts Ham- 
_ Pton, and upon friday the King to Royfton. 
a 
7 To Sey H. Goodere. 

SIR, _ 2 

F this which I fend you inclofed giveme 

_ Aright intelligence, { prefent you a.way by 
which you may redeem ail your former 
waftes,and recompenfe your ifl fortunes, 

in having fometimes apprehended . unfue.- 
cesfull fuirs and (that which [ prefume you 
- affect molt ) cafe your felf from al future © 
 inquifition of widowes ot fiich bufineffes 
| asaske fo over induftriousa purfuir, as de- 
weft a man frem his beft happineffle of en- 
 * «joying himfelf-1 give you (Ithink)the Art 
_ knowledge, of two millions confifcared to 

__ the Crown of England: of which I dare 
~ affure my felf the coffers have yet touched 
__ -Mone,nor have the Gommi(sioners for {vies 
= % 2. any 
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any thing ta oppofe againit a fuicfounded 
por this, confifcacien, though they hold 
never fo frilly cotheiz intruGions. After 
you haveferved your felf with aproportion, 
Ipray, make: a petition ie my name for as. 
much as you think may begiven me for my: 
book out of chis; for ,burout of this, I have 
no imagination: Aud for a token of my-de- 
fire vo ferve: him, prefene Mi Fonda: 
with 3 on 4000 l.ef this fince he was.fa re~ 
folved. never ta. leave his place, without a 
fait of thatvalueJ] with yeur coufen in the. 
town: Ketter provided,buc.if he benor, here: 
isenoughforhim. And fincekam ever an. 
affectionate fervant to chatjourney,acquaint 
_ M, Matus from: me, how ealie sowill be. 

togetia. sand pare of thisfor Magena: Upon. 
the lkaft petition that M: Brook can pre. 
fenthe may make himfelf wholeagain, of 
all which the Kings: fervants Mu... Leptex: 
"and mafber Wateraafe |have endammiaged! — 
~ him. Give him Jeave to offer: to Mu. 
Flakevall enough to. pleafe himfelf, far his 
| Anran. Regina: Aad. if Mi. Ghenerd( Have. 


nO: 


_ Letters to feverall 
no prefent hopefull defigne upon a worthy | 
Widow , let him have fo muchof this as. 
will provide him.that houfe and coach. 
which he promifed to lend. me at my re- 
turn. If M. Inago Jones be not fatisfied 
for his laft Maske ( becaufe I hear fay it 
cannot come to much) here is enough to. 
behad: This is buta copy, but if Sir Ro.: 
Cotton have the originallhe will not deny ic 
you; if he hath it not,no body elfe hath ic, 
nor can preventyou;husband it well, which 
you may eafily doe, becaufe I affuure my felf 
none of thechildren nor friends of the par- 
ty condemned will crofle. you or impors 
tune the King for any part. If I get no 


~ more by it, yet ithath made me.a Let.. 


ter. And Sir ( to depart from this Mine) > 


in what part of my Letters foever you find 
the remembrance of my humble fervice . 


tomy Lord of Bedford,1 befeech youever: — 


think them intended for the firft,andin that 
ranke prefent them. I have yet received but 
one Letter from you which was of the — 


— 10 of December by M. Pory, but you fee that 
= | as 
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as long as there is one egge left in the neft, I 
never leave laying, nor fhould although 
you had fent none fince; allatlaft will not - 
amount to fogoodateftimony as I would 
fain give how much lam, GG 


Your affettionate fervant aud lover, 
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Sir, I write this Letter in nocvery great degree ofa 


convale(cence from fuch ftorms ofa flomach colick as 
kept.me ina continnall vomiting, fo that Iknow not 
what Ifhauld bave been able to doe to difpatch this 


winde; bit that an boneft fever came and Wwias my phy-_ 


fick: Itell you of it onely le/? fome report fhould make 


it worfe,; for me thinks that they who love to adde to 


news [hould think it a mafter-piece tobe able to fay no 


worfe of any ill fortune of mine thenit deferves, fince 


— commonly st deferves worfe then they can fay, but they 


did not, and I am reprieyed. I finde dying to belike 
thofe fatts-which denying makes felony: whena fick- 
néfJe examines us, and we confefS that we ‘are willing 


todie, we cannot; but thofe who are-----incurre’ the 


penalty: and Imay die: yet, if talking ‘idly be anill 
fign. : God bewithyous' ee 


ss —istséCLetter's too feverrael] 


To the fame, 
SIR, | 

[7 isin our State ever held for a good fign. 
to change Prifon, and mele Signoria de 
mz, 1 wall think it fo, that my fickneffe hath 
given me leave to come to my London-pri- 
fon. I made no doubt but my entrance-pain | 
— (for it was fo ratherthen a fickneffe, but 
that my fadineffe pucrefied and corrupted it 
to that name) affected you alfo, for nearer. 
— Contras then generall Chriftianity, had: 
_ made ws fo much towards one, that one 
_-partcannotefcape the diftemper of the o- 
. ther. I-wastherefore very carefull, as welt 
to flack any forrow which my danger - 
might.eccafton in you; a3 to give you the 
comfort of having been heard in your 
: prayers. for me, to tell yor as {oon asmy: 
| pain retmitted whag, fteps | made-towards. 
heath, which I-didlaft week. This Tuef-. 
_ gaymorning- your man brought mea Let- 
ter, which (fhe had not found me at Lon- 

don) I {ee he had a hafty:commandmentto™ 

a i. have 


% 


have brought to Micham. S‘ though my for- 


tune hath made mefuch as I am, rather a 
ficknefle and difeafe of the world then any 
part of it, yet Iefteemed my felf fo far from 
being foto you, as lefteemed you to be far 
from being fo of the world, asto meafure 
‘men by fortune or events. Iamnow gone 
fo far cowards health, as there is not infir- 
mity enough left in me for an affurance of 
fo much nobleneffe and truth, as your laft 
Letter is to work upon, that might cure a. 
_ greater indifpofition then Iam now in:And 
though if I had died, I had not gone 
without teftimonies of fucha difpefition © 
in you towards the reparation of my for-_ 
tune, or prefervation of my poor reputati- 
on; yet 1 would live, and be fome fuch 
thing as you might not be afhamed to 
love. Your man muft fend away this hour 
_ in which he vifits me; and [ have not yet 
~ (for came laft night) offered co vific my 
~ La. Bedford, and therefore have nothing to 
fay. which fhould -make me grudge this 
ftraitneffe of time.He tels me he fends again | 
a | I2 upon 
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upon Thurfday, and therefore I will make an 


end of this Letter, and perfect ic then. I 


doubt my Letters have not comedulyto - 
your hand, and that writing in my dun- 
geon of Michim without dating, have made 
the Chronologie and fequence of my Let- 
ters perplexed to you ; howfoever you fhall 
not be rid of this Ague of my Letters, 
though perchance the fit change daies. I 
havereceived ina narrow compaffe three 
of yours, one with the Catalogue of your 
Books, another I found here lefc laft Sater- 
day by your man, and this which he 
brought me this morning Sir, I dare fit 
no longer in my wafteoat, nor haveany 
thing worth the danger of a relapfe to 


_ write, Lowe you fo much of my health, as 


1 would not mingle you in any occafion of 
xepairing it, and therefore here ask leavero 


kifle your hands, and bid you good mor- 


row and farewell. 


Tour very true friend and fervant 
J Donn. 


iva oe Te 
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| JoS' H.G. 
S1R, | : : | a 
| | fhould be no interruption to your 
pleafures, to hear me often fay that I love 
you, and that you are as much my medita- 
tions as my felf: I often compare not you 
and me, but the fphear in which your re- 
folutions are, and my wheel ;. borh [hope 
concentrique to God :- for. me thinks the 
- new Aftronomice is thus appliable well, that 
—wewhichare alittleearth, fhould rather 
move towards God, then thathe which is 
fulfilling and can come no whither,fhould 
movetowards us. To your life full of vari- 
ety, or is old, nor new tomine; and © 
asto that life, all {tickings and hefitations 
feem ftupid and ftony, fo to this, all fluid 
flipperinefles, and tranfitory migrations 
feem gtddieand featherie. Inthat life one 
is ever in the porch or poftern,. going in or 
out, never within his houfe himfelt: It is 
a garment made of remnants, a life raveld 
eutinto ends, a line di{Continued, and a 
a 2 | | 1 3 num. 
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number of {mall wretched points, ufeleffe, 
becaufe they concurre not: A life buile of 
paft and furure,not propofing any conftant 
prefent ; they have more pleafures then we, _ 
but net more pleafure, they joy oftner, we 
longer ; and no man but of fo much under- 


ftanding as may deliver him from being a 


fool, would change with a mad-man, 
which had a better proportion of wit in 
his often Luctdis. Youknow, they which 
dwell fartheft from the Sun, if in any con- 


venient diftance, have longer daies, better 


appetites, better digeftion, better growth, 
and longer life: Andall thefe advantages 
have their mindes who are well removed 
from the {corchings, and dazlings, and ex- — 
halings of the worlds glory: but neither 

of our lives are 1n fuch extremes; for you 
living at Court without ambition, which 
would burn you, or envy, which -would 
deveft others, live inthe Sun,notin the fire: 
And I:which live inthe Country without 
ftupefying, am not in darknefle,but in fha- 


wa- 
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waterifh, and diluted one.. As all fhadows 


_areof onecolour, if you refpe@ the body 


from which they are caft (for our fhadows 


uponclay will be dirty, and in a garden’ 


green, and flowery) foall retirings into a 
_ fhadowy life are alike from all caufes, and 
alike firbje€ttothe barbaroufaefle and m- 
fipid dulnefle of the Cowntry: onely. the 
-emploiments, and that upon which you 
caftand beftow your pleafure, bu fineffe, or 
books, gives it the tincture,atd beruey. Bur 
truly wherefoever we are, if wecan bac tell 
out felves truly what and where we would 
be, we may make any flate and place fuch, 


for we are fo compofed, that if abundance, 
or glory {corch andi mele us, we havean — 


earthly cave, our bodies, to-go znvo by con- 


fideration, and:cool our felves : and if "were. 
- be frogeit, and contracted with lower and 


dark fortunes, we have within us-4 torch, a 


foul,lighter and warmer then any withour:. 


we are therefore our own umbrella’s, and 
out own funs. Thefe, Sir, are the fallads 


and onions of Micham, fent to you withas 
7 whole- 
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wholefome affection as your other friends 
fend Melons and Quelque-chofes from 
Court and London, If I prefent younot as _. 


‘good diet as they, Iwould yet fay grace to 


theirs, and bid much good do it you. I 
fend you, with this, a Letter which I fentto: 
the Countefle. It 1s not my ufe nor duty to 
doe fo,but for your having of ic, there were 
buttwo confents, andI am fure you have 
mine,and you are {ure you have hers. Jalfo | 
writ to-her La? for the verfes the fhewed 
in the garden, which I did riot onely to 


_ extort them, nor onely to keep my promife - 


of writing, for that I had done in the other 
Letter, and perchance the hath forgotten 
the promufe ; nor onely becaufeI think my. 
Letters juft good enough for a progrefle, 
but becaufe I would write apace to her, 
whileft it 1s poffibleto exprefle that which, 
Tyet know of her, for by this growth I fee’ 

how foon fhe will beineffable. . | 


- SIR, 


> 


SIR, are + 
oo. my friendfhip be good fos 


_ nothing elfe, it may give you the pro- 


fit ofa tentation, or of an affliction : It may 


excufe your patience; and though 1tcan- 


not allure, it fhallimportune you. Though | 
J know you have many worthy friends of 


all rankes, yet I adde fomething, fince I 
which am of none, would. fain be your 
friend too. There is fome of the honour 
and fome of the degrees of a Creation, to 
 makeafriendfhip of nothing. Yet, notto 
annihilate my felf utterly (for chough it 
feem humbleneffe, yet it is a work of as 


much almightineffe, to bring a thing to 


nothing, as from nothing ) thoughIbenot 


of the beft ftuffe for friendfhip, which men. 


 ofwarm and durable fortunes only are, I. 


cannot fay that Iam not of the beftfafhion, 


if truth and honefty be chat; which muft — 


ever exercife,cowards you,becaufe I learned — 


icofyou: forthe converfation with wor- 
thy men, and of good example, (though it 
a 4 K fow 


te ar a 


-fow not vertue in-us, yet produceth and 
ripeneth it. Your ntans hafte, and mine to- 

—- Micham cuts’ off this Letter here, yet, as in 
__~ Littell paterns torn from a whole piece, this 
may tell you whae all f am. Though by 
taking me before my day (which I accoun- 
ted Tuefday). I make {hort payment of this 
duty of Letters, yet Thave aliccle comfore 
in this, that you fee me hereby, willing to 
pay thofe debts which: I can, beforemy 


HMe. | 


Firft Saturday in 7- Towr-affetionate friend 
March. 1607.. 3 J.. Donne 


You forget to fend me the Apology; and many times, — 
Ithuik it au injury tovemember.one of a,promife-, left 
it-confeffe a diftruft. Bus. of the book, by occafion of 
reading the. Deans anfwer to it-, [have fometemes. 


‘ . 
? F 
’O 

. 
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> Happicft and worthieft Lady, 


—_ - Lothe. Countelfe of Bedford. —_ . . 


I Do not remember that ever Ihave feen a . 


petition in verfe, I would not. therefore 
be fingular, nor adde thele to your other 
paperse Ihave yetadventured fo nearas to 
make a petition for verle,it is for thofe your 
Ladifliip did ‘ne ‘the honour--to. fee in 
Twicknam garden, except you repent your 
inaking; and having mended your judge- 
_ ment by chinking wotfe, that 1s, betrer, b¢- 


caufe jufter; of cirete fubjeét. They muft 


héeds be an excellent exercife of your wit, 
which fpeake fo well of foill: 1 hunsbly 
beg thern of yom Lad:fhip, with two fuch 
promtifes,as toany' other of your cémpofi- 
dons were chreatmings: that will noe {hevy- 
them, and chatI will not bekeve them; 
and nethiag fhould:be fo ufed that comes 


from yourbrain orbreait<1f | fheuld cari~ 


fefle a. fanlt: in the boldneffe of asking. 


thertt | dx make a. faule by doing it | 
ina longer Lener, your Latifhip might. — 
Posed | K 2 | 


ule 


6 
ufe your ftyleand old fafhion of the Court. 
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. towards me, and pay me with a Pardon. 


Here therefore I humbly kiffe your Ladi- 

fhips fair learned hands , and wifh you 
good wifhes and {peedy grants. 

— a — Your Ladifoips fervanr 
J. Donne: 


a ‘To the Honourable K night Sir. Goodere. 


B Ecanfe things be conferved by the fame 


means, which eftablifhedthem,Inurle 


that friendfhip by Letters, which yoube- 
got fo: though you have fince ftrengrhened 


 itby more folid aliment and real offices. In 


thefe Letters. fromthe Country there is this 


merit, that I do otherwife unwillingly curn 


mine eye or thoughts from my books,com. 
panions in whom there is no falfhood nor. 
frowardnefle :: which words, lam glad to. 


obferve that the holy Authours often joyne 


2s-expreflersand relatives to one another, 
becaufe elfe out ofa naturall defCent tothar - 


_ unworthy faule of frowardneffe, furthered — 


with: 
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with chat incommodity of a little thinne 


69 


houfe; I fhould have miftaken it tobea 


fmall thing, which now I fee equalled 


with the worft. If you havelaid my papers . 


and books by, I pray letthis meffenger have 
them, I have: determined upon them, If 
you have not, be content to do it, inthe 
next three or four days. So, Sir, [kiffe your 


hands; and deliver to you an intire.and | 


clear heart; which fhall ever when Fam 
with you be in my face and tongue, and 
when. am from you, in my Letters, for I 
will never draw Curtain between. you 
and. it. : ae 


From your hou{eat —— Lonrs vary affettionately 
, ; | f dee ba 


Micham friday morning, J. Donne; ~ 


When you are fometimes at M.Sackvills, T pray 
aske if he bave this book, Baldvinus de officio: 
pii hominis in controverli1s,i# was written at the 


conference at Poifly , where Beza was, and-be an: 


fooered tt; I long forst: = 


Co Kp oe oo. B 
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| + ToS WGe we ole pe 
| ee you are now wélceme to Landa, 
and well, and well comforted in your 


| Fathers health and love, and well conten- 


ted that we ask you how you dae, and tell 
you how we are, which yet cannot of my 
felf. If Eknew thacl were ill, f were tell, 
for we confift of three parts,a Sou} and Bo- 
dy, and Minde : which I call chofethoughss 
andaffections and paffions, which neither 
fonl nor body hath alone, but have been be- 
gotten by their. communication , as Mu- 
{ique refults out of our breath and a Cornet. 
And of all thefe the difeafes are cures jf they 
be known.Of our fouls fickneffes, which 


_ ate finnes, the knowledge is, ta acknaw- 
_ Jedge,and thae is her Phyftque,. in whith 
_ Awe ate not dicted by dramas. and fcruples, 
fon we cannar taketeo much. OF ous hes 


Rbylitian, and thatthe fubject and matter 


dies infirmities, chough aur knowledge he 


partly ab extrinfeco, fromthe opinion of the 


be 
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be flexible, and various; yet their rules are 
certain, and if the matter be rightly applyed 
tothe rule, our knowledge thereof is alfo 
certain. ‘But of the difeafes of the minde, 
there is no Critermm, no Canon, norale, 
for, our own tafte and apprehenfion and 
interpretation fhould be the Judge,and that 
is the difeafe it elf. Therefore fometimes. 
when I finde my felf cranfported with jol- 
lity, and love of company, I hang Leadsat 
my heels.,.and reduce to my thoughts my 
fortunes, my years, the duties of a man, of a 
friend, of a husband, of a Father, and alk: 
the incumbencies of a family: when fad- 
nefle dejects me, either I countermine it 
with another: fadneffe, ar I’ kindle fquibs. 
about meagain, and fie into: fportfulneffe 
- and company: and I finde ever after all thar 
— Tanr like: am exorcifl, which had longla- 
~ boured about one, which. at laftappears to 
have the Mother , thar L fill’ miftake- 
my difeafe.And I fill vexmy fel with chis, 
becaufe-if 1 know it not,nobedycan —- 
know it. And Ecomfore myfelf, becaule: 


a , 
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I fee difpafsioned men are fubjeét to the 


like ignorances. For divers mindes out of 
the fame thing often draw contrary con- 
clufions,as Augaftine thought devout Antho- 
my to be therefore full of the holy Ghoft, be- - 

caufe not being able to read, he could fay 


the whole Bible, and interpret it, and 


Thyreus the Jefuit for the {ame reafon doth 


- thinkeallthe Anabaptifts to be pofleffed. 


And as often out.of contrary things men. 
draw one conclufion. As to the Roman 


_ Church, magnificence and {plendor hath 


ever been an argument of Gods favour, and — 
poverty & affliction,to the Greek,Out ofthis 
variety of mindes it proceeds, that though 
our fouls would goeto one end, Heaven, 
and allour: bodies muft go to one end, the 
earth: yet our third part, the minde, which 
is our naturall guide here, choofes to every 
man a feverall way: fcarce any man likes 
what another doth, nor advifedly,, chat 


which himfelf. Buc Sir, lam beyond my | 


purpofe, Imeanto write a Letter,and I am 
fallen into a difcourfe, and Ido net only 
ae take 
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“take you from fome bufineffe, but I make’ 
you anew.-bufineffeby- drawing you into: 
_ thefe meditations. In which let my open- 
nefle be.an:argument.of fuch love as I, 
would fain exprefle in fome worthier fa- 
fhion. %° - 5 4 


DB ct _ To Sir G, Fe 
STR, — - 
| Writ to you once this week before; yet 

I write again, both becaufe it feems a 
kinde of refifting of -geace, to omit any 
commodity of fending into England , and 
becaufe any Pacquet from. me into England 
fhould ge,not only without juft fraight,buc _ 
withoutcballaft, if ic had nec letter to you,” 
In Letters that I received from Sir H. Wortén 
yefterday from Amyens, 1 had one of the — 
8 of March from you, and with it on¢frony - 
M'*. Danterey, of the 28 of Fanuary: which 
isa ftrange difproportion. But Sir, if our . 
Letters come ‘not in due order, .and fo 
make-nota cettain:and: concutrétic chain, 

‘ fens L | yet ¢ 


a 


Li 
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~ yegif they came as Atomes, and fo meet 


at laft, by any crooked, and cafuall applica- 
tion, they makeup, and they nourifh bo- 
dies of friendfhip, and in that fafbion, I 
mean one way or other, firft or laf, Eh 
allche Letters which have been addrefied 
to us by oneanother, are fafely arrived, ex- 
cept perchance that yas by the Cook | 
be not, of which before this time you are 
cleare; for I received (as Itold you)a Let-. 
tex by M, Nat. Rich, and if you fence none 
by-him, then i¢ was that Letter, which the 
Cook tells. you he delivered to: Na Rich, 
which, wichall my eriicifenes, b cannot re. 


- gencile; becawleim your laf Letrer, | find 
— paentionef things forsserly vecicen, vebich 


Thave nos found.. However, kam yerinthe 
fame perplexity, which | mentioned before; 
which its that J have receined nofyliable. 
neithes fora her felf, nor by any ether, 


bow-my wife hathpafled herdanger tiot 


do. I knw: whather | be -increafed. bya 
childe, or diminithed by the loflowfa wife. 


= erage Sern one 7 
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ae 


book,of M™. Dray ifany of thofe cenflres 


do but pardon me thy deftent in Printing 


any thing in vetfe, (which ifthey do, they 
are more charitable then my felf; for Ido 


~ notpardott my (elf, burconfeffechatI did — 
irngaintt my conference, that is, againft ny — 


own opinion, that I fhould riot have done 
fo) I doubt nox but they will foon give 
over thar other part of tha: indictntetir, 
which is chae I have faid fo much; for tio 
body can imagine, chat! who never Gw 


her, could have any other pitpoféin chat, 
fo very good 


then that when I had received fo very g 


eeftirmony of her worthineffe,and was gone - 
downto print verfes, it becartie the to fay, 


fot what I was fure was jult truth, Bix che 


beft that I could conceive, for that had 


been anew wezkniefle in me, to have prdi- 
fed any body it princed verfes, that had 
not bees capable of the bet praife that I 
could give, Prefently after Rafter we fliall 


(Ithink) go to Frankford co be there arthe- 


detion, where we fliall rtieet Sie FLW otters 
and Sir Rio: Rich, and: after that we ate de. 
' L2 termined 
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termined to pafle fome time, ‘in the Pala-: 


tinate.. I gothither withagregt deale of de. 


 votion; forme thinkes ic:is a. new kinde_ 


of piety, that as Pilgrims. went heretofore | 
to places which had been holy and happy, 


_ fol goto a place now, which fhall be fo, 


and more, by the prefence of the werthieft. 
Princefs of the world, if that marriage pro- 
ceed. [havé no greater errand to the place 
then that at my return into England, I may: 
be the fitter to ftand in her prefence, and 


_ that after I have feena rich and abundant 
~ . Countrey, in his beft feafons, I may fee that 
~ Sun which fhall- always keep it in that 


height. Howfoever we ftray, if you have 
Jeafure to.write at any. time, adventure by . 
no. other way, then M. Bruer,at the Queens 
Armes, a Mercer, in (heapfide. 1 fhall omic 
no opportunity, of which J doubt notto 
finde more then one before we go from 
Paris. Therefore give me leave to.end this, 
in which if you did not finde the remem- 


_ brance of my humbleft fervices to my Lady. . 


Bedford. your love and. fath. oughtto.try. 
es er) |¢ 
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all the experiments. of pouders,anddryings, 
_» “and waterings todifcover fomelines which — - 
appeared not;: becaufe itis impoffible that 
_ aLetter fhould come from me, with fuch 


_ an ungtatefull filence. = 
ra oer ; ; lead caee Go Your very trHe poor friend and i 
a fervant andlover . 
Jj. Donne. 


. "This day begins a Hiftory, of which I doubt not but 
I fhall write more to you before I leave this town. Mon- 

_ few de Rohan, a perfon for birth, next beire to the. 
K ingdome of Navar, “her the Kings children, (if the 
King of Spaine: were weary of it ) and for i 
fonne in law to D. Sally, and for breeding in theboars 
and eftate, the moft remarkable man of the Religion, — 

| being Gover nour of S: J ean d’ Angeli 5 One of the 
moft important towns which they of the: Religion bold 
for thecr fecurtty, finding that fome diftafts berweenthe 
~ Lieutenant and the Mator of the town, and bim, were 
dangerou/ly fomented by great perfors,fole frem Court, 
rode poft to the town ‘and removed thefe two perfons. 
He fent his fecretary , and another dependent of hts to. 
give the Queen fasisfaétion, whos fofarfromrecei- - 
ping st, that bis meffengers..are committed to. the: 
a | L3 Baftile: 
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Batftile, lckely to be prefently tortured , all his fitends 
here consmanded to thet; boufes, andthe Queens :coms 
panies of light horfe fent already thitherward, and 
foot compantes preparing, which troops being {ent againft 
a place , fo much concerning thofe of the Ret:gion ta — 
Keep, and where they abound: in number and flrength, 
“cannot chufe but produce effects worthy your hearing 
tathe nextLetter, | 


To Sir H.G. 
BIR 8 3 es a we | 
| Bic’ [am ina place and feafonwhere 
} fee every thing bud forth, I muft de 
fa too,and yent fome of my meditations 
to you; the rather becaufe all other buds” 
~ being yet without cafe or virtue, my Lec- _ 
 aers may be like them. The pleafantneffe 
of the feafon difpleafes me. Every thing re- 
frefhes and I wither, and I grow older and 
— notbecer, my firength diminifhes , and 
my load growes, and being to pafle more 
— and more flosmes, I finde that I have nor 
- ‘enky cath ove ally ballaft anbich nanete’ 


and © 
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_ andtime gives,Reafon and difcretion, and 


fo am as empty and Jighe-as Vanity can_ 


make me, buc Ihave over fraught my (elf 
with Vice, and foam riddingly fitbject to. 


7 twoconuary wrackes, Sinking and Over- 
Setting, and under the imauity of fucha 


‘difcafe as inforees the patient when heis 2l- 
moft ftarved, net only to faft, but co purge. 
For have moch co take mn, and much to 
caf our; fometimes Ithinke iteafer to dif- 
. charge my felf of vice then of vanity, as one 
may foomer carry the fre our of 2.room 
them the fmoake: and then I fee icwasa 
new wanity corhunk fo, And wher kelink 
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and.ame,maybe expellat with verte or 


- bufineffe, or: fubBancall vice, f findechar 


-Egiveemnansethersby ve mew vices. Cer- 
aa the eautly and weaver, one fad, che: 
ether fic, make-bucomebedie: foroaire 
and Wanny; thereits butione Content moala: 

And char which lacey Phyficians fay of our 


bodies, ix fizer fee omr mindes: forchac: 


| Whichthey call Deftruétion whichis a com 


suption — 


. —— 
§ 4 g . 
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ruption and want of thofe fundamentall: 
parts whereof we conlift;1s Vice: and that 
Calleétia tercorum whichis but the excrement 
of that corruption, is our: Vanity and indif> 
cretion > both: thefe have but one root-in 


- meéjand muft be. pulled outat once, or ne- 


ver But am fo farre from digging to it, that. 
I know not where itis, for ic is not in. mine 


eyes only, bucin every fenfe, norin my con- 


cupifcence only, but ia every power and 
affection. . Sir, 1 was willing to let you {ee 
how impotent a man you love, not todif- 


hearten you! from daing fo. fiill.(for my 


Vices atenot infectious, nor wandring,they 
came not yefterday, nor mean to goaway 


to day : they Inne not,bue dwell in me, and 


fee themfelves fo welcome, and find in me 
fo good bad company.of one another, that 


they will not change, efpecially to one not 


apprehentive, nor eafily acceflible ) but Ido - 
1t, that your counfell might cure me, and if 
you deny that,your example hal, for I will 
as much ftrife to be like you as Lwill with 


youtocontinuggood., 2. 


s 


To 


® 


-ofhis, as to finde him willing when I fhall 
ne ae, Sey | M 


2 ee: 
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To the Honourable K. SH. Goodere one of the 


Gent. of hu Majefties privy Chamber. 
SIR, eB 7 : 
‘7 OU may. temember that long fince 
you delivered M’ Fowler poffeflion of 


me, butthe wide diftance in which I have | 
lived from Court, makes me reafonably | 


fear, that now heknows not his right and 
power in me, though he mult of — 
have all, to whom you and I joyn in a gift 
of me,as we did to him, fo chat perchance 


he hath a fervant of me, which might be 


paffedin a book of concealment. If your 
Jeifure fuffer it, | pray finde whether I bein 
him ftill, and conferve mein his love, and. 


fo perfect your own work, or doeit over © 


again, and reftore me to the place, which 
by your favour I had in him. For Mé Powell 
who ferves her Ma‘ as Clerk of her coun- 


~ fell, hath cold me that Mr Fowler hath fome 
 purpofe to retire himfelf; and thereforel 


would fain forall my love, have fo ntuch 


feek 
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Seek him at Court, to let me underftand his 


purpofé therein ; for if my means may 


‘make me acceptable to theQueen and him, 


I fhould be very forry, he fhould make fo 
farre fteps: therein with any. ather, that. 
fhould fail in ic, oneby for nat having fpake 
tohim foenenough. It were an injury to 
the forwardnefle of your love to adde — 
more; here therefore I kiffe your hands, 

and commend.to you the cruth of my love. 


_. Frommy lodging in the Strand, Your very affectionate 


whirher I foall return on-Mun- fervant and lover — | 


day, 13 June 2607. a Jo. Denne. 


TS'H.G. 


SER, | 
| VY OU. husband my time thriftily, when 


youcommand mete write by fucha 
meflenger, as can tell you more then. I can 
write, for fo i doth mot onely carry the 
Letter, butis the Letter.But that the naming 
of fome things, may give you oceafion to - 
ask hina. farther, and him to open himfelf 


- wnto you, give me leave ta tell you, that che 


now 
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now Spa. Embafladour proceeds in the old 


pace,the King hath departed froma his ordi- 
nary way fo farre, as to appoint 9 of the 
Councell to treat with him ; but when they 
cametoany approaches, he an{wered, that 


he brought onely Gommifsion to propofe 


_ gertain things, which he wasready todee, 
buthehad no inftruGtions totreat, but ex- 
pected them upon an other return from his 
Miafter. So that there 1s motreaty for the 
_ marriage begun yet: for [know you have 

heard Olivarez his free acknowledgement, 
that ilthePrince came,there was no thoght 
of ic. The King in his gefts of this progrefs, 


~ hath determined it, not asheretofore, at 


Windfor, but at Farnham during pleafure: fo 


che is within.a journey of Sonthampton. and 


even that circumftanceaddestofomeother — - 


reafons, that he expects the Princethis Sum. - 


mer, and that Sir W, Crofts, in his laft dif- 
‘sare , enlarged the Prince in his liberty, 


from his Father,to come away, if he would. © 


_ Amongft all cheirregularitiesof this age,to 
methis is as ftrangeas any, That this year 
, M 2 there 


“ 


mn 
_' 


4. 


_ there is no peace,and yet no {word drawn in 
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the world; & icis a loft conjecture to think 
which wayany of the Armies will bend. 


Here it is imagined,that Yukendorfe and Gabor 


(for, forany concurrence of love, it is bura_ 
dream). may fo farre diftrefle Bohemia, as 
that Ts/ly muft be recalled thither ; and thae 


ifhe be,Brunfwikes way is open into Baviere, 


where he may recompenfe great lofles , 
whileft Mansfield and Gonzales, and his Ex- 
cellency andSpenala,keepthe ballance even in 


. | ~ their parts, by looking upon anather. This 


noble friend of yours is in his laft minute, 
in ‘this Town, and l'am-going intothe 
Coach with my Lo.to Hanworth. If ] might 
have forbornthe fealing the reft till my re- - 
turn from thence, you: might have heard 

fomething more from) 7 


~~. 


Tour very true poor friend and bumble 
2. oe Servant in Chr Fef. J. Donne. 


| Nop ré itneffe makes me forget my fervice to 
pour Gaughters : Ff my ‘Bell were tolling I fhould 


pray for them, and.though my Letter be ealing,. 


 } ’ 


leave not ont my wifhes, that their fortunes 
may fecond their goodneffe, Amenw 


To Soy H. G. 
. STR, et be at 
TT His Tuefday morning, which hath 
+ § brought me to London, -prefents me 
with all your Letters. Me thought it -was 


arentday, I mean fuch’as yours, and notas- 


mine; and yet fuch too, whenI confide- 
red how much I ought you for chem, 
how goed a mother, how. fertill and 


abundant the underftanding is; -if fhe 


have a good father; and how. well 
friendfhip performs. that office. Forthat 


which is denied in, other generations. is © 


done in this of yours: for here is fuperfeta- 
tion ,childe upon childe, and that which is 


~ more ftrange, twins ata latter conception. 


Ifin my fecond religion, friendfhip, [ had 


a confcience,either errantemto miltake goed . 


- andbad andindifferent, or opinantem. to be 
— yavifhed by. others opinions or examples, 
or dubigm to adhereto-neither part,or {crupue 


M 3 lof am 
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lofam <0 encline to one, but upon reafons 
light in themfelwes , or indifcufled in me, 


_ -(avhich are almoft all the difeafes of confci- 


ence) I might miftake your often,long and 
bufie Letters, and fear you did but intreat 
meto have mercy upon you and {pare you ; 
for you know our Courttook the refoluti- 
‘on, that it was the beft way to difpatch the 
French Prince back again quickly, to re- 


- eeive him folemnly, ceremonioufly,and ex- 


penfively, when he hoped a domeftique 


- and durable entertainment. I never meant 


toexcell you in weight nor price, but in 
number and bulk thought I might, be- 
caufe he may caft up a greater fumme who 


hath but forty {mall monies, then he with 


_ twenty Portuguefles. The memory of 


friends, (I mean onely for Letters) neither 
enters ordinarily into bufred men, becaufe 
they ateever emploied within, nor into 
mien of pleafure, becaufe they are never at 


home. For thefe withes therefore which — 
_ you won out of your pleafure and recreati- 


on, you were as excufable to me if you 
ee oo | wiit 
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writ feldome, as Sir EL. Watton is, under the 
opprefsion of bufinefle, or che necefsity of 
. feeming fo; ov more then he, becaute I 
hope you have both plealureand bufinefle : 
onely tome, who have nether, this omf- 
fion were finne, for thowgh writing be 
not of the precepss.of friendthip, but af the 
counfels, yet, as in fome cafes to fome men 
counfels become precepts, and though not 
‘immediately from God, yer very reundly 


and quickly from his Church, (as felling | 


and dividing inthe fixft time, coner- 
nence inthe Romane:Church, and order 
and decencie in ours ) foto me-who cando 
nothing elfe, it feems tobinde my confer. 
ence to write ;,and it is fiane to doeagainft 

the con{cience, though that. are. Yet no 
mans Letters might be better waned then 
mune, fince my whele: Letter is. nothing 


elfe but 2 confefsion that I fhould and ’ 


would write. I owed you a Letter in-verfe: 
before by mine own promife, and now 
that you think that you have hedged in that 


debt by a greater by your Letter in verle, I 
- think 
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‘think itnow moft. feafonable and fafhio- 


nable for meto break. At leaft, to write 
prefently, wereto accufe my felf of not ha- 
ving read yours fo oftenas fuch a Letter 
deferves from youto me. To make m 


~ debe greater (for fuch is the 'defire of all, 


- whocannot or mean not topay) J pray 


read thefe two problemes: for fuch lighe — 
flafhesas thefe have been my hawkings in 


~ my forry journies. laccompany them with 
another ragge of verfes, worthy of that 


_ name for the {malneffe, and age, for it hath 


Tamalfo _ 


long lien among my other papers, and 
Jaughs at them that have adventured to. 
you: for I think tillnow you faw it nor, 
and neither you, nor it fhould repencit. 
Sir, if !were any thing, my love to you 
might multiply it, and dignifie it: But in- 
finite nothings are butone fuch ; yet fince 
even Chyrhera’s have fome name and titles ; 


Tours. 


To 


| Fo your fife. 
. SIR, | a a ae ae ee : 
| Fthis Letter finde you ina progrefle, or 
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at Bath, or at any place of equallleafure ~ 


toour Spa, you will perchance defcend to 


reade fo low meditations as thefe. Nothing 
in my L. of Saksburtes death exercifed my 
poor confiderations fo much, as the multi- 


tude oflibells. It was eafily difcerned fome 


years before his death, that he wasata de- 

fenfive war,both for his honour andhealth, 
and (as we then thought) for his eftate : 
and Ithought, that had removed much of 
the envy. Befides, I have juft reafons to 
think, that in the chiefeft bufinefles be- 
‘tween the Nations, he was a very good pa- 
triot. But I meant to {peake of nething bur 


the libells, of which, all which are broughe - 


_yintothefe parts, are fo taftel¥(fe and Alar, 
«that I proteft to you, I think they were made 
by his friends. Ic is not the firft time that 


-ourage hath feen that art. pra@ifed, Thae — 


when there are witty and fharp libels made 
-— = | N. which 


gO 
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which not onely for theliberty of {peaking, 


but for the eleganvie, andl compofition, 


would take deep root, and make durable 
_ impreflions inthe memory, no other way 


hath been thought fo fit to fupprefle chent , 
as to divulge fome courle, and railing one: 
fot when the neife is vifen, that libeds are 
abroad, «mens cutiofitie nauft be ferved 
with fomething: and a is better for the 
honour ef the perfon traduced, thacfome 
blune downright railings be veneed, of 
whichievery body is foon weaty then other 
pieces, Which entertain us longwih.a de- 
light,and love to the'things themielves. i 
doubr noc buthe (mootheted fome libels.a- 


- gaint hinvin hislifetime. Bul would dll 


thefe (or better ) had ibeen made -then, for 
chey. might then have wrought upon him., 
and thty might have celtsfed tharthe Au- 

tharshad m@antco mend him,but now they - 
can have no honelt pretence. ‘I dare fayto 


-you, wherel am not eafily muifincerpreted, 
thar there may be:cafes,whete one may-do 
his Couatrey good {erviee, by bbelimga- 


gainft 


Perfous of Honawe. 
— gainftaliveman. For, where 9 man is eis 
ther tag great, or his Vices toa general, to 
be brought under a judiciary accufation, 
there isno way, but this extraordinary sc- 
cufing, which wecall Libelling And I have 


heard that nothing hath foupled and al. 


Jayed the D. of Lerme in his- violent greac- 


nelle, fo much as the ofcen hibels made up- 


enhim. Bue after death, it is,tn all cafes, 
unexcufable. [know that Lucifer, and ane 
ortwo more of the Fathers who writ libel. 


ot 


lous books againgt the Emperours of their 
times, are cxcnfed by our writers, becanle 


"they writ noe in the lives of thofe Empe- 
rours, Fam glad for thera thas they writ nor 


in their lives, fox that mutk have o¢cafiongd 


tumult, and contempt, againft fo high and 
Sovesaign perfons. Bus- tha doch nor 


eneugh excufe chem to pae, fox Writing {9 
afer theix deach; for that was ignoble,and 


ufelefle, though they did little efcape che 
‘nature of libels by being fub{eribed and ae 
vowed: which exewfe wonld not have 
_ ferved in the Starchamaber, where foaled 
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Letters havebeen judged Libels ; butthefe: 


of which we fpeakeat this prefent,areca-. 
pable of no excufe, noamolifhment,and 


therefore cry you mercy, and my felf too, 


for difliking them,with fo much diligence, — 
forthey deferve not that. But Sir, you fee 
by this;and by my Letter of laft week,from 
hence the peremptory barrenneffle of this 
place, from whence we'can write nothing 


into England, but of that which comes from __ 
thence. Tillthe Lady Worftes camehither, 


Thad ‘never heard any ching to make me 
imagine that Sir Rob. Rich wasin England: — 
the En heur that had knowledge of it, k 


kiffe his hands by this Letter. Imakeac- -_ 


countto bein London, tranfitorily, about the 


‘end of Auguft, You fhall do me much fa- 


vour, if I may finde a Letter from you ( if 


- you fhall not then be there) at the Lady 


Partlets: 1fhall come home in much igno- 
rance, nor would! difcern home by a bet- 
terlight, orany other thenyou. I can glo- 


ry of nothing in this voyage, but that Ihave - 


afflicted my Lady Bedford with few Letters. 


Perfons of Honour. 


I proteft earneftly to you, ic troubles me 
much more to difpatch a pacquet into Bug- 
land, without a Letter to her, then it would 
to putin three.. But 1 have been heretofore 
too immodeft towards her, and I fuffer this 
Purgatory for it. We make account to leave 
. this place within 3 or 10 days, and hence 
to make our beft hafte to the CountMaurice; 
where we think to. finde again the young 
Palatine: all this I tell you only becaufe 
when you know, that we fhall runtoo faft 
to write any more Letters, you may eafily 
pardon the importunities and impertinen- _ 
cies ofthis,and caft intonolower place of. 
-yourlove - Ph } 


Spa, 26 July here: Your very tre friend and ftrvant 
eee | J. Donne. | 


To my Lord G. H. 
SIR, - | | 
J Am nearthe execution of thatpurpofe 
| for France,though I may have other ends, 
yetif it do. but keep me awake, it recom- 
- N 3 pentfes 


* 
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penfes me well. I ana now ia the after- 
neon of my life, and then 2c is unwhole. 
fame ta fleep. Ics ill to look back, or give 
ever in a courfe, but worfe never to Les 
out. I fpeaketo you ac this time of depar- 
ting, as I fhould do at my laftupon my 


- death-bed , and I defire to deliver into 


your hatuds a heart and affections, as inno- 
centtowards you, as I {hall co deliver my 


— foul into Gods hands then, I fay nocthis 


out of difidence,as chough you doubted it, 
or that this fhould look like fuchan excufe, 
as implyed an accufation ; buc becaulémy 
forme hath burdened you fo, as Icould 


not rectifie it before my going, my eon{ci- 
__ enceand interpretation (feverer I hope then 


yours tawards my felf) calls that a kinde of 
demerit, but God who hath not onlyaf- 
Forded us a way to be delivered. from our 


great many debts, conrracted by our Exe- 


cutorfhip to Adam, but alfo another for our 


_ ‘partionlar debes after, hath not left poor 


men unprovided, for difcharge of moxall 
end civill debts ; im erhich, ackaowledge- 


- mene 


ment, and thankfulneffe is the farne, as re. 
ance and contritionis in fpiritual debts: 


and though the valoe and dignity of all 


thefe be not perchance in che chings, but ia 


the acceptation, yet I cannot doubt of it, 


either in God, or you. But Sir, becaufe 
there is fome degree of thankfulnefle in 
~ ‘asking more (for that confeffes all former 
obligations, and a defireto be ftillin the 
fame dependency ) I muft intreat you to 
continae that wherein you have molt ex- 


prefled yourloveto me, whichis,to-maia-. 


D5 


rain mem che {rine room in my Lady Bed- 


Jords opmion 7A the which you placed me. 
I profeffe to youthar Tam tee much bound 


to her, for expreftingevery-way her care of 


spy fortune, thaclam weary before fhess - 
and out of'a loathnelle that ‘lo good wotks 
fhould be beftowed upondo Mltuffe orthar 


fornuchill fortunedrould be mingted with | 


frers as that fhefhould niffle anything thrae 
fire defired, though it were bucfor me; = 


am ‘willing to depart fronvfartherexetci- 
fine her ‘indevowes in that kinde. idle 
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boldto deliver my poor Letters to her Lae 
difhips hands, through yours, whileft iam 
abroad “though:I {hall ever account my 
felf at home, whileft 1 am in your me- 
mory. . aa ee cae 
o a Your affettionate fervant and lover — 

J. Donne. | 


To Sir H.G. 


SIR; - | and 
Ature hath made all bodies alike, by 
mingling and kneading up the fame 


3 


- the other nature,Cuftome, hath made every | 
_ minde like fome other; we are patterns,or 


copies, we informe, or imitate. Butas he. 


~hath.not prefently attained to write a good 


hand, which hath equalled one excellent 
Mafter in his 4, another in his B, much 
leffe he which hath foughtall theexcellent 
Mafters, and imployed all his time to ex 
ceed in one Letter, becaufe not fo much an 


-excellency ofany,nor every one, asan even- 


nefleand proportion, and refpect to one 
- | another 
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another gives the perfection: fo is no man. 
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-vertuous by particular example. Not he 


that doth all actions to the partern of the. 
moft. valiant, or liberall, which Hiftories. 


afford : nor he which chufes from every 


one their belt actions, and thereupon doth 


fomething like thofe. Perchance fuch may 
be i via perfictendorum, which Divines al- 
low to Monafticall life, but not perfeétorsm, 
which by them is only due to Prelacy. For 
~ Vertue is even,and continuall and the fame, 
and can therefore break nowhere, nor ad- 
mit ends, nor beginnings: it.is not onl 


_ not broken, but not tyed together. He 1s 


not vertuous, out of whofe actions you can _ 


-pick an excellent one. Vice and her fruits 
may be feen, becaufe they are thick bodies, 


but not vertue, which is all light; and vices — 


-have fwellings and fits, and aoife, becaufe 
being extreams, they dwell farafunder, and 
they maintain both a forein war againft 
~-vertue, and acivill againft oneanother, and 


_- affe& Soveraignty, as vertue doth fociety. 
. The later Phyfitians fay, thac when our. 


natural 


— -infatny or penalty. 
— fald; Antgafha simaic 


Lersers ¢6 foosral!< 
naturallinborn prefervative is cortupredor 


_. wafted; anid mutt be reftored by 2 like ex. 


tracted from other bodies; the chief care ig 
that the Mumrtiy havé init. tio excelling 


quality, bur atv equally digefted terapot: 
And fuch ts trué vertue, But men who 


have prefetred nidney before all think they 
déal honosrably wich -vertues if they cont 
pate het with mohey > And think that as 
minty is noc called Bate till che allay daceed 
che pute fo they até vereuous enough, if 
théy Have ériongh cd itidke their adtioriscur 


- tant, WHich ‘is, if. eieher they get praife, or 


(int & lower. absfin’) if they incurre nor 


¢ inaidctntia’ oft ad dco bonne offe: 
Which rulé béirig piven for pafkive Laws : 
fevere iftakers apply even to Gods Law, 
and (- perchance againdft “his Command. 


omnent }binde theinfelves to his Counfailé, 
“beyond fis Laws, Bur they are wore, that 
thinké that becaufe fome men formed 


waftfull, live better with half dheitrents 


_ then they did withall, being how advanta- 


ged: 


But you know who 


ged with difcretion and experience, theres 


oD. 


fore our timesiged lefle wxtoral-vercue then 


the firft, becacfe’ we: have'“Chriftianity, 
which isthe ufe and application of akver- 
euevas thoughiqurreligioniateserbit an Jere 
of thrift, to make alitlevermego taribor 


as plentiful {prings atefittelt, and belbbe- 


come largediq weductsiferdashigals cbiwextic 
fachaitewatdand offises ase GoristiamBut 
Imuft not give youa Homily fora Lester 


Said agreat: while fince, that cuftame made | 
men like, wevyho. have: bean accuftomed 


‘sojoneanotherarblikein this, thatwelove 


not bufinefle: this therefore thal not be 


toyou. nor.mea bufie Lever. Toad withe. 
sprobleme, whole at 0 on fox his 

‘fellowes. I: pray: bs Hre: you, Ang € your 
_ felfinthe progreffe leave dnemfor m¢, and 
-fych other. of my. papess.as you willilend 


peer aes a mekudly ee 
‘fails, andlove:Gad andi me;iwhileftl love 
vhim and you. Ce ee ee ee 


« 


— meciilyou somun. And dafides chis-Alle- 


? aes % « - a 
. ~ 
O : 
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Tomy very true and very gued friend 


cle, 
' A Tome later reading, I was more af- 

, &fected with that part of your Letter, 
which is of the book, and the namelefle 


Letters, then at firlt. I am not forry, for 


that affection were for a jealoufie or fulpici- 
on of a flexibilty in you. But [ am angry, 
that any fhould think, you had in your Re- 
ligion peccant humours, defective , or 


abundant . of that fiurch a booke, ( if 


I miftake it not) fhouldbe able to work 
upon you; my comfortis, that their judg. 


ment istoo weak to endanger you, fince 


‘by this ic confefles, that’ it miftakes you, in 


thinking you itrefolved’ or various: yetlet 


me be bold to fear, chat thas found trucopi- 
nion, that in all Chriftian profefsions there ~ 
is way to. falvation { which J think you — 


think ) may have been fo incommodioufly 


er intempeftively fometimes uttered by - 
“you; or elfe your having friends equally 


“Hear 


_ Perfons of Honour. 


near you of all the imprefsions of Religion, — 


10l 


may have teftified fuch an indifferency, as — 


tiath occafioned fome to further fuch incli- 


“ations, as they have miftaken to be in you. _ 


This | have feared becaule hertofore the in- 


obedient Puritans, and now the over-obe- — 


dient Papifts attempt you: Ic hath hurt ve- 
ry many, notin their confcience,nor ends, 
but in their reputation, and ways, that o- 
thers have thought them fit to be wrought 
upon. As fome bodies areas wholefomly 
~ neurithedas ours, with Akornes,and en- 


~~ dure nakednefle, both which would be 


dangeroustous,if we for them fhould leave 


ourformer habits, though: theirs were the 


Primitive diet and cuftome: foare many 
fouls well fed with fuch formes,and dref- 
fings of Religion, as would diftemper and 


‘misbecome us, and make us corrupt to- — 


wards God, if any humane circumftance 


moved it, and in the opinion of men, 


though none. You fhall feldome feea — 
‘Coyne, upon which the ftamp. were re- 


moved, though to imprint it better, butit 
= —h OS ooks 


thentheReformed, and fo {eems.¢o bring 
‘us ‘nearer heaven ; but then, that carries — 
‘heaven farther fronvus, by making us pafs 
fo many Courts, and Offices of Saiats in _ 
-this'lifein all our petitions, and lying ina 
 painfell prifon inthe next, during the plea- 
‘ture, notofhimto whom we go, and who 

muft be our Judge, but -of them :from 
‘whom we come, who. knowv-not,aur cafe: 
i ae Sir, 


‘Perfons of Hondur. 
Se, 48 I faidlafbcime, labour to keep yerr 
atacrity and diguiy , in an evem temper: 
for int 4 dark é inet, indifferent. things 
feem abominable, or neceflary, being ne1- 


__ ther, as trees, and fheep to melancholique _ 
night-walkers have unproper fhapes. And 


avhen you defcend to fatishe all men in 
vourown religion,orod excufe etherstoal, 
you proftiane your fdf and your under- 
flanding, chough not a prey, yeta mark, 
and ahope, and a fibjeCt, for every fophi- 
fer in Religion co work on. For theather 
part of your Letcer, ‘fpent in che praife of 
~ the Countefle, 1 am. always ‘very apt to be- 
leeveit of her, aad. can never beleeve it fo 
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wal, andfo reafonably, as now, when ic — 


isaverred by you, but for the:exprefsing. 
itto her, in that fore.ds you feem tocoua- 
faile, t have thefe two realons to decline it. 
That.thac knowledge which fhe hath of 
- gne,Was inthebepinning of a geavercourfe, 


then ofa Poet, into which ( that 1 may ae 


scignity ). I would nor feem to 
The Spanifh proverb informes: 


me, 


104. 
; ‘me,thathe is a fool,-which cannot make 
cone Sonnet, and he is mad whieh makes 
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two. The other ftronger reafon, is my in- 
tegrity to: the other Counteffe, of ‘whofe 


worthinefle though I fwallowed your opi- 
' nion at fir upon your words; yetI have 


had fince an explicit faith , and now a 


_ Knowledge: and for her delight (fince fhe 


all che verfes, which I fhould make, bucall _ 


defcendstothem ) Ihad referved not only 


the thoughts of womens worthineffe. Buc _ 


becaufe Thope fhe will not difdain, chat I 


fhould write well ofher Picture, have o-. 


beyed you thus far, as to write: but intreat 
you by your friendfhip, that. by this occafi- 
on oO ie bg I be not traduced , nor 
efteemed light in that Tribe, and chat houfe 
where Ihave lived. Ifthofe reafons which 


moved you to bid me write be not con- 


- ftantin you fill, or ifyou meant notthat I 


fhould write verfes ; or ifthefe verfes be too 


bad, or too good, over or under her under- 
ftanding, and not fit, I pray zeceive them, 


asa companion and fupplemént of this 


~— Perfons of Honour, 


Letterto you. andasfuch a token as Lufe 


tofend, whichufe, becaufel with rather 


they fhould ferve (except you with other- 


-wile)I fend no other; but after] have told — 


you,that here at a Chriftning at Peckem,you 
‘are remembred by divers of ours, and I 
commanded to tell you fo, I kifle your 
hands, and {0 feal.to you my pure love, 
which I would not refufe todo by-any la- 


bour or danger. 


Your very trae friend and fervane 
j-Donne. | | 


| ToS: G.M. . 


I; you were here, you would not think 

me importune, if Ibid: you good mor- 
row every day ; and fuch a patience will ex- 
cufe my often’ Letters. No other kinde of 
conveyance is better for knowledge, or 


are in Senecaes Letters toonely one Luciius ? 
and what of Naturall in Plinies 2how much 
oftheftorie of the time, 1s in Ciceroes Let. 
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Tove’: What treafures of Morall knowledge . 


( P a cers ? _ 
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ters? And how all of thele times, in the 

Jefuites Eaftern and Weftern Epiftles > 
where can we finde fo perfect a Charaéter 
of Phalaris,as inhis own Letters , which 
arealmoft fo many writs of Execution ? Or 
of Brutus, asin his privie feals for monie ? 
The Evangiles and Acts, teach us what to 

beleeve, but the Epiftles of the Apoftles 
whattodp. And thofe who have endevou- 
red to — Seneca above his worth,have 
no way fitter,then to imagine Letters. be- 
tweetthimandS, Paul. Asthey think alfo 
that they have exprefled an excellent perfon, 
in that Letter which they obtrude, from 


our B. Saviour to King Agubarus, The Iea- 


lians; which aremoft difcurfive, and think 
the world eweschem all wildome,abound 
fo much.in this kiade of exprefsing, that 
Michel Montaige {aies, he hath {een, (as Tre~ 

member) 4co volumes of Italian Letters, — 
But it isthe other capacity which muft-_ 
make mine.acceptable, that they arealfo- 


the bef}-conveyers of love. But, though — 


all knowledgebe inthofe Authors already, 


yet, 


_Perfons of Honour, 


+ 


‘or tre  tcAP Pra  fDANES 
yet, as fomepoifons, and fome medicines, 


hurt not, nor profit, except thecreature in 


which they refide, contribute their lively _ 
activicie,and vigor ; fo,much of the know. 


ledge buried in Books perifheth, and be- 
comes ineffectuall, 1fitbe not applied, and. 
refrefhed by a companion, or friend,\Much 
oftheir geodneffe, hath the fame period, 
which fome Phyficians of Italy have ob- 
ferved to be in che biting of their Tarentale, 
that it affects no longer, then the fle lives. 
For with how much defire we read the pa- 
pers of any living now, (efpecially friends} 


which we would fcarce allow aboxein | 


our fabinet, or fhelf in our Library, if they 
wete dead? And wedojuftly in it, for the 


writings and words of men prefent, we. 


may examine, controll, and expoftulate, 
and receive fatisfaction from the authors ; 


but the other we muft beleeve,or difcredit 5 
they prefent no mean. Since then at this’. 
stime, fam uponthe ftage, you may becon- . 


tent to hear me. And now that perchance I 
have brought you to it, (as Thom, Badger did 
fe P 2 


the 
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the King) now I have nothing to lay. And 


itis well, forthe Letter 1s already long e- 
nough, elfe let this probleme fupply, which - 


was occaftoned by iyou, of women wea- 
ring ftones, which, ic feems, you were © 


afraid women fhould ‘read, becaufe you 


_ avertthem atthe beginning, with a prote- 


— write notat all for women, or for thofe 
fineerer palates. Fhoughtheirunworthi- 
neffe, and-your own eafe be advocates for 


ftation of cleanlineffe. Martiall found no 
way fitter to draw the Romane Matrons to 
tread one of his Books, which he ‘thinks 
moft moralland cleanly, then to counfelt 
them by the firft Epigram to skip theBook, 
becaufe it was obfcene. But either Pe 


of .. 


me with you, yet I muft adde my entreaty, 
thac you let goe no copy ofmy Problems, 
tHlfreview them, Ificbetoo late, at leatt 


be able totell me who hath them. 


Yours, 
J. Donne. : 


Tae 


eee eee 
“Perfons of Honour. 


" ‘i ; : . ToS: H. G, - ; “6 s 
Send not my Letters as tribute, nor inte- 


reft, not recompenfe,nor for commerce, 


nor.as teftimonials of my love, nor provo- 
kers of yours, nor tojultifie my cuftome of 


writing, nor for 4 vent and utterance of my | 


meditations. for my Letters are either a- 
bove or under all Such offices.;, yet E write 
very affectionately, and Jchideand accule 
my felf of diminifhing that affection which 
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fends them, when Lask my felf why :.one- 


ly 1. am flare chat I defire:that you mighe 
- havein your hands Letters of mine of all 


kindes as conveyances and deliverers of me 


to you, whether you accept me aga friend, 
“Of as’apatient, or'as-a penitent, or as a 
bead{man , for I decline no jurifdiction, 
or refufe any tenure. J would not open any. 
doore upon you, but look in when ‘you 
—openit.. Angels have not, nor affeét not 
_ other knowledge of one another, thenthey. 
lift to reveal to-one another. Ic is then in 
_ this.onely, chat friends are Angels, that rhey 

se | P3 ate: 
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are capable and fit for fuch revelations 
when they are offered. If at any time 1 
feem to ftudie you more inquifitively, it is 
for no other end butto know howto pre- 
fent youtoGodin my prayers, and what 
to ask of him for you; foreven that holy 
exercife may notbe done inopportunely,no 
nor importunely. I finde little errour in 
that Grecians counfell, who faies, If thou 
ask any thing of God, offer no facrifice, nor 
ask elegantly, nor vehemently, but remem-_ 
ber that thou wouldeft not giveto fuch an 
asker: Norin his other Countriman, who 
affirms facrifice of blood to be fo unpro- 
portionable to God, that perfimes, though 

much more {pirituall, are too grofle.. Yea 
words which are our fubtilleftand delica-__ 
teft ourward creatures, being compofed of — 

thoughts and breath’, are fo muddie, fo 
thick, that ourthoughts themfelvesare fo, 
becaufe (except acthefirft rifing) they are 
ever leavened with paflions and affeGtions : 
And that advantage of nearer familiarity « 
with God, - which theact of incarnation 
: a cave. 
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gave us, is grounded upon Gods aflur 
ming us, not our going to. him. And, our - 
_- aceefles to his prelence are but his defcents 
 antous; and when we get any: thing by 
prayer, he gave us before-hand the thing 
andthe petition. For, I {carce think any 
ineffeCtuall prayer free from both fin, and 
the punifhmencof fin: yetas Gad fepofed _ 
afeventh of our time far his.exterior yrar- 
fhip, and as his Chriftian Charclr early 
a him atype of the whole pearina 
Lent, and after impofed the: obligatian of 
canonique hours confticuting theneby:nao+ 
gall Sabbaths every day; I am farre from 
dehorting thofe fixed devotions: But I 
had rather it were beftowed upon chankf- 
iving then petition upon praife then pray- 
not charGue is iecared ey that, oe 
wearied by this, all is one inthe recein€r, 
but not in the:fender: :and. thanks doch: 
both offices; for, nothing doth fo inne- 
cently provoke newy graces, as gratinrde. I 
» would alfo rather make {hoat psayers.chen 
extend them, thoyeh :God:can neither be — 


fur. 
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furprifed; nor befieged : for, long prayers 


have more of the man, as ambition of elo- 
‘quence, and a complacencie inthe work, 
and more of the Devil by often diftraai- 
ons: for, after un the beginning we have 
well intreated God to hearken, we {peak no 
more to him. Even this Letter is fome ex- 


ample of fuich infirmitie, which being in- 
tended fora Letter, isextended and ftrayed 


into a Homilie. And whatfoever is not 
what it was purpofed, is -worfe, therefore 
it fhall at laft end likea Letter by affuring 


you I am: 


To your fife 


> 


"SIR, a 


y @) i: Germandet Pool your noblefriend and | 


fellow in Armes, hath been at this 
houfe. I finde by theirdiligent inquiring — 
from me, that he hath affured them that he 
hath much advanced your proceeding, by 
his refignation ; but cooled them again 
with this:, shac.the L. Spencer pretends in 


his 


or Perfon 5 of: Honour. 


his room. I never. feared his, nor any mans _ 


diligence in that; I feared onely your re- 
mifneffe , becaufe you have a fortune thac 
- can endure, and a nature that. can almoft 

be:content to miffe.: But. Thad rather yau 
exercifed your Philofophy and ment in 
fome things elfe. He doth not nothing 


which falls cleanly andharmeldfly ;; buthe 


swraftles better which ftands.: I know you 
‘can eafily forgive your felf any negligences 
and flack nef bucI am glad that you are 
ingaged to fo many friends, who either by 
your felf, orfame have knowledge of it. 
~ In all che reft of them there is a worthineffe, 

andin mea love which deferves to be fa- 


tisfied, In this cherefore,asyourareforward - 


in aJl things elfe, be content to-do more for 
your friends then you wotild for your felf; 


endevour it,that is eflectic. . 


Tofieg. -.~— Tomp-very srw friendand lpr 
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| the Hiftory. or ftyle of friendfhip, 
which 1s belt. writen both in deedsand 
words. Letter which is of a mmed nature, 


oe 


and hath fomething of both, isa mixed Pa- 


senthefig: dt may be left out, yet it contri- 
bates; though not to the-beiag yer to the 
verdure * and frefhnefle thereof. ‘Letters ; 
have truly the fame office, as oaths. As thefe 


atnongit: light and:empry:men, arebut fil- 
_ lings, ahd: paufes, and interjeAions; but 
with weightter, they. are fad acteftations:So 
are Lettersto.fome complement, and obii- 


gation to others. For ‘nrire, a3/F- hever au 
thorized shy: fervant. to:lie in ‘my behalfe, 


(for if ic were officious in him, it might-be 


worfe in me) fol allow: my Leters much 


_heffethat civill difhonefty both becaufe they 
‘go from me more confiderately, and bée- | 


caufe they are permanent,for in them I may 
{peak to youin your chamber a year hence 


‘before I know nét whom and not hear my 


felf. 


NL: 


‘elf. Thay Ghallcherefore ever keep the fan, 
cerity and intemexatenefie. af the fountain, 


whence they are derived. And as wherefo- 

ever thefe leaves fall the root is in my heart, 
fo fhall they, as that fucks goodlaffections 

towards you there, have ever true imprefli- 
ons. thereof. . Fhus much: iaformananc ig 
in Very: leaves, thar they can teb wharthe 
éree is, and thefe camtellyou Laswarfriend, 
and an honeft man. OF whit genatalkufe, 
the fruit fhould {peake, and. havehone:3 
and of what parttcular profee to yau, your 
application and experimenting fhauld tel} 
you and you can: make: none Of: fuchangs 
thing. yerevervof barren: Sycamares; {uch 


: aoe 


- ask there were ule, ifeichet-any lighefath 


ings, or{corching vehemencics, on fudden 
fhowres: made. you need: for fhadowy an 
example or remembuancer:. Bait { Sis) your 
foruneand minde do yon this heppy-in- 
— fary, that they make: all Kinde-ob fruits ules 
~ Heffe unto: you , "Therefore, b have: placed 
my: love wifely.wherelinged communicate 
nothing. All this, thongh perchance you 
re | Q 2 — . tead 
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read it not till Michaelmas, was told youat 
Micha, 15. Augufle 1607.00 


Tomy moft worthy friend Sir Henry Goodere. | : 
Ty) Ecaufe evennefle conduces as much to. 
J firength and firmneffe as greatneffe © 
doth, I would: not difcontinue my courfe 
of writing. Itisa facrifice, -whichthough | 
friends need not , friéndfhip doth, which 
hath in it fo much divinity, that as we muft 
be ever equally difpofed inwardly fo to 

— doe or fuffer for it, fo :we mutt fepofe fome 
certaimtimes for the outward fervice there; 
of, though it be but formall and teftimoni- 

__ allchat time to me towards yau is Tuelday, 
and my Temple, the Rofein Smith-field. 
If I were by your appointment your Refe- 
rendarie for news, I fhould write but fhore 
Letters, becaufe:thetimes are barren. The 
low Countries, which ufed to be the Mart 
of news for this feafon, fuffering alfo, or ra- 
ther enjoying a vacation. Since therefore I 
a a oe . altri 


e - 
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am but mine own Secretary (and what’s | 


that?) 1 were excufable if I writ nothing, 
fince Iam fo: Befides that, your much 


- ” knowledge brings you this difadvantage, 


that‘as ftomachs accuftemed to delicacies, 


finde nothing new or pleafmg to — 


them when they are fick ; fo you can hear. 


nothing from me (though the Countrey 
perchance make you hungry ) which you. 


- know not.Therefore in ftead ofa Letrerto _ 
ou,| fend you one to another , tothe beft . 


Lady, who did me the honour to acknow- 
ledge the receit of one of mine, by one of 


hers: atid who only hath power to caft. 


the fetters of verfe upon my free meditati- 


ons: Ic fhould give you fome delight, and 


fome conifort, becaufe you are the firft 
which fee it, and it is the laft which you 


fhalf fee of this kinde from me. - 


Micham the To 00 afetonte lover andferoame 


agAnguft. — - J. Donne. 
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1 Would aot enale. cis, not ¢ Commodity, 
but Advantage of waiting to you. This 
emptinelle in London, ee ad any, Lattes 
from hence, as in the earlinefleand 
lacenefle, makes the fowrenefie, and after 


the fiveetnelle of fruits, acceptable and gua- 


cioys, We often excule, andadvance mean 
Authors, by the age in. which they lived, 
{a willyqutloveda chis Letter, and you 


will tell. your felf,. thacifhe which writi it 


knew: wherein he-might exprefle hisaffecti 
on, osany thiag which: might havemade 
his: Letter welconamer,he would haye done 
. ip. As.it-is, you, may arcept it fo, as, weda 
many: (hi. “manu fattures ,, oF which 
when we know no ule, yet- ue: fatishie our 
curiofity in confidering them, becaufe we 
knew fiog how, nor of what matterthey | 
were made. Near great woods and quar- 
ties it is no wonder to fee faire houfes, 
but in Fbolland which wantsboth, ic is. 
So 


r ‘ 
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_ So were it for me who amas farre removed 
from Court, atid knowledge of forein pal 
fages, as this City is now from the fatéand 

furniture of a Gity,to build up along Letter 
and vo. write of my felf; were but to mcibfe 
2 poor handfull: of ftraw for atoken ina 

Lectercyet I will cell you, that-I am ac London 
onely to provide for Monday, when I 
fhall ufethac favour which my Lady Bed- 

ford hath afforded mi, of siving her nameé 
to my daughter; which tention to you, 

as. welltofheo that covet any: dccafion of 

a gratefull {peaking of her favours, as chat, 

becaufe have thought the day is likely. co 


bring you co London, 1 ssight cell you, thas 


frail chewe finde'fisch company, aé (1 dhink) 
you will nos be: loth to accompany to 
Avg, 1608, Tourer er fiend * 

= 4 oe = a }. Bosine: : 
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a ToSir H. Wootton, = : ; a! 
, SIR, en, a a . 
/T Hat which isat firft buta vification, 
+ BL and a civill office, comes quickly te 
bea haunting, and an uncivill importunity: 
my often writing might befubjectco fuch 
a mifinterpretation, if ic were not:to you, 
who as you know thatthe affeCtion which © 
fuggelts and dictates them, is ever one, and 
continuall, and uninterrupted; may be 
leafed tothink my Letters fo too, and that 
all the pieces make but one long Letter,and 
-folknow you would not grudge to read 
any intire book of mine, atthac pace, as 
ou do my Letters, which is a leafea week: 
efpecially fuch Letters as mine, which (per- 
chance out of the dulneffe of the place ).are- 
fo empty of any relations, as that they op- 
preffe not your meditations, nor difcourfe, 
- nor memory. You know that-for aire we 
are {ure we. apprehend and enjoy it, but 
when this aire is rarified into fire,we begin 
to difpute whether it bean element, or no: 


fe 
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fo when Letters have x: convenient hands 


forme hodyiof news, they: are Letters; ‘bur 


| IZE; 


when they are fpun out of nothing, they are, 


nothing, at but apparitions , and gtiofts, 
wath fuch hollew: founds, as he that hears 
them, knows not what'they faid: You (1 
think ) and :am mitch of one fect in the 
Philofophy. of love, «which though icbed 
- direGed upga theniinde doth inkere in che 


body, and find piety entertainment there:f6 


have Letters for their principall office,to be 


feals and teftimonies.of muywuall: affeGtion; 


but the materialls and fudliof therm fhould 
be a confidentand mutuall communicating 
of thofe things which we know. How 
fhall | chen whoknow nothing write Let- 
ters? Sir,I learn knowledge enough: out of 
yours to me. [learn that there: is’ rruch 
and firmneffe and .an earneftnefs of doing 
good alive.in the world,and cherefoxe;fince 


there is{o good.company init, Ihave ndt 


fo much defire te go out of’ it, a1 had, if 
my. fortune would afford «ge any room in 
os ¥qukaow I javebdeh ad coward, nor 


ee une 
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io te{pect of the dikaiony ckiernomie’ Of the 
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confefle ,-that..I). dyed: ten -yeats: ago’; 


| ie. as. the. Primitive Church : admitted 


me of the Jews Ceremonies, nut for perpe- 
all ufé, buc becaule they would bury the 


Synagogue honoutably, though dyed at a 


blpw then Wwhion iy gourles were'diverted, 


“yer ie wilpleafinte alintetwo have hadalotig 


funerall, and co‘have kepe my felf fo tong a- 
bove ground wichous puttefaction. But this 
13. snelancholique ‘dilcomfe;--Fo. ‘change — 
therefore from sthis Metaphoricall deach to 
the true, aodthat witraliele more relifh 
of mirth, let ine tell you the good nature of 
the txetitioncr of: Parisi whowhtn atin - 
‘was: beheaded, { whio: dyihg: in ché proke 
fion of the Religton ,: bad ‘made His ‘peace 
with God tn the prifon,and fo fai toching 
asthe place of dreciltion) fworche had tas 
ther exttute: farty:-Fluguehots) then: Gite 


“Catholique; becanfe: che Huguenot ufed. 


fo few wordsabd: troubled hin-folicle, - 


others. 
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athets, in dying. Cotten: the greatSCouut Jos 

fitite! hath: fo: amportoned tae 2): to-give 
fome mddifications to the late iriterlocuto. 

ry arreftagainft the Jefuics, thac in his.pre: 
fence, the C.Soi{ens, who hadbeen prefent in 
the Courtat the tine of thearreft, and Sere 
yin the ‘Kings Advocate, who urged it, 
atid: the Premier prefident, were fenc for : 
They. canve:fo'well: provided ‘with: theit 
books, out of which they:athgned sothe 2. 
fo many, fo evident':places of ‘feditious 
doétrine;. that the.2. was well fatisfied, . 
chat iit was: fic by.all ‘meansto provides, 
eainit the teaching of thélike:dodtineia 
France.‘ The D. of Efpernan is come to Paris, — 
with: (they fay.) 600 -horfe.in his train, all 
aulichidompany, came with: him intothe 
Court 2 which is ar infolency. remarkable 
here: They fay that {carceany of the Princes 
| ee the Reeets; byt with very great 
trains. Mo dnd eaemy/could: walttheatep- 
fives of France fo much) as.fo many friends 
dis :. forthe O.dares:{carce deny any, that fo 
fhe miay have the beer’ ig make hiafte 


vaW 2 to 
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to advance her Marquis of Ancre, of whole 


greatnefle, for matter.of: command, or. - 
danger , they have no great fear, he being 
_ no very capable nor ftitring man: and 
then for his drawing of great benefits from 
the Q. they. make’ that ufe of it, that their 
Suits: pafle with leffe gppofition: I beleeve 


_ < the treafure 1s {Cattered, becaufe 1 {ee the 


_ future receipe charged with fo-very many 
 and-great penfions. . The’ Q, hath advenus: 
' xed’a little to ftop this rage of He Princes 

_ importunity, by denying.a late {uit of Soi/- 
| fons: . which. though the other; Princes 
grudge not that: Suiffirs fhatild, faile, fos he 
hath drawn infinite, foms alt¢ady; yet they 
xefent. it fomewhat.tenderly , that. gnyiof — 
them fhould be denyed, whenthaddrqhis 
obtains. That which was ‘riuich obferved 
in the Kings more childifh age, when I 
was: laft here, by:chofe: whem his fatl 

 appointedse udgeybyan. afiduous obfers 
vation, his naturall inclination,is more and 

‘more confirmed, that:his inclinations are 

. cruel, and: tyrannousjand. when: heis any 


s 7 | way. 
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‘Way affe€ted ,-his ftammering is fo ex» 
treme, ashe can utter nothing. They can- 
not draw him to look upon a fon of the 
_ Marquis,whom they have put into his fer. - 
vice. And he was foextremely affectionate 
towards the younger. fon of Beaufort, chat 
> ‘theyhave removed him to a charge which 
he hath ashe is made Prieur of Malta, but 
t there paffe fuch Letters between them 5 
y ftealth and praGife, as (though it be be- 
tween children ) icis become 2 matter of 
State;and much dilzgence.ufed to prevent — | 
the. Letters.For: the i is of Ver. 
—— pueil the: K..{peaks: often:!of cranfplad: =~ 
- ting. him into the. Church, and: oncethis _ 
Chriftmas ‘delighted himlelf to-fee. his ~- 
young brother ina Cacdinalls hdbit.: Sir, 
itis time to! take :up, for Ikhow;that any 
thing, from this place, as-foorias ic is cer- 
tain,? is: flales I have been a.great while 
‘More masinerly cowards my: Lady Bedford, 
then totrouble:her with any of min¢é own 
verfes,but having found rhefe Frenchy ver- 
Ses aeconapanicd satichia' seme real reps 
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tation here, Iconld not forbear to.aske her 
leave to fend them: I-writ to yauby Ms 
Pory the 17 of Faw. here,and he carried that 


. Letter to Paris ca gather news, like a {now- 


ball. He told methat Pindar is gone to Coy 


jiaritinople with Commiifsion to remove and 


fucceed ‘Glover: Iam: afraid you have neg- 
lected that bufinefle: Continue me in M, 
Martits good apinion: I know I fhall ne 


vec fall foprit, by any demerit of mine,and 


ways WX: Ls 


iknow: need not fear it, our of any flack- — 


neffe or flipperinefle in him, but much bu- 
finefle. may ftrangle me in. him. When. is 


{hall norcroubleyou to write ca me; [pray 


do methe favour tortéll me, how many you 


have réceived from me, for lhave now — 


much juft ‘teafon: toimagine, tharfome of 
my. Pacquets have had more honour: then 


inco the hands of greates: perfonages, then | 


— addreffed them unto: ‘Hold me full in your 


_mony of it, o 


own love, and a in that noble tefti- 
which your Letter by M. 


Pory {poke, ( which:is the only Letrer that 
re ‘ . i. - I 


LT wifhed them: ‘which isto be delivered © 


Perfons of Honour. 
F-have received, fince I came away ) and 
- beleeve rire that F hall ever. with much af. 
fegtion, and much devotion joine both 
yout fortune and your laft beft happinefie;. 
with the defire of mifte’own iri all my ci+ 
vill; ard divine wifhes', as the-only retri- 
bution in the power of ° | oo 
. et =. oe * Your affettionase fervanr 
SF Doame 


- Tothe Hanorablt Knight Sir H, Goodere. 


Y F twould go out of my -way forexcufes,. 
Lor af I did not-go out of my way from 
them: I tight avoid writing now becaufe 
. Feanmorchuft but know, chat youhave in 
this. cown abler rvants and better under-. 
ftanding the perfons and paffages of this. 
Court. Buc my hope is notin the applica-. 
dion of-ocher mens merits, to. me: howeter 
— ghundane. Belides, this cown hathfinceour: - 
comming hither, afforded enough: for all: 
to fay. "That:vehich was doasherethe 25 
of Match, and which. was. fo.ong = a: 
Beta p _ 


ry 
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publication of the marriages, :was noo; 


_ therwife publique then thatthe Spa.Ambal 


fador, having that day an audience delives 
red to the Queen that his Mafter was well. 
pleafed with allrhofe particulars which had 


been.formerly treated. Andthe French Am, 
baflador in Spain is faid to have had ing. | 
- ftrution, to do the fame office in that 


Court ,the fame day. Since that, that is to 


fay, thefe 4 laft days, it hath been folemni-. 
zed with more outward bravery then this 


Court is remembred to have appeared in. 


The main bravery was the humber of 
—horfes which were above 800 Caparazond. 


Before the dates, the town was full of the 
5 Challengers cartells, full of Rodomonta- 


_ des: but-in the execution, there were na: 


perfonall reencounters, nor other criall of 
any ability, then running at the Quintain, 
and the Ring .Ocher particulars of this, you 
cannot chufe but heartoo much, fince at this. 
time there cometoyoufo manyFrench men. _ 
But left you. fhould beleeve too much, I 


prefentyou thefe 2 precautions, that forcheir 


Geu- : 
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Gendarmery, there was no other trial chen I 
told you ; & for their bravery,no true ftuffe. 
You mutt of neceflity have heard often 
of a Book written againft the Popes jurif- 
diction, about three moneths fince, by one 
— Richer,aD*‘ and Syndique of the Sorbonifts, 
which Beok hath now been cenfurtd by 
an aflembly of the Clergie of this Archbi- 
thoprick, promoved with fo much dili- 
gence by the Cardinall Peroun, that for this: 
bufinefle he hath intermitted his replie to 
the Kiags anfwer, which now he retires to 
intend ferioufly : I have not yet had the ho- 
nour to kifle his Graces hand, though I 
have received fome half-invitations to do 


it. Richer was firftaccufed to the Parlia- 


ment, but when it was there required of 
his delators to infift upon fome propoliti- 
ons in his Book, which were either againft 
Scripture, or the Gallican Church, they de- 


fifted in that purfuit. But in the cenfure 


which the Clergie hath made, though itbe 
full of modifications and refervations of 
_ the rights of the King, andthe Gallican 
cae a 


Chur- 
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Churches, there is chis iniquicte, chat being 


tobe publifhed by commandement ofthe 
Affembly, in all che Churches of Paris, 
which is within that Diocefe, andalmoft 
all che Curates ef the Parifhes of Paris be. 
ing Sorbonifts , there is by this means a 
ftrong party of the Sarbonifts themfelves 
raifed againft Richer, yet againftthis cen- - 
fure, and againft three or four which have 
oppofed Richer in print, he meditates an an- 


- fever. Before it fhould come forth E defired: 


to fpeak with him, for I had {aid to fome 
of the Sorbonift of his party, that there was. 
fo propofition in his Book, which J could 
not fhew in Catholique authors of 300. 
years: I had from himan affignationto . 
meet, and at the hour he fent me his excufe,. 


which was, that he had been traduced to. 


~ have had-conference with the Ambafladors 


of Arigland, and the States, and with the D. : 
_ Of Bovilox, andthathehadacceptedapen- 
fion. of the Kingof England. and withall,, 


that ic had beer very well teftified tohim 
that day, thatthe Jefuits had offered 10 cor- 
a > -, Yup 


- 
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supt men wath rewards to-kill him, Which 


I doube not but he apprehended for true, 


becaufe a meflenger whom I fent to fixe © 


another time of meeting withhim, found 
him in an.excreme trembling, and ‘irrefo- 


Jucions :” fo that [had nomore, butan in- | 


treaty to forbear comming to his-houfe, or 
drawing him out of it, till ic mightbe 
- wathdut danger or obfervation. | They. of 
hg held a: Synod at ‘this time in 
this Town, in which the principall bufi- 
nefle is to. rectifie, or atleaft. to mature, 
againft-their Provinciall Synod,’ which 
fhall be held in May, certain opinions of Ti- 
lenus a Divine of Sedan, -with which the 
Churches of France are {candalized. The 
chief point is, Whether our falvation be to 
be attributedto the paffive merit of Chrift, 
_ whichis his death, or to his aétive alfo, 
whichis his fulfilling of the Law. But 

~ ‘doubt net but thac will be well compofed, 
if Tilenws who is here in perfon with two 
other affiftants, bring any difpofition to 
fubmut himfelf to the Synod ,and not onely 
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and heartily abhorre all fchifm in Religion 
fomuch, as, I proteft, fam forry to finde 


~ this appearance of {chifm amongft our ad- 


verfaries the Sorbonifts. for 1 had rather 


~ they had held cogether,to have made a head 


againft the ufurpations ofthe Ro. Church, - 
then that their difuniting fhould fo enfeeble 
them, as that the Parliament fhould be left 
alone to ftandagainftthofe tyrannies. Sir; 
you will pardon my extravagancies in thefe 
relations. I look upon nothing fo-intentive- 


ly asthefethings, nor fals there any thing 


within my knowledge, which .I would 
conceal from you Though it concern not 
youto know it, yet mé thinks it concerns 
me totellit. Thar (ook of which you writ 
to mé,is come hither, and hath brought me 
other Letters, but not thofe of which you 
.writtome, which pacquet, he faies, you 


_ Yeceived again of him; whether by his falf- 
- hood, or by your: diligetice. in feeking a 
-worthier meflenger, [know not; but Iam 


fureL-never loftany thing with more for- - 


ae Trew, 


| Perfons of Honour. 


133 


row sbecanke Lam thereby le flilin uncer. 


tainties, and irtefolutions, of that-which I 
defire muchto know in womens bufinef- 
- fes. If you write’ this way any more, chufe 
no other means, then by M* Bruer atthe 
Queens Arms a Mer¢er in. Cheapjfide :. “he 
fhall alwaies know where we are, and we 


are yet in a purpofe to go from hence with- 


ina fortnight, and difpofe our felvés,ta be 
at Frankford the 2 5 of May, when the eleéti- 
on of the Emperor fhall be there. Though 
_ [bemeerly pafsivein .all this pilgrimage, 
yet Ifhall be willing to advance that de- 


ares eee ro ee a ee Oe GR Re mE Orie zr 
fign; becaufe upon my promife that I 


“ would doe fo, Sir Reb. Rich gave me his, 
_ that he would divert from his. way to Italy 
fo much, as to be there then. When I came 

to this Town I found Mi’ Matthew, diligent 
 tofinde a means to writeto you, fo thar at 
this time, when there go fo many, I cannot 
doubr but he provideshimfelf, therefore: I 
did not ask his commandement, nor offer 


him the fervice of thisPacquet. Sir, you: 


are not evener to your felf, in your mofk 


53 gene- 
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generall wifhes of your own good, then I 
amt in my particular, of whichnone rifes 
in me, that is not bent upon your enjoying 
of peace and repofednefle in your fortunes, 
in your affections, and.in your confctence, — 
more then - which I ‘know. -not how: to 

wifhto | | | 
Paristheg Apr. = Your very affetlionate fervant and 
— - 1612. here. oS" dover YF Donne. «:- 


- - 


f 


| To Sir H. Wotton. a . | 

.  Octob.: the 4" 16 22. almoft ad midnight. . | 

A LL our moralities are but our out- 

. & works,ourChriftianity is our Citadel, 
aman who confiders duty but the dignity 
of his being a.man, is noteafily beat from. 
his ourworks, but from his\Chriftianity 
never ; and therefore} dare truft you, who 


contemplates them: both. Every diftem- 
per of the body now, iscomplicated with 


the fpleen, and when we were young men 


| P erfons of¢ Honour. 
wedtarce ever heard of the fpken, Jn our 


+- 
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_declinarions now, every actidentis accom. _ 


panied with heavy clouds of melancholy ; 


_and in our youth weneveradmitted any, Ie 


is the fpleen of the. minde, and we are affe- 
ted with vapors ‘from thenoe,; yet cruly, 
even this fadnefle that overtakes us, and this 
yeelding tothe fadneffe, is not fo vehement 
_apoifon (though itbeno Phyfick neither) 
as thofe falfe waies, in which we foughe 


our comforts in ourlooferdases. You are. 


able co make rules to your felf, and our 
B, Saviour continue co you an ability-to 
keep within thofe rules, And this particu- 
lar occafion of your prefent fadnefle muft 
be helped by the rule, for, for examples you. 
will{carcefindeany, {caraeany that is not 
encombredand diftrefled in his fortunes.. 
Thad locked my felf, fealed.and fecured my 
felfapain{tall pofsibiliies: of falling’ into: 
new debts, and-in good faith, this year hath 
thrown me 400! lower then when I entred: 


this houfe. Iam a Father as well as you,. 
and.of children ({ humbly:thank God) of 


as: 


“ 


Bo 


_ fenfe, in ragges ; elfe I had written leffe,and 


Letters to feveral 


as good difpofitions ; and in faying fo, 1 
make account that] havetaken my com- - 
parifon as high as I could goe; for in good 
faith, [beleeve yours to be fo: but as thofe 
my daughters (who are capable of {uch 
confiderations) cannot but fee my defire 


toaccommodate them in this world, fo I 


think they wall not murmure if heaven 
muft be their Nunnery, and they affociated 
tothe B. virgins there: I know they would 


be content to paffe their lives ina Prifon, 


rather then I fhould macerate my felf for 
them, much more to fuffer the mediocrity 
of my-houfe, and my means, though that 


_ cannot preferrethem : yours are {uch too, 


and it need not that patience, for your for- .. 
tune doth not fo farre exercife their pati- 
ence. But to leave all in Gods hands, 
from whole hands nothing can be wrung 
by whining but by praying, nor by pray- 


ing without the Fiat voluntas tua. Sir, you 


are ufed to my hand, and, I think have lei- 
fure to Spend fome time in picking out 


- In 


wich | 
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on longer time. Here is room for an Amen, 
the prayer ---- fo I am going to my 
bedfide to make for all you and all yours, 


Your true friend and fervant in Chr. fefus 


A.V. Merced. . 

- $7 R, | ety ar : 
Write not to you out of my poor Libra- 
_ Ary, where to caft mine eye upon good 
Authors kindles or refrefhes fometimes 
meditations not unfit to communicate to 
near friends; nor from the high way, 
where I am contracted, and invertedinto 
my felf,; which are my cwo ordinary for. 
ges of Lettersto you. ButI write fromthe 


BZ 


fire fide in my Parler, and inthe noife of — 


three gamefome children ; and by the fide — 


of her, whom becaufeI have tranfplanted ._ 


into a wretched fortune, J muft labour to 


difguife that from her. by all fuch honeft 


devices, as giving her my company,and — 


‘difcourfe, therefore I fteal from her, all che 


time 
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time which I give this Letter,and itis there- 
Fore that I take fofhorta lift, and gallop fo — 
faft over it, I have not been out of my houfé 


-fince I received your pacquet. As I have 
rauch quenched my fenfes, and difuled my 


body from pleafure, and fotried how Ican 
indure to be mine own grave, fof try now 
how | can fuffer a2 prifon, And fince it 
is but to build one wall more abour. eur 


— foul, fhe is ftill in her own Center, how 


many circumferences foever fortune ot oir 
own perverfnefle caft about her; 1 would 
Icould.as well intreat her ta go our,as fhe 
knows whither co.go. Buc if I melt into a: 

melancholy whileft I wrice, I fhall be taker 
in the manner: and 1 fic by.one.tooten- 
der towards the. rmprelsions, aad x is fo 


‘much our. daty, to.avoid all. acrafions of 


giving them. fad apprehenfions, as S. Hie. 
yome accules Adami of no-other faulc in eating: 


the Apple, but char he did it Ne contr 1/Laretur 


~ deliceas fuas, J aranot carefull what I write, 


becaufe the inclofed Letters may dignicfie 


this ill favoured. bark,and they aged ner’ 


grudge: 
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grudge fo coyrfe acauntenance , becaule 
they are now to accompany themfelves,my 
man fetched them,and. therefore I can fay 


no more of them then themfelves fay, Mi" 
Measlyincreated meby her Letter to haften 


hers. asJ chink, for by-my troth [cannot 


read it. My Lady was dilpatching in fo 
mutch hafte for Twicknam, as fhe gave no 
word toa Letter which I fence with yours; 
of Sir Tho, Bartlet, 1 can fay nothing, nor 
of the plague, chough your Letter bid me : 


R39 


but chathe diminifhes, the other increafes, 


butin whae proportion lam sotclear. To 
them at Hammerfmith, and M' Herbert } 
will do your command. If I have been 
good in hope, or can promife any little of- 
fices in the future probably , -it is comfor- 
table, for Iam the worft p#eferit man in the 


world:yet the inftant, though it be nothing,. 


joynes tirhes together’, and therefore this 


inprofitablenefs, fince'l have been,and veil” 
ftillindevour to be fo, -fhall not interrupt 


me now froin being’ 


Pe ay eyaant and lover’. ~— 


a One a | 2 0 


14.0 


«STR, 


Letters to feverall 


«6 the beft Knight Sir H. Wootton. 


. 


V V Hen I faw your good Counteffe 
Be laft, fhe let me think that her 


meflage by her foot-man would haften you — 
up. And it furthered that opinion in 


-me, when I knew how near M. Mathews. 


day of departing this kingdome was. To 
counterpoyfe both thefe, I have a little 


Letter from you brought tome to Micham - 


yelterday, but: left at my lodging two days, 
fooner : and becaufe that {peaks nothing 
of your return, am content to be perplex- 
ed in it: ‘and as in all other , fo inthis 


perplexity to-do that which is ‘fafeft. 


To me it 1s fafeft to write, becaufe it per- 
formes a duty, and leaves my -confcience 


well: and though it feem not fafeft for the 


Letter, which may perifh, yet.I remember, 


thas in the Craciate for the warres inthe 


Elly Land, and fo.in all Pilgrimages enter- 
prifed in devotion, he which dies in the 
way,enjoyes all the benefic.and indulgences 
a. ee which, 


sats neem, - | - 
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~ the —- came tothe fea fide,and waded. 


Into thefea, when windes and tydes re- 
2 Eg fied: 


tS 
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a le ee ee 


{ifted: fo we chink our-felvesjaftly: excufas . 

bie-to‘our friends andiour felves, if when 
we fhould do bufinefle, we come to the 
place of bufinefle, as Courts anid the houfes 
of great Princes ‘and officers. -I'do not fo 
gauch intimate your’ infirmity in this,as 
frankly confefle mine own, ‘The mafter of 
Latine language ays, Ocul: eo aures akorum te 
Joecudantur € coflediunt.So thofetwo words 
are fynénimeuis, & only the obfervation of 
others upon me, is my prefervation from 
extreamn idlenefle, elfe1 profefle, that I hate 

—-bufineffe fo much; as 1am fometimes glad 
to remember, that the’Roman Churchreads 
‘that Verfe A negotto perambulance in tenebrts, 
which -we.reade froiri the peftilence wal- 
‘king- by’ night; fo eqtal to. -me: do. the | 
plague and bufinefle deferve avoiding, but 
you will neither beleéve that [abhor bufi- 
neff, if I anlarge chis Letter, nor that] 
‘would‘afford you that eafe which baffect, 
Therefore returne to your pleafures.- 


Po we hb Lemmunprafitablelt friend 
‘March 14. 1667, i | Jo. Donne. - 


———— 
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Weis wey third Letter : which Itell yon, | 
becaufe I fonnd not M". Rogets-but left... os 
_ the Letter which I fent laff, with a ftran- 

ger at Cliffords Inne. - - 


ToswH.G. 
Sir, | | —_ ; 
oF tis “14 of November lat réceived 
gf -yours of the 9,28 Iwas in the ftreee 
going to fup with my Lady Bedford,] found 
all that company forepoflefled witha won: 
der ee haf’ facunday.. 'J-per- 
ceive, that a¢ your inermmanting; your.Ley- 


” | 


ters to me, gave mre rexfontolopefor you; — 


fo-fome more dire@ addrefle or confcience: 
of your bitimelie: herve, hind ionprineed is: 
thenr ar affitance. of yoursomiming; this 
Letter fhalt bur tatke, ner difcomle, i 


fhall but goKip, not confider,nerconfulr,. 


fit’ is made: Halfe wich wprejpdice'afioe} 
— tg loft by the «way... The: King’ is. donc 
this day: for Royer: and hathlege weichthe: 


Queen acommand ment tomeditateupon | 


gO EY ek 
<2 ww hiace, aa 
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a Mafque for Chriftmas, fo thatthey grow 
ferious-about, thar -already, that will haften 
my Lady Bedfords journey, who goes with- 
in ten days from hence to her Lord, but by 
reafon of this, can make no long ftay there. 
Fuftiman the Venetian is gone hence, and 

one (arraw come in his place: that State 
hath taken a frefh offence ataFriar, who 
refufed to abfolvea Gentleman, becaufe he 
would not exprefle in confefsion -what 
books of Father Paul, and fuch, he knew to. 

_ be inthe hands ofany others; the State com- 
manded him. out of that territory inthree _ 
hours warning, and he hath now fubmit. 
ted himfelf, and is returned as prifoner for 
Mantua, and {o remains as yet. Sir H. 
Wootton who writ hither, addes alfo chat 
upon-his knowledge there are 14000 as 
good Proteftants as he in that State. The 
Duke Joyen{e 1s dead, in Primont, returning 
from Rome, where M. Mole who went with — 
the L. Roffe, is taken into the Inquifition, 
and I {ee {mall hope of his recovery ( for he 
hadin fome tranflations of Pleffis books 

. | OO talked 
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talked of Babylin and ‘Antichrift.. Except it 
fall out thar one. Strange :a Jefuic in the 
Tower, may be accepted for him. To come 


male 


alitcle nearer my felf, Sir Geffery Fentonone . 


of his Majefties Secretaries in reland is 
dead; and I havemade fome offer for the 
place, in prefervation. whereof, as I- have 
had occafionto imploy all my friends, fol 
have not found in-themall (except Bedford) 
more haftand words ( for when thole two 
are together, there is much comfort even in 
the leaft) then in the L.-Hizy. In good 
faith he promifed fo roundly, fo it: 
ly, fo profufely, as I fufpected him, but per- 
formed what ever heundertook, (and my 
requefts were the meafures of his under- 
takings) fo readily-and tsuly, that his com- 
lements became obligations, and having 
{poke like a Courtier, did like a friend. 
This I tell you, becaufe ‘being ieee 
‘any ability of exprefling my thanktulnefle 
tohim: by arty proportionall:fervice, Ido, 


as muéhas Ican.,- thank him by thanking. 


eek, 


—— lofiyen, who begot, ot futfed Hide-good 
u itd V Beas 


ant- . 
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imprefsions of mein him. Sir, as my dif- 


~ eretion would do, my fertune doth bring 


all my debts into one hand, for owe you 
what ever Court friends do for me, yea, 
whatfoever 1 do for my felf, becaufe you al-_ 
moft importune me, to awake and ftare the 

Court in the face. I know net yet what 


_conjectureto make of the event. BucIam 
-eontent to go forwarda little more inthe 


madnefle of muifsing rather then not pre- 
tend, and rather wear out, then ruft. Icis 
extreme late, and as this Letter is nothing, 
fo if ever it come to you, you will know it 
without a name, and therefore I may end 
it here. _ : 


To the Honenvable Knicht Sir H. Goodere, 
SIR a 
Hough you efcape my lifting up ef 
|B your latch by removing, you cannoc 
my Letters,yet of this Letter Ido not much 


—accufe my felf, for I ferve your Command- 
ment in it, forisis only to convey to you - 


this. 


| Perfons of Honour. 
this paper oppafed to thofe, with which 
you truftéed me.fcis(I cannot fay the waigh- 


tyeft, buc truly ) the faddeft lucubratten 


and nights paflage chat everI had. Por. ir 


_exercifed thofe hours, which, with extreme 
danger of her, whom I fhould hardly have 
abftained from recompenfing for. her 
company in this world, with accompany- 
ing her out of it, encreafed my poor family 
with afon. Though her anguifh, and my 
fears, and hopes, {eem divers and wild di- 
ftraétions from this {mall bufinefle of 
-- your papers, yet becaufe they all narrowed 


themfelves, and met in Via regia, which is _ 
the confideration of our felves, and God, 


I chought it time not unfit for this difpatch. 
Thus much more then needed [have told 
you, whileft my fire was lighting a T1- 
combs roaclock. : | 
fe. _ - Yours everintirely — 


J. Donne. 


‘Ve 
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 Tothe Honourable K night H, G. 


SIR, © | fae ee 
Our Son left here a Letter for me, 
J from you. But! neither difcern by ic 


that you have received any of mine lately ; 


which have been many, and large, and too. 
confident to be loft, efpecially fince, (as I. 
remember ) they always conveyed others. 
to that good Lady, neither dol know 
where to finde, by any diligence, yourfons - 
lodging. ButI hope he will apprehend that. 

impoflibility in me, and finde me here, 
where he fhall alfo finde as much readi- 
nefle to ferve him, as at Pole/worth. This. 
Letter of yours makes me perceive ,-that 


that Lady hath exprefled her purpofe to 


. you in particular, for the next term, Accor- 
- dingly, I make my promifes: for fance one 
_ that meant but to flatter, coldan Emperour, — 


that his benefits were to be reckoned from 
the day of the promife, becaufe he never 


- failed, it were an injury from metothe 


neh 


conftancy of that neble Lady, if Ifhould — 
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not, afloon as fhe promifes, do fome act — 
of aflurance of the performance, which [ 
have done, as I fay, in fixing times to my 
‘creditors; for by the end of next terme, [ 
will make an end with the world, by Gods 
grace. Ilack you here, for my L. of Dorfee, — 
he might make a cheap bargain with me 
now, and difingage his honour, which in 
good faith, is a litle bound , becaufehead- 
mitted fo many witneffes of his large dif- 
pofition towards me. They are preparing 
for a Mafque of Gentlemen: in which M. 
Villars is, and M. Karre, whom [told you 
‘before my L. Chamberlain had broughe 
into the bed-chamber. I pray, 1f you make 
not, fo thick goings as you ufed, fend this _ 
-Letterto that: good woman, for it is not. 
‘only mine. ff I could {tay this Letter an 
hour, I fhould fend you fomething of Sa- 
voy, for: Sir Rob. Rich, who is now conte 
from Court, hath laid a commandment - 
upon-me by meflage to waite upon him; 
and I know his bufines, becaufe he never . 
fought me, but in.one kinde. Buttheim- — 
, | V3 -. portunity: 


‘ y 
ee Ga ae ko ee, fat t-te 
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- portuny of the houre excufes me, and deli- 
vers you from further trouble from 


23 Decemb. | Your very true friend and fervant 
, » Donne, 


| To Sir H.G. 
SIR, | » 5 
Love to give you advantages upon me, 
| tan a my felfinneed be 
pardon from you, by not comming to you; 
yet I am fcarce guilty enough to {pend 
much of your vertue from you, becaufe I 
knew not of your being come till this your 
Letter told me fo, in the midft of dinner at 
Peckbamthis Monday. Sir,lam very truly 
yours,if you have overvalued me in any ca- 
pacity,! willdo what I can to overtake your 
hopes of mel with my felf whacfoever you 
wilh me; and {fo Ido, whatever you with 
your felf. I am prifoner and clofe, elfe1 
had not needed this pardon, for I long 
-aauch, and much more by occafion of your 
Letter, to fee you: when you finde that 
7 es - good 
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ood Lady emptieft of bufinefle and plea- 


ure, prefent my humble thanks; you can 
do me no favour, which I need not, nor 
any, which I cannot have fome hope to de- 
ferve, but this,for I have made her opinion 
of me, the ballance by which weigh my 
felf, I will come foon enough to deliver 
my thanks to Sir 7. Harr. for your eafe, 
whom I know [have pained with an. ilfa- 


~ youred Letter, but my heart hathone ftyle, 


. and charaéter; and is yours in wifhing, 


and in thankfulnefle. 


| . : J. Donne. 
Peckham Adouday afrerncos. | 


Tothe Honourable Ser R. D. 

$x, sts 7 
[ Gave no anfwer tothe Letter I received 
§ from you upon Tucflday, both becaufe f 
had init no other commandment byic but 
to deliver your Lecter cherein, which I did; 
and becanfe that Letter found me under 
very much fadnefle, vehich ( according to 
~ the proportion of ills thar fall upon me} 

_ = is 
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— is fince allo increaled fo thatl had noe writ. 


ten now, if I had been fure to have been 
better able to write next week ,which I have 
not much appearance of: yet there was 


committed to my difpoficion ( thatis , left 


atmy houfe in: my abfence) a Letter from 
Sir W. Lover ,buc it was fome hours after all 
pofsibility of fending it by the carrier, fo 
that Mr. .W. Stanbope giving me the ho- 


nour of a vifite at that. time, and being in- 


ftantly to depart, for your parts, did me the 
favour to undertake the delivery of it to 


. you. With me, Sir, ic is thus, there is not 


one perfon (befides my felf) in my houfe 


well, I have already loft half a child, and - 


with that mifchance of hers, my wife fallen 
into an indifpofition, which would afflia& 


~ her much, buc that the fickneffle of her chil- 


dren ftupefies her: of one of which, in 
good faith, I have not much hope,. This 
meets a fortune fo ill provided for phyfique 


and fuch relief, thatif God fhould eafeus 


with burialls, I know not well how toper- 
forme even that. I flatter my felf in this, 
| ‘  ‘thac- 
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that Tam aie nor can I truly dye fa- 
fter by:any walte;then by lofle of children. ; 
But Sir, 1 will mingle no more of my fad- 
nefs to you,but wil a little recompentfeit,by 
telling you that my L. Harrington, of whom 
a few days: fince they were doubrfull, is fo 
well recovered that now they know:allhis _ 
difeafe to be the Pox, and Meafels mingled. 
This I heard yefterday : for I have not been 
there yet. Icame as:‘near importunity as 1 
could,for an anfwer from Effex houfe, but 
this was all, that he fhould fee you fhortly 
himfelfe.; 2 
ay 8. Youn fervant 
a i. Donne. 


- E cannot tell you fo much, as you tell. 
‘me, of: any thing from my Lordof'Som. 
fince: the Epzthalamion , — for 1 heard. . = 
nothing... + ee oe 
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To the Honourable Kvight Sir H. Goodere, 


SaR, 


I Have but one excule for mot fending 


you the Seomon that you do‘me the ho- - 
nourtocommand, and I forefee, that be- 
fore [take my hand from this paper, I 
fhalllofe the benefit of thatexoufe. it is, 
that for more then twenty days, 1 have been 
savelled with a pain, in my right wrift, fo 
hike the Gout,as makes me unable to write. 
The writing of this Letter will implore a 


commentary for that, that I cannot write 


legibly; for that I cannot write much, this 


Letter will teftifie againft me. Sir, 1 be- 

feech you, at firft, tell your company, that I 
decline mat the férvice out. of fullenneffe 
nor lazimefle, nor that any fortune damps 
me fo much gs that I anaoc fenfibleof she 


honour of their cemmanding it, but a 


meer inexperience whether I be able to 
write eight hours or no; but I will ery 
next week , and either do it, for their fer- 


vice, 


mere erase aera mmansiaeenmmien aaa 
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vice, or fink in cheiz fervice. Thisis Thur 
day: andupon Tuelday my Lady Bedford 
cametothistown: this afernoon J prefen- 
ted my fervice to her, by M''* Withrington: 
and fo asked leave to have waited upon 
them at fupper: butmy meflenger found 
them ready to gointatheir Coach: fothae 
a third Letter which I received from M‘ 
Dadley, referring me to M'* Withringtens re- 
lation of all chat Seate, I lofe ic till cheir 
return to this town. To clear you in that 
wherein I fee by your Letter that I had not 
well expreffed my felf in mine, Sir Ed. 
Herbert writ to Sir Ed.Sackyi , notto preffe 
the King to fix any certain timeof fending . 
him, till he was come over, and had {po- 
ken with the King: Sir Ed. Sackyil col- _ 
le&ts upon that, that Sir Ed. Hf! meanes to 
goagain, Ithink itis only, that he would 
have his honour fo faved, as not to feem to 
be recalled, by havinga fucceffor, before he 
had emptied the place. We hear nothing - 
from my Lord of Daucaffer, nor have we 
any way to fend to him. Fhave not feen 
= XX 2 my 
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my Lady Donca/ter for fhe croft co Penburft, 
and from thence to Petworth, my Lady. 
Jfabella cameto this Town; where, before 


' hercomming,a Letter attended her from 


my Lady of Tichfield : and thither fhe 
went, with their fervants, who ftaid her 
comming. Hither came lately Letters with 
good{peed fromVienna,in which there is no 
mention of any fuch defeat, as in rumour 
C. Mansfeld hath been faid to have given 
tothe D. of Bavyer: buctheir forces were 
then within fuch diftance, as may have 
procured fomething before this time Thole 
which watched advantages in the Court 
ofthe Emperour, have made that ufe of C. 
Mansfelds proceedings , as that my. Lord 
Dighy complains that thereby the forward- 
neffe_in which his negotiation was, is 
fomewhat retarded. He proceeds from. 
thence into Spzin. The D.of Bavyer bath pre- 
{ented the Emperour an account of 1200™!. 


‘fterling in chat warre, to be reimburfed : 


and finding the Palatinate tobe intreaty, 
hath required a great part of Auftria for his — 
_ fecurity, 
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fecurity, and they fay, ic is fo-tranfated: 
which is a good figne of a poflibility in the 
refticution of the Palatinate. Forany thing I 
difcern, their fears are much greater from 

~ Hungary, then from Bohemia; and the lofle of 
Canon, in agreat proportion, and other 
things, at the death of Bucquay,was much 
- greater, then they foffered to be publifhed, 
We here Spinola is pafled over at Rhenebery, if 
‘it be fo, they are no longer diftraéted, whe- 
ther he wotild bend upon Fuliers, or the 
‘Palatinate. I know not what you hear 
from your noble fonin law, who fees thofe 
things clearly in himfelf, and in a near 
diftance; but I hear here, that the King ~ 
hath much loft the affection of the Englifh 
‘in thofe parts. Whether ic proceed from 
any fowsreneffe in him, or that they be o- 
‘therwife taken off, from applying them- 
felvesto him, [know not. My Lord ofS. 
‘Albons hath found fo much: favour ‘as that 
‘a penfion of 2000 |. will be given him, 
he defites, that ‘he might have it for years, 
‘that fo.he might transferse.itupon his cre- 
TS X 3 ditors, 


_ re n Se ee 
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| ‘ditors, or thacin place of it he might have 
8000 |. for he hath found a difpofitionia 
his creditors (to whom I hear he hath paid 
~- -3000h finceby retyring ) to accept 8000 h, 
‘forall his debts, which are three times.as 
much. I have been fome times with my L, 
of Canterbury, fince by accident, to give you 
his own words, I fee him retain his for- 
‘mer cheerfulneffe here and at Croydon, but I 
do not hear from Court, that he hath an 
ground for fuch aconfidence, but that his 
cafe may need favour, and not have it. That 
place,and Bedington, and Chelfey, and High- 
gate, where that very goodman my Lord | 
Hobardis, and Hackney, withthe M. of the 
Rolls, and my familiar Peckham, are my 
circumferrence. No place fo eccentrique to 
me,as that I lye juft ac London; and with 
thofe fragmentary recreations I muft make 
fhift to recompenfe the mifsing of that 
contentment which your favour opensto . 
me, and my defire provokes me to, the 
kifsing of your hands at Polefworth. My 
daughter Conflance is-at this time with x 
= 3 | or 
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me, who otherwile live upon the almes of 
others,'‘a houskeeper, fora moneth, and 
fo the is my fervant below ftairs and my 


19 


- for the emptinefie of the town, hath made - 


companion above: fhe was at the table — 


with me, when your Letter was brought, 
andi pay hera piece ofher petition in do- 
ing her this office, to prefent her fervice to 
my Lady Netherfoles, and ‘her very good 
filter. But chat {heis goneto bed twohours 
before f writ this, fhe fheuld have figned, 
with {ich a hand as your daughter Mary 
didto me, that-which1 teftifie for her, cha¢ 
Phre is as: affeéttonate a fervantto them all, 
as'their goodneffe hath created any where. 
Sir Ifhall recompenfe my tedioulnefle, wn 


clofing nrineeyes witha prayer fer yours, — 
as for mine own ‘happmeffe, for Lamal- — 


_ molt in bed; ifit were my lait bed, and 
upon my lat bubneffe there, Lfheuld:nor 


omit to joynyou- with — 
— Taur very bumble avd wery thank full 
Ang. 30,1682. - lervavt in Chrift Fefus 


§. Donne. 
@ 
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To his honowrable friend st H. G. 
S i R, 


; T O youthatare not ot eafily alia 


and in whom, I hope, neither my. 
Religion nor Morality can fuffer, I dare 
write my opinion of that Book in whofe 
bowels you leftme. Ithath refrefhed, and 
given new. juftice. to my ordinary. com- 
plaint, That the Divines of thefe times, are 
become meer, Advocates, asthough Religi- | 
on were a temporall inheritance, they 
plead for it with all fophiftications, and ib 


lufions, and forgeries: -And ‘herein’ are 


they likelt Advocates, that though they be 
feed by the way, with Dignities, and other — 
recompentfes, yetthat for which they plead 
is none of theirs. They write for Religion, 
without it.. In the main point in queftion, - 
I think truly thereis.a perplexicy. (as farre as 

I fee yet) and both fides may be in juftice, 


and innocence, and the wourids which 


they infli& upon the adverfe part, are all /¢ 


fafe 
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{afe without the Oath 5 fince they profefte, 


that Clergie-men, though Traitors, are no 
"Subjects, and that all the reft may be none 
tomorrow. And, as clearly ,the Suprema- 
cy which the Rox Church pretend, - were 
 diminifhed; if 1c were limited, and will 
as illabide that, or difputation, as the Pre-. 
rogative of temporall Kings, - who being: 
the onely judges of their prerogative, why. 
may not Roman Bifhops, (foenlightned 

as they are prefumed by them)be good wit- 

~ nefies oftheir own fipremacie; which is. 


now fomuch impugned ? But for this par- _ 


ticular Author, looked for more prudence, 


and humane wifdome in him, in avoiding — 


all mifcicings, or mif-interpretings,becaule 
at this time, the-watch is fet, and every bo- 
dies hammer is upon that anvill, and to 
dare offend in that kinde now, is,for a theef 
to leavethe covert, andmeeta ftrong hue 
and cry in theteeth : and yet truly chis man 
is extremely obnoxious in that kinde; for, 


though he haveanfwered many things ful--_ 


ly, (asno book ever gave more advantage 
oe + Y then 
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then chat-which he undertook) and abound 


in delicate applications, and ornaments, 
_ from. the divine and prophane authors, 


yet being chiefly ‘converfant about two 


points, he prevaricates in both. For, for - _ 


the matter, which is the firft, he referres it 
intirely, and namely, ta that which D. Mor- 


ton hath fad therein before, and foleaves — 
itroundly.: “And for the perfon (which is 


the second) upon' whom he amaflés as ma. 


ny opprobries, as any ather could deferye, 


he prononnecth, thar. he will account any 


_ antwyerfrora his adverfary, flaunder,except 
—hedo (ashehath done) draw whatfoever 


he Githof him, from Authors ofthefame 
Religiors, andin print: “And fo, he having 


made ufe.of all the Quodlibecaries, impura- 
tionsagainft the other, cannot be obnoxi- 


_ oushuméelf in chat kinde, and fo hath pro- 


vided fately. : Ic were no fervicetoyou, to 
fend you ray notes upon the Book becaufe 


theyare fandy, and incoherent ragges, for 


my memory, not for your frdgenient, and 


_ te extend them to an eafinelle, and per{pi- 


‘culty, | 


‘ 
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cuity, would makethema Pamphlet, not 


a Letter. I will therefore deferre them till I . 
fee you ;. and inthe meantime, I will ad-_ 


venture to fay to you, without inferting 


one unneceflary. word, that the Book is full 


of falfifications in words, and in fenfe, and 


of falfhioods in matter of faét,and of incon. — 


fequent and unfcholarlike atguings, and 
of relinquifhing the King, in many points 
of defence,and of contradiction of himéelf, 
and of dangerous and fufpected Dodtrine 
in Divinitie,and of filly ridiculous triflings, 
arid of extreme flatteries, arid of neglecting 
better and more obvious anfwers, and of 
letting flip fome enormous advantages 
which the other gave, and he {pies note I 
know (as Ibegun) I {peak to you who can- 
not be fcandalized, and that neither mea- 
fure Religion (as itis now called) by Unt- 
tie, nor fufpet Unity, for chefe interrupti- 
ons. Sir, notonely a Mathematique point, 
whichisthe moft indivifible and unique 
thing which art can prefent, Howes inte 
every line which is derived from the Cen- 


Y2 ter, 


—_ 
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ter, but our foul which is but one, hath 
fwallowed up a Negative, and feeling foul, 
which was inthe body before it came,and _ 
exercifes thofe faculties yet; and God him. - 

{elfe; who only is one, feems to have been 
eternally delighted, with a difunion of per- 
fons. They whofe adtive funétion ic is, 
muft endevour this unity in Religion : and 
and we at our lay Altars ( which are our. 

tables; or bedfide, or ftools, wherefoever — 
we dare proftrate out felves toGod in pray-. - 
er) muftbeg it of him: but we mufttake 
heéd of making mifconclufions upon the 
want of it: for, whether the Maior and 
Aldermen fall out, (as with usand the Pu- 
ritans; Bifhops againft Priefts ) or the 
Commioners voyces differ who is Maior, 
and who ‘Aldermen, or what their Jurif- 
diction, (as with theBifhop of Rome, or 
whofoever) yet it 1s ftill one Corporation. 


“Micham,Thorf = = Your very affectionate fervant and 


— - Maylate, lover —_- J. Donne. 


Never heave the r emembrance of my : poor fe- : 
vice nnmentioned When you fee the good Lady, 


Te. 
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re ee ee 
Dos THe, 


SIR; 7 


. er ‘evening, : which is 5° Of ober, I 


upon makeaccount, that, my laft weeks 
Letter hath, fatisfied. you ‘ia fome. things 
which this Letter commands, cartcerning 
Pauls, yet for other things I would give you 
a drowfie relation, for itis that-time’ of 
night,thogh Ecalled irevening.At the Kings 
going from hence, upon Munday laft, we 
made accountto have feen Sir ‘Fobn Sutclin 


Secretary,-and Sir, Ro Wefton Chancellor 
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of the Exchequer, but they are not done, — 


but both are fixed : my L, (vanfield received 


his ftafle, with thefe rwo fairs obtained 


from the King Thatall Aflignations might 
be transferred intoth¢ Exchequer, and {q 
no paiments charged upon the Cuftomes, 
nor Receivers nor the-Court of Wards, &c.. 
And thatfor atime there might:be a damp. 


¥ 3 catt 
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caftupon Penfions, till they might be con- 
fidered. Inthe Low Countries the Armies 
ftirre not. Inthe Palatinate Sir-H. Vere at- 
tempting the regaining of Steme Caftle, was 
furpriféd-with the Enemy in fo much 
firenigth, thatthey write icover fora Ma- 
fter-piece,that he was able to make a retreat 
to Manbeme : fe that now the Enemy is got. 

on thacfide thé River. which Hleydelberg is 
~~ om, and I know nothing that can fland in 
his way. My L. Dighy comes from Vienna, 
before he goes into Spain, by: Count Manj- 
field, by the Palatinate, by Parts, and there- 
fote upon his comming, I fhali be ablecd 
fay fomething to you. In Sir Fobu Sutclin] 
prefime you fee an end of Sir Ro. Naunton, — 

aiid wefee an end of M' Tho. Murray too, I 

beleeve he comes no niore to the Prince. 

For the triall of my L. of Canterburies irte- 

pularey, there is a Commiffion to fixe Bi- 

ops, London, W inchefter,Rochefter, and three 
-onely elect, Leneeln, S. Davids, and Exeter: 
two Judges, L. Hobard, and Dodridge ; two 

Civiltans, Sit H.Martin,and D.Steward.The 

_ * 2S con- 


~ Perfons of Honour. 167 


confecration. of thefe elect Bifhops, and 
confequenly, my being Dean, muftacend — 
the iflueof this Commiffion. Sir-Tha, Roe 
is gone. The Proclamations of putting off 
the Patliamente, till February, areliketoom- - 
run this Letter.- It:is very late; ‘and ic is 
one act, to fay Grace after Supper, and ro 
commend my felf into the hands. of. my 
blefled Saviour,in my bedyand fo dofe this 
Letter, and: mune eies : withthe fame blef- 
fing upon allyour family. Ammen, 


ee poo forviams jn Chr. Ff, 
oe ty J Donne, 


‘FoSir Hs Gow 


4 
e 


hy 2. ee 
oo your Letter of the 10, 
yet F am not come to.an underftanding 
how thefe Carriers keep dates : fod I dzould: 
fainthink thatthe Letters which F fent up- 
on Thurfday afi might havegiven you foch 
an account of the ftate.ofmy fanuly, that 
you needed not have asked: ‘by this.: Burt 


Sir, 


are = 


“Prat a ee 
tS aeiiaied coat 
s 
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tomy. affli&tion, that my wife hath now 


_confeffed her felf to be extremely fick; fhe 
hath held out thus long toafiift me, but is 


now overturn’d,& here we bein. two beds, 
or graves; fo that God hath marked out a 
great many of us, but taken none yet. I have 
pafled ten daies without caking any thing ; 
fothat I think no man cana live more thrifti- 
ly, [have purged and vexed my body much 
fince I writ to you, and this day I have 
miffed my fit: and this is the firft time, 


_ that Icould difcern any intermifsion, This 


is enough, the reft I will fpend upon the 
parts of your Letter: Your Letterat Pauls 
is delivered. Inthe Hiftory of that remove, 
this onely perchance may be news toyou, 
that M* Alabafter hath: got of the King the _ 


_ Deans beft. Living wouh above 300! 


~ which the Dean’ had good -hope to have 


held awhile. Of that which you wiie — 
concerning a Book'of the Nullity, I have 
heard -no fyllable any other way. If you 


have I edelved it!by ‘goed hands, 1 beleeve.ie 


with 
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very incredible.‘ Though the anfwering 
of it be a work for fome, both of better abi- 
lictes really, and:in commen repusation 
alfo, yet I was like enough to have had 


— fome knowledge thereof. You mention 
again fome thing which it feems you are 


not willing J fhould underftand.of my La- 
dy Fluntington:fome of your former Letters, 


with you : otherwife the reportis naturally 
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have {poken of fome other former Letters, _ 


(which I never faw) which {peak of the 


matter as of a hiftory and thing done ; and 


thefe later Letters {peak of ‘it nla Pp | 


as of a future — Iam glad the of- 


ten remembrance of it, gives me often oc- 
cafion of thankfulneffe co her, for retaining 
me inher memory, and of profeffing my 
{elf in my end, and ways, hermoft humble 
fervant. For your Parliament bufineffe, I 


fhould be very forry, if youcamenotup, 


becaufe1 prefirme you had. fepofed many 
bufineffes, to have aes done at that time; 


but in-the ways wherein. you havegone,1 
protetT am diffident.’ For: firft, for that L. 
. oe ee - whom | 


zZ 
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whom you felicited: by Letters ‘through 
me, I tell you with the whifpering of a 
fecret, but the confidence of a friend, that 
you wall be deceived whenfoever youthink 


-- thathe fhould take any ‘delight in doing 


youacourtefte. AndIam afraid, thetrue — 
heartinefle of the. other noble Gentleman 
M. Howard, will be of {mall ufe in this per- 


- ticular,if he have but folicited my L. his fa- 


ther to referve a blanke for his friend, for 
my L. hath fuffered more denialls, even in 
places where he fent names, then could 
have beén feared. Befides M. Flow. hath 
not written to his father therein, butto M. 
Woodward, who perceiving thofe Lettersto 


be written, before: his purpofe .of being 


Knight for the fhite, thinkes thefe Letcers 
extinguifhed.You made me Offer fo long 
fince of a place (it was when you. writ into. 
the welt.) yet. I could think icnomeris to. 


_ have offered you onefince,otherwifeichath 


been fince in my power, for fincethe:M'. 
ofthe Rolls provided me one, Sir Hd ler. 


bere, wehoi makes hafte sway, madé mea 


prefent 
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fer. The bufineffe of your laft weeks Let- 
ter concerning the widow, 1s not a fubje@ 
for a feverous mans confideration. There- 
fore I only fend you back thofe Letters 


_ which you fent; and aske you leave to 
- . makethis which Iam fain tocall my good 


day,: fo much truly: good, asto {pend the 
— reft of it with D. Layfield; whois, upon 
my fummons,at this hour come to me My 
Phyficians have made me afraid, chat this 
difeafe will work into my head, and fo put 
me into lightneffes, therefore I am defi- 
-rous that I be underftood before any 

fuch danger overtake me. | 
Your true poor fervant 


4 March. 
| = 7 3 _ J-Donne, - 


To the Honourable K night Sir H. G. 
SIR, | 1 3 —S ; 
Frer I have told you, that the Lady. 
LX, Hay dyed laft Tuefday, and that to her 
end fhe was anguifhed with 


-prefenc of his; and I have hadathird of. 


he memory 
is 222 _ of 
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of the execution of that fellow which ar- 


_ tempted her in the coach.I have told you all 


which hath fallen out here.Except between 


 -youand me that may be worth the telling, 


that my L. Chancellor gave me fo noble 
and fo ready a difpatch; accompanied 


with fo fatherly advife,and remorfeformy 


~ fortunes that Jam now, like an Alchymitt, 


delighted with difcoveries by the way, 
though I attain not mine end. Ic {pent me 


fo little time after your going,that,although ~_ 


you {peak in your Letter of good difparchin 
your going,yet I might have overtaken you, 
Andcthough perchace if Ihad gone,it mighe _ 
have been inconvertient for me,to have put 
my felf into myL.Chamberlains prefence. if 
that ficknefle be earneft ac Apply, and fol 


. fhould nothing have advanced my bufi- 


neffe, yet I fhould have cometo that noble 
Lady with better confidence, and ‘more 


affurance of a pardon, when I had brought — 
a conf{cience, that I came defpoiled of all 


other refpects, only to kifleher hands, in — 
whole protection I am; fince I have,nor de- 
fie other flation; then a place inhergood: | 

opinion, 
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epinion. | took fo good contentment in 
the fafhion which my .L. Chancellor ufed 
cowards me,that out of a voluptuous loath. 
 neffe to let that tafte go out of my mouth, 
T forbear to make any furcher tryall in chac 
bufineffe tillthe King come into thefe quare. 
ters. Sorhat, Sir, am here in place to lerve 
you, if either I-be capable of your com- 
mandements, or thistown give any thing 
worth the writing. As often as you fee 
your noble friend, and her good fifter, al- 
‘low my namearoom in your difcourfe, it 
is a fhort one,and you will foon have done. 
Buc tell chem not my defireto dothem fer- 
vice, for then you engage your felfinalon- 
ger difcourfe, then 1 am worthy. Only in 
purfuit of yout conamandment I -fent the 
Paquetto the Poft, for in miné. ownun- 
-dettanding , there fhould appear {mall 
‘hope of arriving by that way, exceptyou | 
‘know otherwHe- that the LL. mean to. 
‘make fome ftay in ther return, in chofe 
parts: but the Leger 1s brought back a- 
gain,for the Polt went away yelterday, and 


7 
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they knew of no occafion of fending ti 
next week. Thereforeexcept Ican inform | 


my felf of fome good means,I willretain 


jr, till I havea frefh commandment from 
you. I fee M. Taverner ftall in this town, che 


| Lady(arey went from hence butyefterday.[ © 


amin fome perplexity what to doe with 
chis pacquet,till {ome good fortune,or your 
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Aug. 19. | o oe | 


_ To Sir H. Goodere at Polefworth. 
SIR | 

if istrue that M. Gherard told you, I had 
A that commandment from the King fig- 
nified to me by my L. and am ftill under it, 
and we are within fourteen days of our 
time for going. I leavea {cattered flock of 


wretched children, andI carry aninfirme 


and valetudinary bedy, and I goe into the 


_ mouth of fuch adverfaries, as_I cannot 


blame for hating me,the Jefuits, and yet I 


. — £0: 


el 


ee csetiny 7 
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go,Though this be no fervice to my Lord: 
yet I fhall nevercome nearer doing hima 


fervice nor do any thing liker a fervicethen 
this. Yefterday we had news by Sir Nowe 
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Carou, from Paris, that the D, of Savoy was 


elected King of Bobemia; which would cut 
oft a great part of the occafion of our going: 
buticis nocmuch credible in ic felf, nor at 
all beleeved here, becaufe itis not fignified 


from: Savoy, nox. Eleidelberg.Since M, Gher. 


continues your Gazittier,! need tell you no- 
thing of the Q. of Frances eftate. For your 
eerlsnah debe in memory of MA. Mardy, 
Efhould.tiot have {ate fo many procellag ny 


T could incline my thoughes thay way. Icis 


for lazinelie, itis novpeavity ;nlx coldaeffe 
towards his memory; oryour fervice: for I 
have thoughe of i¢ oftner,‘and longer, thes 
Tevas: wont to doin fuch things, and:no- 
thing is ‘done. ¥ our-Jaft. paoquet, in-whick 
your daughter aid Twere joynt-comjmitfi- 
_ éners, ‘was brought roime, becaufe fhe was 


at Hampton, with the Queens body:bat Ifent. 


her-partto het, andimy La Uvedallsto _ 
care | who 
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who prefents her fervice to you by me. 


now, and fays fhe will. write next week, 
and fo will Itoo, by Gods grace. You for- 


get me abfolutely and intirely, whenfoever 
you forget me to that noble Countefle. God 
bleffe you in-all, Amex. 


9 Matti. | - | Tour true fervant in Fel. Chr. 
a oe _. J. Donne. at 
 Lothe beft Knight Sir H.G. 
‘SIR, Fe 7 A | 
A. Tyour conveniency, I pray fend my 


oF Lady Bedford this inclofed , but be 


 pleafed ro put your felfto fomeinconveni- — 


ence, (if it be fo) to kifle my Lady Ruthins 


hands in my name, and to prefent my very 
humble fervice to her , and tell her , that 
no ill confcience of having deferved her, 


but only an obedience-to her command- - 
“ments keeps me from faying to her felf thus 


much ; that this day I received a letter from 

my L. of Kent, written yefterday at Wreft 

in that his Lordfhips fends me.word, that 
2 ae that 
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that favour which he hath formerly done 
me, in giving me Bloubam, isnow likely to 
fall upon me, becaufe the Incumbent is 
dangeroufly ill: and becaufe this 1s the fea- 


17 


fon in which he removes from: Wreft thi- 


ther, he defires (for Igive you his own 


word ) that he may beaccommodate there, 


( ific fall naw) as heretofore. Out of my 
abfolute and intire readinels to ferve that 
family, I fent back his meflenger with this 


an{wer, that I efteemed ita great part of my 


good fortune, that I fhould become wor- 
thy tobe commanded by him. Ifmy Lady 
- will bepleafed to dire&t-me in what parti- 
cular manner [ may beft ferve her purpo- 
fes, I fhall gladly waite upon her at any 
time,to recetve her commiand with-as much 
devotion and thankfalnefle as I received the 
— benefic. I befeech you make her beleeveit, 

as inany place you beleeve'-: © 
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To my beft of friends SirH,G. 
St R, - 

, | Heard not from you this. week; there- 
fore I write more willingly, becaufe it 
hath in it fo much more merit. ‘And I 
might do it very cheaply, fince to convey 
to you this Letter, which mine hath rhe ho- 
nour to bring, any little Letter would ferve, 
_and be acceptable for that? Becaufe it came 
not laft week,I went now to folicite 1t,and 
fhe fent it me next day with fome thankes, 
atid fomeexcufe that fhe knew not me, 
when] was with her.You know,! do not 
eafily put my felf into thofe hazards, nor 
do much brag of my valor now, otherwife 
then I purpofed it fora fervice to you, The 
— neweftthing that I know in the world, ts 
_ mynew fon: whofe mothers being well 
takes offfrom meanyaew waightupon mg 
fortune. I hear in Newgate, that M. Ma- 
‘thew is dead. The Catholiques beleeve it 
there: perchance out ofa cuftome of cre- 
 @ulicy. But thereporr, is clofe prifoner ; for 
| | 7 I 


———— Perfons of Honour. 
J never met it abroad. .This.is my third let~ 
_ ter, atk which ¥ fens by Spelty whom my 


boy found ae Abingtor houfe. | have now. 


_ two of the beft happineffes which could 
befall‘me, upon me; which are, ta be a 
widower and mi wife alive, which may 
- make you know, that tt is but for your eafe, 


that this letter is no longer, in this leafurein © 


which ( having nothing elfe to write) I 


might vary athoufand waysthatlam — - 


Mondayat night. | Your very affectionate fervant 

on 2 | _ J. Donne. | 
Tomy worthy friend G.K. 

- SIR, | 7 


7 Receive this heare that I begin this re. 
| turn, your Letter bya fervantof Sir G. - 


Grefeley, by whom alfo I haften this dif- 
patch. This needs no enlargement fince it 


hath the honour to convey. one from M. — 


Gherard. But though by telling me, it was 
a-bold letter, Ehad leaveto.open ic, and that 
havea litle icchto siake fome ‘animad- 
io = Aa2 verfions 


f 


180 | 


Letters to feverall 


~ -verfions.& Criticifmes upon it(as that there 


is aciphar too much in the fum ofthe Kings 
debts, and fuch like) yet fince my eyes do 
eafily fall back to their diftemper, and that 
Lam this-night to fup at Sir 47. Ingrams,1 
had rather forfeic their little ftrength at his 
fupper, then with writing fuch imperti- 
nencies: the beft {pending them, 1s upon 
the reft of your Letter, to which, Sir, Ican 
only fay in general], that ome appearances 
have been here, of fome treatife concer- 


ning this Nullicy whrch are faid to proceed 


from Geneva, but are beleeved to have 
been done within doors, by encourage: 
ments of fome whofe names! will not 
commit to this letter. My poor ftudy ha- 
ving lyen that way, it may prove polsible, 
thar my weak afsiftance may be of ufe ig - 
this matter, in a more ferious fafhion, then 
an Epithalamion. This made me therefore. - 
abftinent in that kinde; yet by my troth, I 


think EF. fhall not-{cape. 1 deprehend in 


my felf more then an alacrity , a vehe- 
mency to do ferviceto that company; and 
pees = e. Se ‘e 0: | 


_ . Perfons of Honour. ant:y 
~ fo,[ may finde reafon to make rime. If it be 
done, I fee not how Ican admit thatcircuic 
of fending them to you,to be fent hither; 
that feems a kinde of praying to Saints; to | 
whom God muft tell firft, chat fuch a man 
rays to them to. pray to him. So that L 
fhall tofe the honour of that conveyance; 
bur, for recompenfe, you fhall {cape the 
eZ danger of approving it.My next Letter fhall 
fay more of this. This fhall end with deli- 
vering you the remembrance of my Lady 
Bartlet, who is prefent at the fealing hereof. 
, | Tour very.true and affetlionate [ ane 
Jan, 19- : 7 
- 3 | | _ | Donne. 
_ Which name: when there is any empty 
corner in your difcour{e with that noble Lar 
— dyat Afhby, 1 bumbly befeech you topre- 
—. fent to her as.one more devoted tober fervice - 
_. thenperchance youwillfay. 2 


Aa c4 | To 


a 


| Fo Sir G. B. 
SIR, SoBe os ae 
Etween the time of making up my o- 
Bae Levers, and the hour that your 
man limited me: to call forthem, came to 
my houfe an other pacquet directed tq 
him: for by chis time,the carrier is as wife, 
as hishosfe,to go to the houfe that he hath - 
uled to go, 1 found liberty in the fuper- 
{cription to open,and fo I did; but for thae 
part which concerns him, I muft attend his 
comming hither, for 1 know not where to 
feek him, and befides, I have enough to fay 
for that part which concerns my felf. Sir, 
even inthe Letter it felf to me, I deprehend 
‘much inclination, to chide me: and it is 
but out of your habit of good language that 
you {pare me. So little occafion as that — 
-poft(cript of mine, could not bring you fo - 
near to it, if nothing elfe were miftaken, - 
-which({o God help me) was fo litrle, that I 
remember not what it was, andI would 
ho more hear again what I write in an | 
| —— officious | 
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 @fficious Letter, then whatlfaidacadrun- 
ken fiurpper. 1 had no purpofe to exercife 
your diligence in prefenting my. name to 
‘that Lady, but either Idid, or fhould have 
faid, chat 1 writ onely co fill up-any empty 
corner in your difcourfe. So, Sir, the rea- 
_ ding of the Letter, was a kinde of travell to 
me, but when I came to the paper inclofed, 
I was brought to bed ofa monfter. ‘To ex- 
prefle my felf vehemently quickly, I maft 
fay, that Ican {carce think, that you have 
read M. Gherards letter rightly, therefore! 
Tend you back your own again. Twill not 
proteft againft my beingfuchaknave,forno 
man fhall have that from me, if he expect 
it: but I will proteftagainft my being fuch 
a fool, asto depofe any thing in him-with = 
hope oflocking:it up, and againft that low- 
neffe, of feeking reputation by fo poor a 
way. Jam norio forry, that lama narrow 
‘ man, as that for ali the narrowneffe; you 
~ havenot feen through me yet, nor known 
me perfeCtly, for I might think by this, ( if 
Thad not other teftimony) that I have — 
3 | itt 


f 
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a nefty in. 


_ herknowledgein the houfe where! ferved 
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little in your contemplation. Sixteen letters 
from M, Gherard, could not ( I think ) per- 
{wadea Middlefex Jury of fo much difho- 
Your trwe fervant _— 


. 'J.Donne. 


To the Honourable Knight Sir G.P. 
STR, -. ee 
J Would have intermitted this week with- 
out writing, if ] had not found the name 


of my Lady Huntington in your Letter. The 


devotion which I owe, and (in good faith) - 
pay in my beft prayers for her good, in all 
kinde awakens meto prefent my humble 
thanks for this, that her Ladifhip retains _ 
myname in her memory: fhe neverlaid © 

obligation upoa any man, readier to ex- 
prefle his acknowledgement of them, to 
any fervanc of her fervants; I ambonnd 
to fay much ofthis, for your indemnity ; 
becaufethough I hada little preparation to 


at 


Perfonsof. Honour. : 5 


at firft, yet, think, fhe took her characters 
_of me, from you: And, at what time foe- 
ver fhe thought beft of me in her life, [am 
betterthen that, for:my.goodnefleis my 
_ thankfulneffe,and Lamm every-day: fuller. of 
that then before, to her La’, I fay nothing 
to you of forein: names in this Letter, be- 
caufe yourfon Sir Francés ishere. For thae: 


which you: write concerning your fon, I 


onely gave my man Martin charge, to 
ufe his intereft in the Keeper, that your fon 
fhould fall under no .wants there, which 
it feems your fon difcharged, for Lhear not 
of them, For other trifles; [bad my man let 


him have whatfoever he asked, fo, as it - 


might feem to come from him, and not 
me; and laying thatlook upon it, itcame 
toalmoft nothing. Tell both your daugh- 
ters apeece of aftorie of my Con, which 
may accuftome them to endure difappoint- 
ments in this world: An honourable ‘per- 
— fon (whofe name I give you ina {chedule 
to burn, left this Letter fhould be mif-laid) 
had an intention to give her one of his fons 
ati 
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and had told irme, and would have been 


content ta accept whatI, by my friends, 


_ could have begged for her ; but he intended 


‘that fonto. my Profeflion, and had provi- 


ded him already 300!a year, of-his own 
gift ia Church livings, and hath eftated. 
3,00! mere of inheritance for their children:: 
and now the youth, (who yet knows no- 
thing of his fathers intention nor mine): 


‘flies from: his refolutions for that Calling. 


and importunes his Father to lethim tra- 
well. The girle knows not her loffe, for I 
never told her of ic: burtruly, icisa great 
difappointment to me, More then thefe,. 
Sar, we mauft all {ofler, in our way to hea- 
ven, where,l hope you. and. all yours hall. 


gy Komp peer friend, and affetionate fervant:: 
7 3 Donne. . | 
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—~Besfont of Honomr.” 
To my much honewred friend &* T. Lucy. 


SIR Pa 
Have {carce had at any time any thing fo 
like news to write to you, as that I am 

 atchis Town, wecame from Spa with fo 

much refolution of pafsiag: by Holland, But 
at Mafiricht we found thae the fownefle,and 

- flackneffe of che River, would incommo- 
date us fo much, as we charged our whole 

gefts, and came hither by Land. In the way 
at Lovaine we met the E. of Arendel, to re- 

compenfe the loffe wee had. of mif 
fing my L. Chandis and his company, who 
came to Spé within a few hours after we 
came away. Sir Ed. Conaway, by otcafion of 
his bodies indi{pofition, was gone home 


before: hetold mehehad fomehope- of . 


you about Bartholomewtide: But becaule 1 
half underftood by a Letter from you, that 
you were determined upon the Countrie 
till Michaelmas, 1am not fe earneft in ende- 

rouring to prolong our ftay in thefe parts, 
as otherwile I fhould. If] could joine with 
7 Bb 2 him 
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him in that hope of {eeing you on this fide 
the water .-and if you fhould hold that pur- 


pofe of comming at that time, I fhould re. 
"pent extremely may laying of our journies , 


for (if we fhould by miracle hold any refo- 


lution) we fhould bein Englandabout that 
time, fothat! might miffe you both here; 


and there. Sir, our greateft bufineffe’ is 


a 


more in our power then the leaft, and’ we 


may-be furer to meet in heaven then i any 
placeupon earth ; and whilft weare diftane 
here, we'may meet as often as we lift’ in 
Gods prefence, by foliciting in our prayers 
for oneanother. [received 4 Letters from 
you-at Spa by long circuits. In the laft; one 
from ‘my L. Dorfet: I, who hada confci- 
ence of mine own unwerthineffe of any fa- 
your frqm bim,could not.chufe bucprefent 
my thanks for the leaft. 1 do: not therefore 
xepent my forwardnede in that officeandI 
befeech you notto-fepent your part therein. 
Since we came to this Town, there atrived 
an Extraordinary:from Spain, with a recon- 


lal 


Sirmation of the D.d’ Aumals Penfion which 
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_ is thereby 2400'a year,& he brings thetitle 


of Count, to Rodrigo de Calderon who from. 
4 very:low place, having grown..to.be Se- 


cretary to Lerma, is now Ambaflador here, 


- andin great opinion of wifdome: They; 


fay yet he goes to Prague with the Matquis — 


Spinola, and the G. ‘Buguay, to congratulate 


the Emperour :. but weall conclude here, 


thae perfons of {uch quality, being ‘great in 
matter of Warre, are not fent for fo. {mall 
ari emploiment ::. .we beleeve certainly, that 
they. deliberate a'Warre,-and that the redu- 
ction of dix being not worthy this dili- 
gence, their intentions muft be upon Cleve; 


for the new Town: which the two Prin- 


ees make by. Collen; -defpites them: match. 
The EleGtor of Ments hath lately been here, 


- upon pretence of comming in devotion to- 


Sichem,and fhortly the Eleftors of Coleinand — 


Saxonyaré tobe here feverally : . alkeoncurs 
to a difpofitibn of {achia Warre; and. the 


Landfgrave of Hajfe ( who is: as yet in the | 


Union) is much folicited and carefled by 


this party, andI.doubr, will prove a frail 


b3 © andi 
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and corruptible man. .1 durft think confi- 


dently, that they will at leaft proceed fo far 


cowards a Warre, as to try how France will 


difpofe it felf in the bufinefle: for itis con. 


ceived that the D. of Bovillon brought to 
our K.good affurances from the Qu. Re- 


gent, chat fhe would purfue all her hu 


bands purpofes in advancing the defignes 
of thofé Princes who are in poffeflion of 
Cleve, and inthe Union. If fhe declare her 
felfto do fo, when they ftirre, they are like 
to divert their purpofes , bue if fhe ftand 
but neutral (as tislikely confidering how 
Spanifh the Court is at this tame) I feenot 
thac the Princes of the Union are much 
likely to retard them, Sir, you fee wharun- 
concerning things J am fain to write of, 
left Ifhould write of my felf, who am fo 
little a hiftory or tale, that I fhould not hold 
out comake a Letter long enough to fend 
overa Sea to you; forl fhould difpatch my 
felfin this ore word that am 
Augin6. bere... ' Yoursaffeftionare fervant and laver 
1622, = |) + J Donne. 1. 7 
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To the paanee Knights Sir H. G. 3 


SIR, 
Ss Ince k ahaa a _ by. yout f onne, 
whorr I have’ not yet: had thé honour. 
to fee, Ihada Letter Pacquet from you by. 
M' Roe: Totheformer, I writbefore: In. 
this [have noother commandément from 
you,but to tell you, whether Miers have: 
received from the K,any additions of ho-. 
"nour, of profit. Without doubt he hath yet: 
none. He 1s here, Deter for the Mask ; 
ef which, if I mif-remember not, T writ: as. 
much as you defire to know, in a-Letter- 
which feems not,. to have been come to: 
you; when you writ.. In the Savoy bufinels, . 
the King hath declared him(elf by: anen-. 
gagement, to affift him with r1ocode' a: 
ar, ifthe Warrecontinue. But I beleeve, . 
beniuf farm out your Warwrekfhire Bene. 
volence for the paiment theteof. ‘Upon the: 
ftrength of this engagement, Sit Rob. Rich: 
becomes confident in his hopes. If you: 


ftood in an equalt difpofition for the Weft, 


and. 
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and adie forbore, by reafon of M‘ Martins 
filence, 1 wonder; for Ithink, I told you, 
thathe was gone ; and I faw in Sir Tho, 


Lucies hand, a Letter from him to you, 


which, was: “Likely to tell yeu as much, 
Since I came from Court, Ihave ftirred Ve- 


— rylitdle: Now thatthe Court comes again 


tous, | may have fomething which you _ 

may, be content to receive. refrom. 7 

18 Decemb, | 2 our Very A ettionate fervane 
| - 3 . i : 


RE ewe 


TV iigpa fiat HG 
Sir, - —s 
: TH Meffenger_ who. broughe ‘me 


your Letter prefented me aj uft excufe, 
for I received them {o late upon’ Thiir [day 


night, that! fhould have difpatched before 


Icould begin; yet I have obeyed you drow- 


_ fily, and- -coldly,, as the night and my in- 


difpofition commanded: yet petchatie 
thofe hinderances have done good, for fo 
your Letters are the lefte curious, in which, 

‘men 


_ 
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men of much leafure may foon exceed, 
when they write of bufinefle, they having 
~ butalitele. You mention two more letters 

then fend. The time was nottoo fhore 
for meto have written them, (for I had. an 
whole night ) but it was too {hort to work 
abeleefe in me, that you could think it fit 
togotwo fo divers ways to oneend. I fee 
not, (for I fee not the reafon ) how thofe 
letters -. could well have concutred with 
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thefe, nor how thofe would wellhave been - 


drawn fromthem , in bufinefle wholly 
relating to this houfe. F'was. not laziein 
’  difobeying you, but (I thought)only thrifty, 

‘and your requeft of thofe was not abfolute, 
but conditioned, if T had leafure. So though 


‘that condition hinder them not, fince ano- 


ther doth ( and you Forethoughe , that one | 


_ might ) am not ftubborn. The’ good 
Countefle {pake fomewhat: of your defife 
of letters; butdiam afrard: fhe is ndt:a prb- 
per Mediatrix to chofe: perfons, but I coun- 
fail in che dark. And therefore return ‘to 
that, of-whigh I -haveclear: light, thaciam 


? 
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always glad, when Thave any way to ex. 

prefle my love, for in thefe commandments 
you feed my defires,and you giveme means 
to pay fome of my debts to you: the inte- 


_ reft of which I pay in all my prayers for 


you, which, if-ic pleafe not. God to fhew | 


. here, [hope we fhall finde again together 


in heaven, whither they were fent. Icame 


this morning to {ay thus much,and becaufe 


the Porter which came to Micham fummo. 
ned me for this hour tb London: from 
whence Iam this minute returning to ‘end 
alice courleof.Phyfick. 4 
Friday 8 in'the morning, Yours very truly 


SOIR 2 te acess kN 

if Writ to you yefterday taking the bold- 
nefle ta puta lesterimto the good Ladies 

pacquet for you.. This morning I had this 


Hew occafion of writing, that Sir Tho. Roe, 


‘who, Bronght' this incholed: Letter to ‘me, 


: : and. 


re 
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and lefe it unfealed, intreated me to take the 
firft. opportunity: of fending it.Befides that 


ips 


which isin chac letter (for he read itto me) _ 


Icame to the knowledg in Yorkbou/e that my 
L. Chancellor hath been moved, and 1n- 
cenfed againft you,and.asking Sir 7 bo. Roe, 
ifhe were dire€tly or occafionally any caufe 
of that, he tells me thus much, thacSic W: 
— Lover,and Sir H. Carey, have obtained of 


~ my L.to havea Purfevant,and confequent- 
ly a Serjeant fent into the Countrey for you. © 


My L. grounds this earneftnefle againft 
you, upon fome refufing toappear upon 
procefle which hath been taken out againft 
-you.And I perceive Sir Ed Ejton, and both 


the other, admit confultations, of ways by . 


petition to the King, or Counlfail, or L. 
Chamberlain, or any other. The. great 
danger, obliquely likely to fall, is hac when 
itcomes to light, how you ftand towards 


M. Mathew, you may lofe the eafe which. 


‘you haveby colour of that extent, and he 


may lofe the benefit,of having had fo much 


of his eftateconcealed. You will therefore: 
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at leaft pardon my advifing you, to place — 
thofe fms, which by your retiring I pre- 
fume you do imploy upon payment of 
debrs, in fuch places as that thefe particu- 
lar friends be not forced to leave being fo. I 


confeffe, the going about to pay debts, © 


~ haftens importunity. I finde in my felf, 


that where I was not asked money before, 
yec when I offered to pay next Terme, they 


feem loth to afford me that tine, which 


might juftly have been defperate before: — 
but that which you told me out of the — 
Countrey ; with the afliftance which I 
hopeto finde here, (efpécially if your inde- 


_vour may advance it at Dorfet houfe) I hope 


my L. Chamberlain. This I mean to do 


will inable me to efcape clamor, andan_ 
ill confcience, in that behalf. One thing 
more! mufttell you ; but fo foftly that Lam 
loath to hear my felf:and fo foftly, that if 
that. good Lady were in the room, with © 
you and this Letter, fhe might nothear. Ic 
is, that fam brought toa neceflity of prine 
ting my Poems, and addrefsing them to 


f orthe 
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ne 


forthwith, ‘notfor much publique view, 


butat mine own coft, a. few Copies. lap- 
” prehend fome incongtuities in the refoluri- 
on, andI know whatI fhall fuffer from 


‘ many interpretations:butI am at an end, of 


much confidering that; and, if I were as 
ftartling in that kinde, as ever I was,-yet in 


this particular, Fam under an unefcapable - 


nece(sity, as I-fhall let you perceive, when 
I fee you.. By: this occafion I am: made a 
Rhapfoder of mine own rags, and that coft 
me more diligence,to feek them,then it did 
to makethems. “Fhis made me aske.to bor- 
row that old:book of you, which it will be 
too lateto fee, for thac ufe, when I fee you: 


for I. muft do this, as a valediGtion to the 


world, before Itake Orders. Bit this is io, 
Jamtoaske you, whether you: ever made 
any fuch ufe of the letter in verle, 4 noftre 
Counteffe chez, vous , as thac | may not put it 
in, amongft. the reft to petfons ofthat 
rank ; for I defire very very much, that 
_ fomething fhould bear her name in the: 
_ ‘book, and. I would be juft co my written 

: Cc 3 words 
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words to my L. Harrington , to write no- 
thing after that: L-pray. tell me as foan-as 


you can, if 1 be at liberty to infere that: for 


if you. have by any occafion applied any 
pieces of it,k fee not,thar. it willbe difcerned, 
when it appears in-the wholepiece. Though 
thiscbe alice matter, I would be forry not 
to have an accaunt of it, within as little af- 
rer Newyears tide, as you could. I have 
fomething elfe:to fay, of M. Villars, but be- 


__caufe L hope tofee you here fhortly, and be- 


caufe new additions, to the truths. or ru- 
mouts, which concern him, are likely tobe 
madeby occafion of this Mafque, I forbear 
to fend youthe edition of this Mart, fince I 
know it will be augmented by the next: 
of which, if you prevent ic not by com- 
sning, you fhall have, by letteran account 


~ from | — 


Figilia S*: Tho, Your very affeltionate 
1614. friend and fervant 


‘J. Donne, 


To. 


_  Perfons of Honour. 


-. Letheworthy K night Sir Tho. | Lucy, 
SIR, ee 
7 Our Letter comes to me, at Grace after 
“XD fuppet . ic is part of the prayer of chae 


Grace,that God wil | blefle you,and all yours | 


with his’ beft bleflings of both kinde. I 


would write you news, ‘but your ‘love to. 


‘me, may make you apt to over-beleeve - 


news for my fake. And ‘truly all things chat 
are upon the ftage of the world now, are 
full of fiich: ancertanities ; as: may juftly 
miaké any man loth to paffe a conjedture 
tipon them not only becaufe 1t is hard tofee 
how they wil end butbecaufese is mifinter- 
table and dangerous to conjecture other- 


wife; then forhe rhen would: have theevertt 


tobe. ' That iwhich i éfpecially igimy conc 


templation, which 1s the iffue of my L. of — 


Canterbaries bafinefle, ( for thereupon de- 


: a a a i pee a a Sig Oa fo, 3 : 
ends the confecratton of my predeceflor, — 


upon which the Deanety devolves to the 
King) &s no farther proceeded in yet, then 
-‘thatfome pf the 10 Commifsioners have 


gee - a doad 
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met once; and upon Saterday next there. 
will bea fuller meeting and an ‘entrance in- 
to the bufinefle upon which, much , very 

~ much in confequence, depends, Of my Ls 
of Donc. we are only aflured, that he is in a 
good way of convalefcence ; but of any 
audience nothing yet. Slacken not your 
hold of my L..‘Treafurer, for! havebeen 
told that-youarein his care: I-fend you a: 
Copy of that Sermon, but itis not my co- 
py, which I thought my L. of Soath-bampton 
would have fent mebacke.This you muft 
be pleafed to let me have again,forI borrow — 
it :-forthe other, I will pretermit no time 
to write it; though in good faith, I have 
half forgot it. Ifin any letter I leave out the 
name- 6f the’ La.- Hixnt..or La. Burdell, or 
your daughters, tell them, chat I named 
them. I take the falfhood upon me; for I 
intend it very really , and very humbly, 
where I am good for any thing in any of 

their fervices. Our blefled Saviour continue 
arid enlarge‘his blefsingsto you all, Amen. - 
aye r+ + Your humble fervant is Che. Refs 
x1 O@ob, 1621. “"*"J Donne, 
“Why do youfay nothing of, my little book of Cafes. To 


- a 


<<. 


“" Perfons of Honour, =O 


eae ERE 


Tos G.Be 

SIR, | : HO 
Ii is one of my blinde Meditationsto _ 
A think what a miferable defeat it would 
beto allthefe preparations of braverie, if. 


- my infirmity fhould overtake others: for, 


_ Tam at leaft half blinde, my windows 
-ateallas full of glafles of Waters, as any. 
Mountebanks ftall. ‘This meflenger makes 
hafte, Ichank him forit; therefore Ionely 
fend you this Letter, which was fent to me 
about three daies paft, and my promife 
to diftribute your other Letters, according 
to your addrefles, as faft as my Monfieur 
ean doe it; for, for any perfonall feryice, 
you muft be content, at this time, to par- 


—. don | | 


Decemb.23! Ney feos forvam 
| ‘J- WORNE, 


mun 
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~ 


To Sir H, Goodere, © 
SIR, : 
Greeably to my fortune,and thoughts, 

Ai was crawld this back way fromXey- 
ften . through my broken cafement ar Bed- 
ford, Law, for my beft dith at dinner, your 
Coach : I ftudied your gefts, but when [ 
knew where you were, I went out of this 


Town, inadoube whether! fhouldtum in 


to Wreft,. and you know the wifdome of 


the Parliament is, to refolve ever inthe Ne- 


gative: . Therefore it is likelieft Ifhall noe 
eonjeim-there; yet, let me give you in paf- 
ing, thug much account of my felf: 1 
thowghe to kifle my L.Spencers hands,at one 
house, anc have paffed three. If youknow 
nothing to thecontrary, rifen fincel came _ 
from London, 1 am likely to have a room in 
my L, of Mov. train, into the Countrie, if I 
have, 1 do not ask, but ufe the leave of wai- 


_ ting upon you athome: There and ever 


_ elfwhere, our. blefled Saviour bleffe you, 


and 


Perfons of. Honour. _ 


and all yours, in which number, I pray, ac- 
count ever | | | 


Yonr very thankfak fervant in Chr.3ef. 
| J- Donne, 


To Sir H.G. 
SIR, | 


ear obey you, if you goto morrow 
to Parfons-green, your company, that 
place, and my promife are ftrong induce- 
ments, but an Ague flouts them all, of 
which I have had two fuch threatnings, 
that I provide againft ic by a little Phyfick. 
This is one fetter; but [have a pair: for I 
attend Sir Geo. Mores an{wer in a little bufi- 

~ neffe, of which I can have no account till 
his return, fol am faftned here, till after . 
Sunday. As you are fure that I love you 
thorowly, fothink this a good exprefling 
_of that, chat [ promife now, that I will cer- 
tainly goe with you on Munday, in defpite 
of thefe interruptions, and ferveyou with — 
' Yny company to the Bathe , which journie, 
it is timeto haften, ButI pray think this 

. “"Dd2 pros 
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| promife fo much worth, that it may deferve 


your comming this way on Munday, for I 
make it with that refervation. God fend 
you Hawks and fortunes ofa high pitch. 


Your honeft affectionate. 
J. Donne, 


To Ser T.R. 

SIR,. | 4 

I Have befpoke you.a New-years-pift,that 
1s, a good New year, for Ihave offered 
your name with my foul heartily to God in 
my mornings beftSacrifice: If for cuftome. 
you will.doea particular office in recom- _ 
penfe, deliver this Letter to your Lady, 
now, or when the rage of the Mask is paft. 


_ Ifyou makeany haffe into the Ceuntry, I 


pray let me know it. I would kiffe your 


. 


_ handshefore yau goe, which: I doe now, 


_ and.continue. 


 Mictiam, the laf oft607, Your affeltionate fervam 


. ab Tremembers: andlover J. Donne:.. 


To 


Perfons of Honour. — 205, 


| Ta Sir Henry Goodere. 
SIR, | a | 
Speak to you before God, Iam fo much 
affected: with yefterdaies accident, that I 
think I prophaneitin thatname. As men 
which judge Nativities, confider not fingle 
Starres, but the Afpects, the concurrence ~ 
and‘pofture of them ; foin this, though no 
particular paft arreft me, or divert me, yet 
all feems remarkable and enormous. God, 
which hath done this immediately without 
fo muchas a ficknefs,willalfo immediately 
without {upplement of friends, infufe his _ 
Spirit of comfort, where it is needed and 
deferved.I write this to you from the Spring 
Garden, whither I withdrew , my felf to: 
think of this, andthe intenfeneffe of my. 
thinking ends in this, that by my help 
Gods work fhould be imperfected, if by 
any means Erefifted the amafement. 


Your very true friend: 


‘Dd3 . T, 
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To my zood friend G.H. 


~ SIR, | 


HE lictle bufineffe which you left in 
3 my hands is now difpatched; if 1c 
have hung longer then. you thought, - ic _ 


_- might ferve for juftexcufe, thatthefe {mall 


your friendfhip, which is your promife ; 


things make as many fteps to their end, 
and need as many motions for the war. 
rant, as much writing of the Clerks, as 


long expectation of a Seal, as greater. Ic 


comes now to you fealed, and with it as 


- ftrongand affured feals of my. fervice and 


love to you, if itbe good enough for you, 
lowe you.a continuall tribute of Letters. 
But Sir, even inPrinces and Parents, and 


_ all States chat have in them a.naturall Sove- | 


raignty, there is-a fort of reciprocation, 
and as defcent to doe fome offices due to 
them that fervechem: which makes me _ 
look for Lettersfrom you, becaufe I have 
another as valuable a pawn therefore, as 


left 


penne 
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left by the Jailors fault this Letter ftick 


jong, Imufttell you, that writ and fent it 
12° Decemb. 1600. . | 
+ Your friend and fervant and lover 
| J Donne, 
12. Dectmb. 1600. | 


SIR, 
ex you here a Tranflation ; but ic is 


not onely to beleeve rhe, itisagreatin- 


vention to have underftood any piece:of 
this Book , wehetlier the gravity of the: hi} 
ter, or the Poetical form, give se his int 


nation, and principnum wlotus ; you are hig — 


center, or his [pheate, :artd to you. a3 to his 


proper place ke! addteffes himnlelf. Befides 


chat all my things, riot oriely: by obligation, 
but by cuftome, know that that is the way 
‘they fhould-goe' 'T:fpake°ot this to my: 


I. of Bedford, thibking thenlhad had aco- - 


py which I made long fince, at Sea, but be- 
—-eaufe I finde it not,: Lhave donethac again : 


To yourflf 
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“when you finde it not unfeafonable, let her | 


fee it and if you can think it fit,thata thing. _ 
that hath either wearied, or diftafted you, | 
fhould receive fo much favour, put it 


- amongft her papers: when you havea | 


new ftomach to it, 1 will provide you 
quickly anew Copy. . 


At my Micham Your very true friend and [ervant - 


Hopital,kug.10. and lover J. Donne. 


To the gallant Knight Sir Tho, Lucy. 


SIR, : | 

B Ecaufe in your laft Letter, I havean in- 

vitation to come to you, théugh I ne- 
ver thought my felf fo fallen from my in- 
tereft, which, by your favour, prefcribe in, | 
in you,and therefore when in the {pring I 
hoped to have ftrength enough, to comein- 
to thofe parts, upon another occafion, I 
always-refolved to put my felf into your 
prefence too, yet now I aske you more par- . 
ticularly how you difpofe of your felf; for 
though J have “heard, that you purpofea 


jour-. 
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journey tathe Bathand from thence. hicher, - 


yet I can hepe,that my fervice at Lincolns Inne 
_ being ended for next Terme,[_may have in- 


termifston enough to waite upon. you: at 


Polefeworth, before the feafon call you to 
Bath. | was no eafie apprehender .of the 


fear of your departing from us, neither am 


- Leafie inthe: hope of feeing you intirely o- 
ver fuddenly. God loves your foul, if he be 


loth to let ic go.inch-meale , and not by. 


—— $wallowings ; and he loves it.too, if he 
build itup again ftone after ftone; his will 


is not doneexcept his. way, and his leafure 


be obferved. In my particular, I am forry, 


_ ifmy-ingenuity and candor in deliveririg . 


_ my felf in thofe points, of which you 


{peak to me, have defaced thofe imprefsi- 
ons which were in you before : if my free- 


dome have occafioned your captivity, 1am 
miferablyforry. I went unprofitably and 
improvidently,to the ual end of Truth, 
becaufe 1 would go as farre as Icouldto 
‘meet Peace; if miy going fo far in declaring 
my felf, brought you where you could not 

| Be * « {top 
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| ftop. | ‘But -T. was: as ‘confident ‘in your 


— Strength, asin mine own, fo aml ftill,in 


him, who ftrengthensal our infirmities and 
will, [doubt not, bring youandmetoge: 
ther, in allchofe particulars, fo as we fhall 

not part in this world, nerthenext. Sir, 
your own foul cannot be more zealous of 

your peace, then Iam: and God, who — 
loves that zeale in me, will nor fuffer you to 
fulpect it. 1am furprifed with a necefsicy of 
writing now, in a minute, for I fent to. 


Bedford houft to informe my felf of means 


- to Write, arid your daughter fent me word, 


of a prefentmeffenger,and therefore the reft 


— of this, I fhall make up in:my prayers to 


our bleffed: Savigqur, for all happinefles co 


gk Se 


Drury how{e the 2x of “Your peor forvantin Chr. Pelle: 


¢ 
‘ s v yo » = 
oF eae Ce a : 


To 
- * 
’ . 
as t-. . 
e . 
. 
* 


_ Perfons of Honour. 
: | i. T Sir HG. 

SIR 
Py His isa fecond Letter: the enclofed 


SL was written before. Now we are 
fure that Hletdelberge is taken, and entred 


ate 


with extreme cruclties, Almoft all the de- | 


fendors forfook their ftations; only Sir 


Ger. Herbert maintained his nobly, tothe 


repulfing of the enemy three times, but.ha- 


ving eafe in the other parts, 800 new frefh 
men were put upon his quarter , and after 
he had broke 4 Pikes, and. done very well, 
he was fhot dead in the place. Manheim was 
foon after befieged, and is ftill. Hfeydeleh 
was loft the 6 ofthis moneth. the K. upon 
news of this, fenrto the Spanifh Ambaffa, 


our, thatthe people: were like to refent ic, 


and therefore, if he doubted ought, he _ 


fhould havea Guard: bucI donor fee, thac 
he feems to need: it, tn his owg opinion, 
neither, intruth does he;the people are flat: 


ortruft in God,:and the Kings ways: Sir _ 


Hor. Vere hath written to-his wife; (3s1am 
oo Ee2 told) 


ete 
ee 4 
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Mme * 


told )a Letter in the nature of a will, for the 
difpofing of his eftate and children, as 
though he did not account to fee her any 
more, but yet Manhem cannot be loft, but 


_ by ftorming. Your man ftays, and gut 


bell rings me into the Church, there Sir, 
I fhall recommend you to Gods goodnefle, 


with oe 
24 Septemb. | Tour friend —— 
’ J. Donne. 
ToSr HG. > 6 
SIR, ~— . : 


Live fo farre removed, that even the ilk 
news of your great loffe ( which ‘is ever 
fwiftelt and loudeft) found me nor - cilf 


~ now, your letter fpeaks 1c not plain enough 


but fam fo accuftomedto the worft, that I 
am ftire it is foin this. ‘I am almoft glad thac 
I knew her fo licele: for 1 would haveno 
more additions to forrow. if I fhould com- 
fort you, it were an almes.cceptable in no 


? 


_ other: title, chen when ‘poorgive ta poor ; - 


at eek or 


~ Perfons of Hono ra , 


for lam more neetly of it thenyou. And I. 
know you well provided of Chriftian, and 
fearned , and brave defences againftall hu. - 
mane ‘accidents: Iveill make my beft hafte.. 
after your meffenger: and if my {elf and 
the place had not been ill provided of hor- 
fes, had been the meffenger, for you have. 
taught me by _ more to » deny no 


6 requeft . - | : : ee! Se a: 


Pyesford 3 a clock. . - Yew ba ‘neal he | 
jut as YOUrS ( a J. Donne. 
se ee oe ae Re ce Me are anc 

ct 0 Tesi Go 
SIR, 


| {e anor ie jot eich’ sii. books 
of which your ‘Leeer“fpake.: Intrecom- 
-penfel willtell youa Rory, Which.if Ehad 
had leaftireto have told it you when it was’ 
freth : which was ‘upon D: husfday. aft, 
| might have hid fomes race for the racenels, 
and would have tried yoat! love: to: ove, 
how farreyou would adventure to beleeve 
an — thing for:my fake who.re- 
: Ee 3 ates 


~ 
oe 


- Sats eta toes no ae 7 
ear aa a eee epee = ee Sa igen Sn 
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lates:it.. Thar day in the. morning, there 


was fome.end made, by the E. of Salisbury 


and others, who were Arbitrators in fome 


differences between Herford and Mountegle, 
Berford. was ill {attshed in it, and declared 


himfelf fo farre: as to. fay, he expected bet- 


rer ufage in refpect not only of his caufe but. 
of his expence and fervice in hisAmbaflages 


to which Salisbury replied, that confidered 


how things ftood between his Majefty and 
Herford houfe at the Kings enterance,the 
King bec done him efpeciall favour in that 
employment of honour and confidence, by 
declaring in fo publique and great an act © 


and teftimony, that he had no ill affections — 


coward him, Herfard anfwered , that he 


was then and ever an honeft man tothe © 


King: and Salisbury faid, he denied not 
that, buc yet folemnly repeated his firft 


| ~ words again..So that Hlerfoid feemed not 


to make: anfwer, but purfuing his’ own 
word, faid, that whafoever denied him to 


have been an honeft man to the King, lyed. 


Sclishuryasked him if he direéted thatupon 


* him, 


| =a | Perfons of Honoir. | "21g 
him, Herford {aid, upon any who denied | 
this. Phe earneftnes of both was firch, as Su- 
lisbury accepted st to himlelf, and made prow 
teftation before the LL. prefent, that he 
- wold do nothing elfe, till he had-hono. - 
rably put offtharlye. Within an hour after, 
‘Salisbury fent him a‘ dire challenge, by his 
fervane Mi Knightley, Elerford:tequired-only 
an hours leifure of confideration. (itis faid} 
it was onelytoinfotm himfelf of theefpe- 
crall danger, in dealing fo:with.a Connfel. - 
for’) -butthe returned his accepration : And 
all citrcurnftances were fo clearly handled 
between then, that S‘ James was agreed for 
the place, and they: wereboth.come fram 


their feverdillodgitigs, and upomthe way 
tohave riet, when they” were. raterrupred 
by firch as from the King were fent co have 
 eare-of it, So thefe two haye'elciped this. 
great danger , but (by my toch) Lfeareari 
heftly chac Mifttefle Bolffiod will mot effape 
that fickneffe in which fhe daboursatthis 

time. I fent this morning-to: aske.of her 

paiffage -of' this ‘night; andthe: —_- 

| 3 | a 


— 
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that {heis as Ilefcher yelternight, and cher 
by the ftrengch of het underftanding, and 
voyce, (> proportionally: to, her fafhion, 


_ qvhich. was ever remifle) by the eavennelffe 
- and life of her pulfe, and by her temper, I 
_ could-allow her long life, andimpureall — 
~ her fickneffe Age) her minde,. But the Hiftory 


otheb fickpeffe, makes -mé juftly fear, chac 
{he will {carcelaft {o long,as that you when 
you receivethis letter, may do her any good 
office;in praying for her.for fhe hath not for 
many: daysreceiyed fo ‘much as a preferved 
Barbery, buc it returnes, and all accompa- 


“nied with a Fever, the mother, and an ex- 


tream ill fpleen. ‘Whileft1 wrice.his Tuef- 


day morning, from Bartlet houfeone brings 


mea pacquet to your Mafter: heis gone, 
and that Lady and all the company is from 


-tawh. Ithonght I might be pardoned, if 


Ithought niy felfyour man for that fervice 

to open it,which I'did,and forthe Letters 
1 will deliver them. What elfe. you bid 
Fofter.do in. his Letter, bid him-do it there, 
far:.({o0God: hélp:me) [know not what ic 


a 


- Perfons of Honour. 


N 


is. Imuftend now, elfe the carrier will be 


— gone.God be with you, - 


Yours intirely. 


WT 


...  Youknow me without a name and Tknow 


not how this Letter goes. a 


ene) 5 


| To Sir HH. G. | 
SIR, 


4 


Had deftined all this Tuefday, for the 
— becaufe it is botha Sermon day, 


and the firft day of theKings pi here.Be- 
fore I was to goforth, | had made up this 
~ inclofed pacquet for you, and then came 


. this meffenger with your pacquet,of which — 


if you can remember the number, you can- — 


_ notexpeét any account thereof from me, 
who have not half an hour left me before 
_ Igoforth,and your meflenger fpeakes of a 
~ necefsity of returning homward before my 

‘returning home. If upon the delivery of 
them, or any other occafion,there intervene 


new fubject of iia {hall relieve my | 


felf 
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felfe upon: Tuelday, if Famworth carrier be . 


intown. Tothe particulars of the Letter 
to my felf, I willgive this paper, and line. 
Of my Lady Bedford,1 muft fay fo much 


as muft.importune you to burn the Letter, 


for I would fay nothing of her upon record, 
that fhould not teftifie my cthankfulneffe 
for all her graces. But upon this motion, — 


which I made to herby fetter,and by S' Tho. 


- Roesafsiftance, if any {cruple fhould arife. 


in her, fhe was foniewhat more ftarling, 
then blooked fox from her: fhe had mote 
fufpicion of mty calling, 2 better memory 
of my paft life, then I bad «hough her no- 
biliry could have admitted: of all which, 
though I humbly thank God, can make 


_ good-ufe,as one that needs 2s many remem- 


in that acceptation take it. For her other 


brances in that Kinde, as not only friends 


but enemies can ptefent, yet Jam afraid, — 
they proceed in her rather from. fome ill _ 
imprefsion taken from D. Burges, then that 


they grow in her felf. Buc whofoever be the 


conduit, the water is the holy Ghofts, and 


way 


~ Perfonsof Hondur. 


~ fay, ic is not with chat cheerfulnefle, as here. 
tofore. fhe hath delivered her felf cowards 
me. ‘I am almoft forty, that an’ Elegy 
fhould have been able to move her to fo 
much compafsion heretofore, as to offer to 
__ pay my debts, and my greater wants now, 

and for fo gooda purpofe, as tocome dif 
ingaged into that profefsion, being plainly 
laid open to her, fhould work no farther 
but that fhefent me 301. which in good 


faith fhe excufed with that, which is in ° 


both parts true, thac her prefene debs 

were burdenfome , and that I could 
not doubt of her inclination, upon 
all future emergent occafions, to affift 


me. I confefle to you, her former, 


way of exprefsing her favour tome, I mutt 


al? 


fafhion towards me, had given a better . 


confidence; and this diminutien in her 
makes me fee, that I muft ule more friends, 
then I thought I fhould have needed. ‘I 


would you couldburn this letter before you - 


read it, atleaft do whenyou shave read it. 
_ For, Tam afraid oucat a Comemplation 


Ff 2 - of 
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of mine own unworthineffe, and fortune, 


‘thar the example of this Lady, fhould — 


work upon the Lady where you are: for 
though goodneffe be originally inher,and 
fhe do good, for the deeds fake, yet, per- 
chance, fhe may think it a litle wifdome, - 
to make fuch meafure of me, as they who 
know no better,do. Of any new treaty of 
amatch with Spam, Ihear nothing. The. 
warres in the Lowcountries,co judge by their 
prefent ftate, are very likely togo forward. — 
No word of a Parliament, and I my felf 


"have heard words of theK. as directly a- 


modell and frame of our Oath of Allege- - 
_ ance, but with fome modification. It is 


gainftany {uch purpole, as any can found. 
I never heard word, till in your letter, of 
any ftirres in Scotland, for that of the French 
K. which you aske, it hath this good 
ground, Thatinthe Affembly there apro- | 
‘pofition hath been made, and wellentertai- 
ned, that the K. fhould be declared, to have 
full Jurifdiétion in France; and no. other 
perfon to haveany. Ic hath much of the 


true: 


} Perfons.of Honour. - 


true, it goes farther, chen that State hach 


~ drovein any publique declarations,but not 


farther then their Schools have drove often 
and conftancly: the eafineffe chat ic hath 
found in pafling thus farre without: oppo- 
fition, puts ( perchance unneceffarily ) in 
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‘mea doubt, thac they are furetqchoak ic, — 


at the Royall affent, and therefore oppofe ic 
_not, by the way, to fweeten the conveyance 
of their other purpofes, Sir, if [flay longer 
‘Hfhall lofe the Text, at-Court, therefore I 
‘kifle yourhand,andreft:° 0 
: . | Ti ater we trae fervane 
| Js Dorine, 
We bear ( but without fecond.as yet) 
that Str Rich,Philips brother in France; 
bath taken the habit ofa Capuchin, >. 
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To Sir Thomas Lucy. 
BIR oe ea a OE 
T His firft of Aprill I received yoursof = 
~ § 21 of Marti, which being twodays 
afterche ordinary Swuthfield day, | could do 
no mote, but feal this letterto be fentto you - 
next Tuefday, becaule I forefee that 1 fhall - 
not then bein town. Whatfoever [/fhould 
write. now, of any paflages of thefe days, 
-would lofe the verdure befare the. letter 
came to you, only give me leave to tell yon 
that I need none of thofe excufes, which © 
you have madeto your felf:in my behalfe, 
for my-not writing. For your fon inlaw 
cameto me, fo near thetime of his goinga- 
way, 2s it had been impoflibleto have re- 
covered him with a letter at fo farreadi- 
ftance, as he was lodged. And my L. Hunt. 
_ meffenger received that anfwer, which, I 
~ hope, before this time, you know to be 
true, that I had fenc the day before, by the 
infallible carrier of Smithfield. The Empe- 
rours death may f{omewhat fhorten our 
| | al ae 
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. way;for I difcern now no reafon of goingro 
Viewa;but I beleeve it wilextéd our bufines, 
fo that I promife my felf no {peedier return 

by that. If write no letters into England 
out of thefe parts, E cannot be without your 
pardon, if I-write net to you, but if [ 
Write to any and leave you out, fay all the 
faults whichyou have ever pardonedin me, 
to my charge again] forefeefome reafgns, 

which:may make me forbeares ‘but no 
flackheffe of mine own, fhall. : Sir,if 1 have 
no morethe:commodity of writing toyou — 
here“in Zgland, (as; we rhay begon before 
next Fuefday ) E tell you, inthis departing 

- frorn you, with the fame cruth.and earneft- 

nefle as Iowould be beleeved-to fpeake in 
mip: Lak: Géparting ;- afd -tranfmigration 
fromthe whole world, that eave norbe- 
hinde me a heart,better affected to you,nor 
more devoted to your fevice, then eatry 
with me. ‘Almighty God bleffe you, wicks 
fuch a-reparacton in your health, fuch arr 
eftablifhment in your eftate, fuch acom-. . 
fortin your children, fuch a peace in your — 
See + confcience, 


_ re 
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conicience, and {uch a true cheerfulneffe in 
your heart, as may be ftrong feales to you, 


of his eternall gracious purpofe upon you. 
This morning | {pend in furveying and 
emptying my Cabinet of Lettets ; and at 
the top of alll light upon this Letrer larely. 


received, which was lothto bury, I chofe 


to fend it you,to mine own condemnati- 
on; becaufe a man fo bufie as he is, de- 
fcending tothis exprefsing of himfelf in 
verfe,lam inexcnfable towards you, for 
difobeying a commandement of yours, of 
that kinde; but I relie upon the generall, 
thatIam fure you are fure,that I never re- 
fufe any thing for lazinefle, nor morofity , 


- and therefore make fome other excufe tor 
mie. You have beenfo vie ufed to my hand. 


that I ftand not to excufethe hafty ragged- 
nefle of this Letter. The very ilnefle of the 


" writing, isa good argument that I forced 


atime; in the fulneffe of bufineffe, tokifle 


your hand, and to prefent my thanks as for 


~ all your favours, and benefits, fo principal-_ 


ly for keeping me alive inthe memory of 
eo . * . ' © 2 ~ the | 
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the nobleft Countefle, whofe commande. — 
ment, if it had been her La?* pleafure to 
have any thing {aid or done in her fervice, 
at Hleydelberg, I fhould: have been glad to 
have received. Sir, God bleffe you, e fpirita 
principali confirmet te; and 


Your very true and affettionate fervant in Chr. ef, 
| J. Donne. © 
4. Apr. 1619. 


“79 the honourable Knight S* Henry Goodere, 


SIR, 3 
| AS youarea great part of my bufineffe) 
“S-when I cometo London,. fo are you 
when I fend. More then the office of a vi- 
fication brings this Letter to you now ; for 
_ remember that about this time you pur- 
pofed a journey to fetch, or. meet the Lad. 
Huntington. If you juftly doube any long — 
ablence,I pray fend to my lodging my writ- 
ten Books: and ifyou may ftay very long, 
Ipray fend that Letter in which I fent you 
ee — Gg cer 
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certain heads which I purpofed toenlarge, — 
for I have them not in any other paper : 
and I may finde timein your abfenceto do 
it, becaufe | know no ftronger argument 
ro move youtolove me, but becaufe you 
have done fo, doe fo ftill, to make my rea- 
fon bettér, and I fhall at laft prefcribe in 

a Tours, 


| | J-Donne, 
- Micham Wednefday- 


"To Sir H.G. at Polefworth.. | 
SIR, 3 ee 

eee as Ehave your letter of 2 1,which 
‘AL . Tell you fo punctually, becaufe by it, 
nor by any other, doe notdifcern that you 
received my pacquet of Books; notthat I _ 
looked for fo quick a return of the Sermon,. ” 
not of my Cafes of confctence, but that I 
forget (O-abfolurely what write, and.am 
fo fire that I write confidently to you, that 
it 1s fomve pain: to remain mm any jealoufie 
that any Leeret is mifeartied. That which 
eae | ie te 7 I | 
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Iwritto you of my LTreafur. difpofition 


to you, had fromM' Har; and I underftood 
it to be his defireto convey it through mie, 


The laft account which we have of my — 


L. Donc. is, by Letters of the 2° of this; by 
which allo we faw, that the firft Letters 


of his convalefcence, were but propheticall, — 


for he waslet blood afecondtime, and is 
not ftrong enough yet toreceive audience. 
Though I benot Dean of Pauls yet, my 
L, of Warwick hath gone fo low, asto com- 
mand of me the office of being Mafter of 
my game, ia our wood about him in Affex. 
I pray be you content to be my officer tao, 
the Steward of my fervices toallto whom 
you know them tobe duein your walk, 

and continue your own affurance that Iam 


Your affectionate fervant in Chr. ef. 
J. Donne, — 


Gg2 To 
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To my. worthy friend: FH. 
SIR, = | _ 

Can fcarce doe any more this week then | 
| fend you word why I writ not laft. [had 


then fepofed afew dates for my preparation 


tothe Communion of our B. Saviours bo- 
dy; and in that foliarineffe and arraign- 
ment of my felf; digefted fome meditations 
of mine, and apparelledthem (as 1 ufe) in 
the form ofa Sermon: for fince I have not 
yet utterly: delivered my felf from this in- 


-temperance.of {cribling (though I thank 


God my: acceffes are leffe and leffe vehe- 
ment) I make account that to {pend all 
my litle tock of knowledge upon matter 
of delight; were the {ame error, as to fpend 
a. fortune upon Masks and Banqueting 
houfes: I chofe rather to buildin this poor 
fafhion {ome Spittles,and Hofpitals, where 
the poor and impotent finner may finde 
fome relief, or at leaft underftanding of his 
infirmity. And if they betoo weak to ferve 


-~pofterity, yet for the prefent by contempla- 


tionof them,&c. — 


T e 
: si 
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Te Sr HG. * 

SIR, - ae 
| Havethe honour of your Letter, which;. 

lam almoft forry to have received : fome 
few daies before the receit thereof D. Turner, 
who accompanied my L. Carow to. Sion to 

dinner, fhewed mea Letter from you jfrom. 

which I conceived good. hopes that your 
bufinefles being devolved into the hands of 
the Treafurer, had been in much more for- 
wardnefle, then by your Letter to me they 
appear to be. I befeech God eftablifh them, 
and haftenthem, and with them, or with- 

out them, as he fees moft conducible.to-his. 
purpofe upon you, continue in youa rely- 
ing upon him, and afatisfaction in his 
waies. I know not whether any Letter 

from your fon, or any other report, may — 
have given youany mention of me; he 
writ tome from the Compter,that he was un 
der atrifling arreft, and that 3! and fome 
little more would difcharge him. I fent my 
man. with that money, but bid him fee it 

. Gg 3 em. 
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ems ploied for his difcharge shefound more 


aétions, and returned. Next day he writ to 
me that 8' would difcharge him, and that. 
M’ Selden would lay down half. Bue M' 


Selden and 1 {peaking together, thought 


it the fitceft way,to refpire all, till,ina few 
daies, by his writingto you, we might be 
directed therein, and in the mean time, 


took order with the Keeper to accommio- © 
date him, and: [bade my man Martin, as 
from himfelf, to ferve his prefent wane 


with fomethings. Since wetold him, that — 
we would attend a return ofhis Letter to 
you, I heard no more of him, but I hear he 
isout. Whofoever ferves you with relati- - 
ons from this Town, I am fure prevents 
me of all Ican fay. The Palatinate is abfo- 
lutely loft; for before this Letter come to 
you, we make account that Heydelberg and 
Frankimdale is loft, and Manheme diftreffed. 


“Mansfield cameto Breda, and Gonzales, to 


Bruffels, with great lofles on both fides, but 
equall. The P. of Orange is but now come 
to Breda, and with him, all that heis able 

| . | | to 


ad 
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tomake, even out of che Garrifons of their — 


Towns. The ways of victuall to: Spinclees 
Army, are almoft all precluded by him, 
and he likely co put upomthe raifing of Spi- 
nola between whom and the Town, ; there 
are hotter difpures, then ever our tinzes 
faw. The Secretary of the Scates here fhew- 
ed me a Leteer yeflernight, thar che Fown: 
{pends 600 pound.of powdera:day, and 
hath fpent fince the fiege 2.50 pounds. 4r- 
gits Regiment and my L.Vaax, are fo dimi- 
nifhéd by commings away, as that bethd 
think)make not now inMutfter above60o.. 
M' Gage is returning to Rame,buc of his Ne- 
gotiation [ dare fay nothing by a Letter of 
adventure. ‘The direction which his Ma‘? 
gave for Preachers, had {candalized many . 
therefore he defcended to purfue them with: 


certain reafons of his proceedings therein ,. 


and Ihad commandmentto publifh them 
inaSermon at the Croffe, to as great a: 
Congregation as ever I {aw together, where: 
they received comfortable affurance of his 

Ma*** conftancy in Religion, and of his de- 
oo | fare: 
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fire thac all men fhould be bred inthe — 
knowledge of fuch things, as might pre- 
fervethem from the fuperftition of Rome. 
Iprefume itis but alice while before we 
fhall fee you here, but that little time is 
likely to produce many things greatly con- 
fiderable. Prefent, I pray, my thankfull — 
fervices to your good daughters. I can — 
give them no betteraroom in my pray- 

exs, and wifhes, then my poore (on/tance 


hath, and they havethar; fo have you Sir, 


with 


Your very tine friend and fervant in Chr Jef. 


7 | 
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To she worthieft Knight Sir Henry Goodere. 
SiR, - 3 : _— 
Ur blefled Saviour, who abounds in 
Xf power and goodnefle towards us all, 
blefie you, and your family, with blefsings 
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proportioned to his ends in you all, and 


- blefle you with the teftimony of a rectified 


 eonfcience, of having difcharged all the of- 


fices ofa father, cowards your difcreet and 
worthy daughters, and blefle them with 
a {atisfaction, and quiefcence, and. more, 
with a complacency and a joy, in good 
ends, and ways towards thern,4men. -Your 
man brought me your Letter of the 8 of 


. Decémber this 21 of the fame, to Chelfey, and 


ae methe Jargenefle, till friday to fend a 


cet co Pauls houle.There can {carce be any: 


peece of that, or of thofe things whereof 
you require light from me, that is not 
come to yout knowledge, by fome clearer: 
‘way; between theriine of your Letter; and 
this. ‘Befides the-report-of my death, hath 
thus much of truth: in it, that though Ibe 
ee H h not 
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not dead, yetI am buried, within a few 
weeks after.l immured -my felf in chis 
houfe,the infeCtion ftrook into the tawn, 
into fo: many houfes, as chat it became ill 
manners, to make any vifits. Therefoset 
never Went to Knol, nor Hanworth nor Ken 


* gen, nor to the Court, fince the Court came 


io thefe quarters, Hor am yet come to 
London, therefoxe I.am liccle able to give 
you account of high flages. Petchance you. 


_ ook nat fo low, as our ordinary Gagerra, 


— OFNOE 


and that tells us, (witha fecond affurance} 
that the D.of Branfwick, Chriftien, is dead 
of aiyAgue, My, of Derfet-evea upon the 


day; when he fhould have been inftalled 


With his fix fellowes,fell fick at Lends, and 
at Gost ¢ which dots. noc exale all men > 
his Fever was exaked th. the plague, buthe 
# in good convalefcence.Of the Navy [hear 
of great lim come back yet,but my L. of 
omeshing of the difappointing of the 


defigne they had, is. imputed te fome diffz- 
vénct, in point of command, between him 


| ‘Perfons of Honoar.: —_ agg. 


_ bencia, but as yet; there is litle manifefted. 

Already is flued a Proclamation, thacthere 
be no disbanding of. the Souldiers, upon — 
their landing, m what part foever,and that 

‘his Majefty hath prefenc imployment for 
them.Whatthe main bufines at Haghe hath 
been, [ know nothing, bur I hear, that their 

offer of pawning of Jewells to a very: very 

great value, to: the States or private men, 
hath found no acceptance, at leaft found no 
money. Occafionally I heard from the 
Elaghe, chat the Queen having taken into 
frer‘care, the promioving and advancing of 
fome mia mens bufineffes, by way of 
recommendations to the Duke, exprefled 
her felf very royally, in your behalf. This 
Itellyou not, as though you knew it noe, 
but becaufe I had the fortune to fee itin a 
‘Letter of the fimple Gentleweman , from 
thence . by which name, if you know her 
not, [have omitted heretofore cotell yous 
good tale. They continue at Court, ia the 
refolution of the Queen paftorall; whea 
Q. de loved gamboils , you loved the 

ee Hh2. | -—Courr;' 


ee ; | * ee 
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you be a thorough Courtier, if you come 
notuptofee this, The Queen a Shepper- 
deffe : but 1 {peak not this, by way of coun- 


- fail,todraw you up, itis not only Non Do. 


minus, fed ego, but nec Deus nec ego, to call you 
hither, but upon fair appearances of ufefull 
commings. Mr: George Herbert is here at _ 
the receipt of your letter, and with his fer- _ 
viceto -_ tells you thatall of Uvedall houfe 
are well 

Lady: Fluntington to the end of my Letter, as 
grains to make the gold we:ght, but.as 


- undture to make the better gold, when you 


finde room to intrude fo poor and imper- 


- tinenta name, as mine is, 1n her prefence. I 


befeech you,let her Lad:know,that fhe hath 
fowed her favours towards me, in fucha 


ground, that if Ibe grown better (as I hope 


Tam ) her favours are grown with me, and 


though they wete great when fhe conferred 


_ them, yet, (if Imend every day ) they in- 
’ ereafe in me every day,and therefore every 


day multiply. my : thankfulnefle ‘towards 
oe | | her 


. Ireferve not the mentionofmy — 
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ee en ee 
her Ladifhip : fay what you will(ifyou 
‘like not this exprefsion ) that may make 
her Ladifhip know, that. I fhall never let 
’ falltche memory, nor the. juf valuation of 
her. noble favours to me; nor-leavethem 
unrequited in my Exchequer, which 1s, the 
blefsings of God upon my prayers. If I 
-- Should. write another fheet, I {hould beable 
0 ferve your curioficy | no .more of Dukes 
nor LL. nor Counts ,and this half line 
ferves to tell you ,that 1 ameruly 
| ) oe 3 Tent poor friend and bumble, Foro in ‘Chr. fe ol 


Donne. ve 


af 


: a a bad bonenred friend G. G.E Efi. 
- § wie as 
r Richer your oes nor aes reds - 


‘excufe ;your friendfhip. is to mean 

Se wha poffelsion,: though you remem- 

-ber me but twice in a year: He thay cquid: 
have two harveftsinthattime, might juff- ~ 

‘Ay value hisland ac ahigh rate, ut, Sir, as. 


Wwe. doe not onely then. thank | our land,. 
Hh 3 when: 
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when we gather the frnic,bur acknowledge. 
that all the year fhe doth many motherly 
“officesin preparing it: 01s not friendthip 
~ then onely to be efteemed, when theis de- 
livered-of a Letter yar any other reall office, 
bur. in: her continuall propenfneffe and in- 
clination to do it. This hath made me 
eafiexh pardoning my long filences , and in 
-promifmg my felf your forgiveneffe for noc 
-anfwering your Letter fooner. For my pure 
pole of ‘saa inthe profefsion of the 
- Jaw, fo farre as toa title you may be pleafed 
‘to correct that imagination ,; wherefoever 
you findeit. I ever thought the ftudy of ic 
my beft entertainment, and paftime, but I 
have no ambition, nor defigae upon the 
ftyle. Of my Anniverfaries, the foule that 
acknowledge in my felf,is to have defcen- 
ded to print any thing in verfe, whigh - 
-though it have excule even in ourtimes, by 
amen who profeffe, and practife much gra- 
vitie; yet I confefle I wonder. how I de- 
clined to tt, and do not pardon my-felf: Buc 
forthe otherpartof cheimputation —— 
3 7 so - fal 
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faid too much my deféce is that my purpofe 


Bo 


was tb lay as wellas Fcould:for fince I never 


~ fay the Genclewoman, I cannot be under- 
-ftood to have bound my felfto have fpoken 
_ juftoruchs, bue [would noc -be chougheto. 
have gone about to praife her, jor any other 
in time; excepe I took fuch a perfon,as 
might be capable of all that I could ‘fay. 
Wany of thofe Ladies chink-chat Miftris 
Préory-was fot fo, keethac Lady make her 
felf fix for all chofe praifesin the book, and 
they fhall be hers. Sir, this meflenger 
inakes fo much haftethac Tery' you meray 
for {pending anytime ofthis letter in othee 
imployment then recat: tip for yours: 
I hope before Ohvijtinas v6 fee Bupland, aad 
kiffe'your hand; which flrallever, (ix di 
dain ribs veat office hold: alt the heyes uf 
tiesof ; 
Pabisthetqof. -. . 
| April, here, 1613. <i co ewe 
ant ae ee es Ps : oo PR! 
ae Gee, cee 


§ Ld ae 
ig 
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the libertie and aflection, and all the facut 
Rois “Sa - she ee wc bee ye | 


i i... , 
Ld: win. Meee vetse ae a Bled ee, 
| age smelt fetfiagece ferapet 
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10 my honed find. Gf, 
Should not only fend you an account b 
I my fervant, but bring you an account =< 
cen my felf; ( for our Letters are our felves) 

and inthem abfent friends: meet.) how I 
do, bist thattwo things make me forbéar — 
thac writing: firft, becaufe iris not for my 
gravity, to write-of feathers, and ftrawves, 

- andin good faith, I'am ne more, confide- 
red in my body, or fortune. And’ then be- 
caufe whenfoever I tell you how! doe, by 
a Letter, before that Letter comes. to. you, — 
I thall be otherwife, then when it left me. 
Acthis time, I humbly thank God, I am 
only not worfe,’ for, I fhould as foon look 
for Rofes at this’ time of the -year,; as look. 
for increafe of ftrength. And if I be no 
worfe all {pring, then now, Iam much bet- 
ter, for, I make account that thofe Church 
fervices; which I would be very tothto de- 
cline, will {pend fomewhat; and, iff can 
gather fo much as will bear my charges, re- 
: | cover 
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‘cover fo much ftrength at London, as 1 fhall 
Spend at Londow, I fhall not be loth to be left 
in that ftate wherein Iam now, after that’s 


done; But I do but difcourfe,I do not with, 


~_dife.or healch,or ftrength (I thank God) en- 
ternot into my prayers for my felf: for 
others they do; and amongft others, for 
your fick fervant, for fucha fervant taken 


fo young, and healed fo long, is halfachild — 


-toamatfter, and fo truly I have obferved 
that you have bred him, with the care of 
a father. Our blefled Saviour look grac1- 


_oufly upon him, and glorifie himfelf in 


him, by his way of réfticution to health; 
_ And by his way of peace of confcience in 


er 


A ae oe 
His advantage you, and my other 
L friends have, by my frequent Fevers, 


that lam fo much the oftener at the gates 
a of 


Your very trne friend and fervant in Chr, Fof, | | 
J. Donne. : 


ry) 
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_- of heaven, and this advantage by the. foli- 


tude and clofe imprifonment thar they re- 
duce me toafter, that l amthereby the ofte- 
ger at my prayers ;.in which, 1 {hall never 
Jeave out your happinefie. and, 1 doubt 
not, bur. amangft his many other blefsings, 

God will adde to you fome one for my — 
prayers. A man would almoft be content 


80 dye, ¢ if there were no other benefit in 


death.) to hear of fo much forrow, and fo 


— -mauch good teftimony. from good men, as 


[, (God be bleffed for it) did upon the re- 


port of my:death. Yer, [perceive it went-not 


through.all,for,one writ unto me,that fome - 
(and he faid of my friends ). conceived, 
that I was not fo ill, as I pretended, but. 


withdrew my -felf, to-fave charges, andto: 


live at eafe, difcharged of preaching. Icis 


an unfriendly, and: God knows, an ill: 


grounded interpretation: for in thefe- 
times of necefsity , and multitudes of poor 
thereis no pofsibility. of faving to-him chat 
hath any tendernefle in him, and’ for af- 


fecting my-eafe, I have been always more: 


forry,, 
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forry , when could not preach, then any 
couldbe, thatthey could not hear me. It 
hath been my defire, (and God may:be 
pleafedto grant icmne ) that I might die in 

the Pulpit, af not that, yecthac E might cake 
my death in the Pulpic, thac is, die the 
fooner by occafion of my former labours. 
Ithanke you, for keeping our George. in 
in yourmemory , I hope God referves it 
for fo goad a friend as you are, tofend me 
the firft good newes of him. For the Dia- 
mond Lady, you may fafely deliver Roper, 
whatfoever belongs to me, and he will 

- give you a difcharge for the money. For - 
my L. Percy, we fhall {peake of ic, when 

we meet at London, which, as] donot | 
much hope before Chriftmas,fo I do nde 

mich fear at beginning of Fearm; fort — 
have intreated one of my fellowesta pteach 
tomy Lord Mator, at Pauls upon Chrift- 

mas day, and referved Candlemas day-te | 

my felf for'that fervice; about which time . 
diio, will fall my Lene ‘Sermon, except 
my Lord Chamberlaine beleeve me to be 

; | J 142 | , dead, — 


eee 
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dead, and leave me out; for as long as 


Ilive , and am not fpeechleffe,, I would 
not decline that fervice. I have better lea- 
fure to write, then youtoread , yetI will 
not oppreffe you with too much letter, God. 
blefle you, and your fonne ,,_ as. 


Your poor friend and bumble fervant 
tn Chrift Fefas | 


J. Donne, 


yee re Tathe Lady G.. iS 
Am notcome out of England, if I rez 
: Main-in.the Nobleft pare. of it , your. 


‘minde.. yet I. confefle, it istoo. much di- 


- minutionto call your minde, any. part of. - 


England ,.or of this world , fince. every. 
part even, af your body, deferves titles of. 
higher, dignity. No. Prince would be loth. 
vo die, shat. were. aflured of fo faire.a tombe 

—— | a, an to... 


Sea ead 


q: _ 


{ 


Perfonsof Honour. — 245 


to preferve his memory: but I havea grea- 
ter vantage then fo; for fince there isa Re- 
ligion in friendfhip, and a death in abfence, 
to make up an intire frame there muft bea 
heayen too : and there can be no heaven fo" 
-proportionall to that Religion , and that — 
~ death; as yourfavour. And Iam. gladdet: 
that it isa heaven then that it.were a Court, 
or any other high place of: this world,. 
becanfe Iam. likelier “to have: a room: 
there then here’: ‘and better cheap, Madam - 
my beft treafute, is time ; and. my beftim.. 
- ploymentef that, is to ftudy good wifhes: 
for you, in. which I am by continual! médi-\ 
tation fo learned, that your awn good An-: 
gel: when it would do you. moft good;. 
| might. be .content ‘to. come and..take. ine: 
| truGtions from: jor 6.5 28 ONG. ny 


Your bumble and affettionate fervant: 


ia 
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Tayo fel, 


mer’ 


Sik, | 


T He firft of this moneth I received a 


Letter fromyou, no Letter comes fo 


lace, but thativ brings freth newes hither. 


Though I prefume, Mt" Pore, and fince, . 
Sit Robs Rich came after the writi ng of that 
Letter, yet it was-good newestome, thar. 
you thought mie worthy of fo good atefti-: 
mony. And yeu were fubtile in. the dif. 
guile: for you, fhut- up: your Letter, thus, 


Lage: 22.1 our file; bas Lam norfo gadd. 


a Cabalifk, as.to finde:in wharmoneh it: 


was written. But, Sir, in the offices of fo 
{piritualathingasfriendthip, fo momen-: 
tarya thing as time , muft havens. confie’ 
deration. Ikeep it therefore to read every 
day , asnewly written: to which vexati- 
on ie mult be fubject , till you relieve it 


. withan others. If I ought you not a Great 


many thankes for every particular part of 
it, [fhould yet thanke you for the length ; 


and 
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and love.it, as my muftrefles: face, every line 
and feature,but beft all together, Allthac J 
ean do towards retribution, 18, {as other > 
bankrupts-do in prifon } ta. make means 
 Comtnifsioners chat a great debs may be 
accepted by {mall fummes weekly, And 
— in that proportion I have paid my tribute 
to you, almoft ever fiance I came, and 
Shall fill do fo, ‘You kaogr thaethey fay,. 
chofe are the ftrongeft, and:the firmeff, and: 
moft precious chings,which are compofed. 
of the mot ,, and. fmalle?: paws. . 1 will 
Alacer my felf cherefore., sthat che number 
of my Letters may at laft make a ftrong.. 
. argument of my defire to ferve you, but 
becaufe Iremember , out of this Philofo- 
‘phy, thattheyfhould be linle, as well as. 
many, left this Letter fhould not get in- 
to the building, ic fhall be no bigger, thus: 
_ much addition will not much disfigure it, 
that.t {weare to you that am. 
: Your affettionate fervant: 
ois Ragen ee aie —_ J, Denne. - 
| | Sur,, 
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Sir: Lanyon mercy for: fealing your fifters Leta. 
ter, but I deliver you up my authority, and Ire- 
member you, that you have hers to open it again, 
You well the eafilier forgive me, that I write no. 
newes , when you obferve by this tran[grefion, 
that I live in a place which bath quenched-in me 
even the remembrance of good manners, By na- 

ming ber, Ubave made.my. pofifcript the wor- 

thyeft place of .my letter: and therefore I chufe 
that placeto prefent my fervice to all the company 
_ at ons lodging in which boufe , if I cannot. get 
yoom for apallat, at my retumn , my comfort is, 
. that I can ever hope to be {o near thems as the Spittle 

. nthe Savoy , where they recetve Travellers, 


To 


— Perfans of Honour, 


) 349 


Lo the Honourable Raleht ‘ Sr = 5 


"+ ‘Rosarnr Karne. 


a) re 

T Hough I have lef my bed, I have net 

 leftmy bed-fide ; [fic there till, and 
as a Prifoner difcharged, fits atthe Prifon 
doore; robeg Fees, fo fit I here, to gather 
crummes. I haveufed this leifure, to put 
the meditations ‘had in my ficknefle, into 
fome fiuch order, as may minifter fome ho- 


ly delight, They arife to fo many fheetes. 


— (perchance 20,) as that without ftaying 
for that furniture of an Epiftle, Fhat my 


Friends importun’d me to Print them, im. 


_ portune myFriends to receive themPrinted. 
‘Fhat, being in hand; througtr thrs long 


-Trunke, that reaches from Saint Pauls, to 


Sainc James, 1 whifper into your eare this 


qiteftion, whether there be any uncomli- 


neffe, or unfeafpnableneffe , in prefenting- 


~ matter of Devotion, or Mortification, to 


Kk that 
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that Prince, whom I pray God nothing 
may ever Mortifie, but Holinefle. If you 
allow my purpofes in generall,-I pray caft 
your eye upon the Title and the Epiftle, 
and redtifie mein them : I fubmic fub- 
_-flance, and circumftance to you, and the 


_ poore Author of both, | 


Your very bumble and very thankfull 


: ee Servant 

- in Chrift Fefus 

2 | 5 3 2 & 
f a J. Donne: — 


To 


Perfo ns of Honour. - 


251. 


7 ‘To your felfe “- 
| S rr, 2 es 4 | 
A GE _ becomes nothing better then 
\MFriendfhip ; therefore your Letters, 


_ which are ever good effe&ts of friendfhip, | 


delight to be old before I receive them : for 
itis but a. fortnight fince thofe Letters 
which you fent by Captain Peter found me 
at spon upon the receit, I adven- 
tured by your leave to beftow the firft mi- 
nutes upon this Letter to your faire Noble 
Sifter; And becaufe I found no voice at 
Spa of any Meflenger, I refpited my Wri- 
ting to you, till came thus much nearer. 
Upon the way hither, another Letter from 
you overtooke me, which by my L. Chan- 
dos love to mefor your fake, was fent after 


me to Maflright :. He cameto Spa within — 


~ two houres after I went away; which I 
~ tell you co lee you fee, that my For- 
tune hath ftill chat {pitefull conftancy , to 
-bring me nearmy — intercept = 
ae " 
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If I fhould writeto you any newes from 
this place, 1 fhould foreftall mine owne 
Market, by telling you beforehand that 
which muft make me acceptable to you at 
my comming. ] fhall freake into London, 
about the end of “ugu/f.In my remoteft. di- 


— flances 1 did not more need your Letters 


then I fhall then. Therefore if you fhall — 
not be then in Londou,] befeech you tothink | 
mee at Conflantinople , and write one 
large Letter tobeleft at my Ladie Bartlets - 
my lodging. for Ifhall come in extreame 
darkneffe and ignorarice, except you give 


me light. If'Sir Job Brooke be within 


your reach, prefent my humble fervice and 
thankfulneffe to him; if he be nor, Iam. 
glad, ‘that tomy Confcience, which isa 


thoufand witneffes, Ihave added you for 


ne mote, that I cameas nearas Fcould' to. 
docit. I fhaltrun: fo faft ‘from this place, 


through UAntwerpe, and fome parts of Fet- 
‘land, that all that ove whicly you could. 


perchance be content to expreffe by Let- 


ters if Hay ftiff, may be more thriftily be- 


{towed 


Perfons of Honour. ~%  * 253 
flowed upon that one Letter, which is by. | 


_your favour, to meet me, and to welcome 
+ to London 


Your unworthy > bat very - 
aa trae Friend’, 
J. Donne. 
ahd SER. ‘a | ee oe = eee: oo ee 
T is one ilk Affection of a. defperare: 
. debtor, that he dares not.cotne to an ace. 
count, por take knowledge hopy much he: 
owes; this makes rite that F dare riot tell 
you how manieletttrs I have received frott: 
you fince I came to this Townte,| had three: 
the firft by the Cooke, who -brought none 
but yours, ner ever came to me; to let me 
know what became of the reft: the tvwro-0- 
ther of the 7.and 8. of March, cartre itt.a fet- 
ter which: Sir EZ: Wetton wrieto me fron 
= 7 Kk 3. _ Amyens s: 


. 
. 
. 
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~ Amyens-, there is nota fize of paper in che. 


Palace, large enough to -tell you how. 
much I efteeme my felfe honoured in your | 

remembrances; nor {trong enough to wrap 
up a heart fo ful of good affeCtions towards 
you, as mine is. When any thing pafles be- - 
ween Sit Thomas Roe and you,tell himIam — 
not the leffe his Servant, for not faying fo 
by often letters: for by my troth, 1am that — 


-- fo much as he could defire I fhould be, 


when he began to love me.Sir Thortas En- 
ces bufinefle, and perchance fadnefle for- 
bid me writing now.] have writtentohim . 


~ qwhileft Llived in darknefle, whether my 


Letters came to you or no)by another way; 


_ and ify poore Letters were any. degree 


of fervice, 1fhould doe it often, and rather 
be mine own Poft, then leave any thing. 
undone; to which he would give fuch an. 
interpretations, as that it were an Argument, 
of my Devotign to him, For my purpofe: 


of proceeding in the profeflionofthe Law, 


- fo farasto a Title, you may be pleafed to 


correct that. imagination, where: you finde. 
2a oe » te it. 


—_—————— 
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it. I ever thoughe the ftudy of ic my belt 
_ ehtertainment and paftime, but [have no 
ambition,nor defign upon the Scile-Of my 
Anniverfaries the faule which I acknow- 
ledgein my felfe, isto have defcended to 
princany thing in Verfle, which thongh it 
have excufe, even in ourtimes, by example 
ofmen, whichone would thinke fhould- 
as little have done it, as I; yer! confeffe I 
wonder how I declined to it, anddoe nor — 
pardon my felf. But for the other part of the. 
* Fmputation, of having faid fo much,my de- 
fence is, that my purpofe was to fay as well 
as Fcould : for frnce } never faw the Gentle-. _ 
- woman, I cannot be underftood to have 
bound my felfe to have {poken juft Truth ; 
but] would not be thought to have gone 
about to praifeany bodie in rime, except I 
tooke fuch a Perfon, as might be capable 
of all that Ecould fay. TE any of thofle La- 
dies think that Miftris Drury was nor fo, - 
lecthat Ladie make her felfe fic forall che 
thofe praifes in the Booke, and ic fhallbe 
» hers, Nothing is. farther from. colour jor 
a ground 


2s 
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ground of Truth, then that which you 


‘waite of Sir Robert Druries going to Mafe. — 


No. maga. of -ouy Nation ‘hath. been more. 


forward co: apply himfelfe to che Church 


of the Religion where he hath come, nor’ 


 torelieve their. wants, where that Demion- 


_ fure you hall heare all at leaft. If they ipeak 
l 


ftration hath beene needfull...J know nat 
yet whether Sir John Brookes purpole of be- 
ing very fhortly here, be not a juft reafon 
to make me forbear writingtohim. I am 
ire that I would faineft de that in writing 
or abftaining which fhould be moft accep- 
tableco him. Ie wereinvain to put into 
this letter any relation of the Magnificence — 
which have been here at publication of - 
thefe marriages, for at this timethere come 
into England {o many Frenchmen, as I am 


not of abovecight hundred harfe well ca- 
parofond, you may believe it : and you, — 
may believe » that no Court in Chriften- 


‘deme had beene ableto have appeared fo 


brave in that kinde. But if they tell you of 


any other ftuffe,then Copper, or apy other 


exercife 
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exercifeof armes then running at the Quin- 
tain, and the Rang, you may be bold to 

fay Pardone moy. Sit,this meflenger makes 
fo much hafte that I cry you mercy for 

"Spending any time of this Letter, in other 
imployment, then thanking you ‘for 
yours, and promifing you more befoie 
my remove from hence. I pray venture no 
Letter to me by any other way then M.. 

— -Fobn Bruer at the Queens Aitmes a Mercer. - 
in Cheap/ide, who is always like to know. 
where wears; And make me:by leving: 


nat b] 


me ftill, worthytobe - ,. 
Your friend and fervant 


8 J Donne, 
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—" Toiny Honoured friend M' George 


Gerrard. 


Sir, 


cues chute burmake ita prefage that 


[ fhall have no good fortune in Bngland , 


that I rift the honour of enjoying thae 


compafy, which you brought totown. But 


~ . Tbefeech-youlecmy ill fuck determine in 


that onhinodufheffe :for if my not comming 
Should be by her or yor interpreted for a _ 
negligence’ ar coldneffe in me , I were 
already tn actuailand prefenc affliction. For 
that Ecclefiafticall Lady of whom you 
write, {ince I prefume itis a work of dark- 


~nefle that you vo about,..we will deferre 


it for winter. Perchance the cold weather, 


may beas good phyfique to you, a8 fhe,. 


for quenching you. I have changed: my 

pirpofe of going to Wind/or , and: will go 

dire€tly into the Wight: which tell you | 

motas, a concerning thing, but in obedit 
| Snee. 
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efice to your commandement, as one 
poor teftimony that Iam 


Your affectionate fervent 
| J. Donne. | | 


Tomy very wortly friend Mt George 


Gerrard. | 


Sik, 7 — eo 
Pr His is the fourth of this moned:, and. 
T I receive your Pacquet fo late, that] 
have {carce waking time enough to tell 
you fo, orto write any thing but dreams, 
Ihave both your Letcers, mother and 
daughter, and am gladder of chem, then if 
Ehad che mother and daughter here in.our 
neighbourhood; you-kaow E mean Sir 
H. Gooderes parties: Sir, you dome double 
honour when my name pafies through 
you co that Noble Lady in whole prefence _ 
you are. Iris a better He and a better way — 
oe 2 to 
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to thaéthen am'worth: I can.give you no; 
thing in recompenfé of that favor, . but 
good counfell: which 1s to {peake {paring- 


— Wyofanyability in me, left you indanger 


your own reputation, by overvaluing me. 


If] fhallacanyitime take courage by your 
Letter, to exprefle my meditations of. 
that Lady in writing, I fhall fcarce think 
lefle tiixie to be due.to. that employment, 
then to be all ms life in making thofe 
verfes, and fotakethem with me and fing: 
them amongft her fellow Angels in Hea- 


—. $ém .Efhould be loath tharin any thing of 


miftie ,. compofedof her, : {he fhould sot 
appear much better then fome of thofe of 
whom l have written. And yet I cannot 
hope foribetter expreflings then L have gis 
ven of them.. So: you fee how. much. I - 


fhould: wrong her, by making her bue 


uallto others..L;wouldI could be be- 7 
keeved, when I fay thatall thacis written of 
vhem;.is but prephecyof her. Imuft.ule 


_ your’ favour in getting her pardon, for 


havang -brcughr her. into-{o-narrow,.and 
uo coe FF | ’ low: 
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low-rooftaroom as my confideration, or ~ 


for adventuring to give any eftimation of 
her, and when I fee how much fhe can 


pardon, I fhall the better difcern how far 


farther I may dare to offendin that kinde. 
My noble neighbour is well, and makes 
me the fleward of his fervice to you. Be- 


fore this Letter reaches you, I prefume you 


will bee gathering towards thefe parts,. 


and. then all newes will meet you fo | 
faft, as that our of your abundance. you: 


willimpartfometa: — e. 

_— Your affeEtionate | friend to 
7 _— ferve yon: 

. | "> ee 
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To your fife, 


Sia, i | 7 
Al your other Letters, which came 


“Ato meby more hazardous waies, had 
therefore much merit in them. but for 
your Letter by M. Pory, it was but. litle 
degree of favour , becanfe the meflenger 


| Was. fo: obvious , and fo certain, that you. 


 havetold M - Pory fo. And you might have 


~ 


could not chufe but write by him. But fince 


he brought me as much Letter as all the 


reft, I muftaccept that, as well as the reff. 
By thistime, M. Garret, when you know 
in your confcience that you have fent no 
Letter, you beginneto look upon the fu- 
perfcription, and doubt that you have 
broken up fome other bodies Letter: but 
whole fo ever it were it muft {peak the fame 
language, for I have heard from no body. 
Sir, if there be a Proclamation in England - 
againft wricing to me, yer fince it is there- 

y become a matter of State , you might — 


told 
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told him , whatbecame of Sir Tho. Lucies 
Letter, in my firft pacquet, ( for any 

Letter to him makes any paper a pacquet, 
and any peece of fingle money a Medalt). 
and what became of my Lady Kingsmels in 
my fecond, and of hers in my third, whom 
I will not name to you in hope thatit is pe- 

rifhed,and you loft che honour of giving it. 

_ Sir, mine own defire of being your fervant, 
hath fealed mea Patent of thae place du- | 
ring my life, and therefore it fhail not be 

inthe of your forbidding “to which 

your ftiffe filence amounts )t0 make me 


eave being» 


Lonr vey affeCTiamate fervant 


a Donne. 


— To 
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‘To my Edonomed friend M. George Garrat. | 


SR _ | | 
| Would I were fo good an Alchimiftto 
— E perfwade you that all che vertue of the 
beft affections , that one could expreffe in 
afheet ; wereinthis ragge of paper. Itbe-. 
comes my fortune to deale thus in fingle | 
money; and I may hit better with this 
hail-fhot of little Letters (becaufe they may. 
comethick ) then with great bullets; and 
trouble my friends lefle. I conteffe it were... 
notlong enough if it came to prefent my 
thankes for allthe favours you have done 
~ me; but fince it comes to begge more, per- 
‘chance it may be long enough , becaufe 
know not ‘how fhort you will be with an 
_ abfent friend. If you will but write that you 
give me leave to keep that name ftill, ic 
{hall be the gold of your Letter: and for 
allay, put in as much newes as you will, 
Wearein a place where fcarce any money 
appeares but bafe: as, Iconfefle, all mat- 
| | ters 


0. oeng Z 
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— ters of Letters 1s in refpect of the teftimo- 
nies of friendfhip, but obey the corrupti- 
on of this place, and fill your Letters — 

~. with worfe ftuffe then your own. Prefent 

“amy fervice to all chofe Gentlemen whom f 

had the honour to ferve at our lodging, I 

cannot fliean higher pitch, then:to fay that 

Tam fomuch their fervantas youcan fay} 

am. At the Queens. armes in Cheapfide , 
which is a’ Mercers , you may hear ofone — 

M. Jobn Brewer, who wall convay any Let- 

ter directed to-me at Sir Roby Druries at: 

Amiens, though he know not me: and. I, 

__. Should be glad to hear that this farft that I 

— fentinto England had the fortune to finde: 
you. a et ak 66 “i ok Se eats 


. a 7 Yours. | 
~. ‘J. Donne... 


a 7 od 
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To your fair fer. 
Sapa 2S Se Pee 
T He dignity, andthe good fortune due 
‘ °° & toyour Letter, hath preferved a pac- 
ut. fo well; that through France and — 
rete cat laft come vo me at Spa 
This poo experience makes me in defpite 
ofeontraty appearances, hope that I halk 
firide fome.meffenget for'this, before I re- 
ntove;: though: ic: be but two dayes. For; 
even Miracles are but litle and flight chings, - 
When any thing which ‘either concernes 
your worthinefle 3s.1n confideracion or my 
valuation of it. If I faile inthis hopeofa 
meflenger, I fhallnot grudgeto domy felf 
this fervice of bringing ic into England, that 
you may ‘hear me fay there, that’ have 
thus much profited by the honour of your 
converlatioh , and Contemplation, that E_ 
am, as your vertues are, every where. 
equall. and thae, thac which I fhall fay 
‘thenat London , I thought and fubfcribed 
| -- 


} 


_ Perfons of Honour. 267 
at Spd, whichis, chatl will never be any 
thing elfe, then 3 


lour very Iuonble and affeCtionate servant 
| J.Donne. 


To the Honourable Knight Sir 
HenryGoodere. 
oSeR, ia 
B Ecaufe to remain in this fort guilty in 
DD) your Lordfhips opinion doth not one- 
ly defeat all my future indevours, but lay a 
heavyer burden upon me, of which I am 
more fenftble, which is ingratitude co-. 
wards your Lordfhip, by whofe favoursI 
have been formerly fo much bound; I hope 
your Lordfhip will pardon ‘me this care 
atid diligence. which  I.ule: to rectifte 
my felf cowards you, To which purpofe I 
humbly befeech your Lordfhip, to adic 
thas: much ifito’ your:confideration, hath 


M m 2 nel- 


—— Lesters.to feverall ; 


oe 


neither hunted after this bultnette ac firft, 
but apprehended itas ic was prefented to 


me, and might perchance have fallen into 


— Worfehands nor proceeded otherwile ther- 


in, then to my poor difcretion at that time . 
feemed lawftll and requifite _and necefla- 


‘ry for my reputation , who held my felfe 


bound to be able to give fatisfaction to any. 
who fliduld donbt'of the cafe.Ofall which : 
if your Lordfhip were returned to your 
former favourable opinionsof me, you 
might be pleafedto make this fome argu- — 
imetit,thac after. fais Majefty had fhewed. his 
inclination to the firft motion made inm 

behalf, I was not earneft to urge and folicic. 
thatJadvantage-of priority, but-as became 
me, eontented my felf to joyne with him 
who had made a later petition therein: and 


as foon aslunderfteod how it was oppofed 


or-diflafted, I threw it down_at your Lerd- | | 
fhips feexand abandoned it te your pleafure, 
Which it as neceflary for me to fay atthis 


-time,leftif he who was interefled with me . 


in that: bufineffe fhall have proceeded any 


far- 


Gale 
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~ farther therein fince that time, your Lord- 
fhip might conceive new fufpicions of me. 
That your Lordfhips name was-atall ufed 
therein, or thatany words of mine occafi- 
~ oned fuchan errour in my fervant, I am 
~ foforry as nothing burt a confcience ofa 
true giultinefle of having petformed an in- 
"jury to your. Lordfhip ( which can never 
fallupon me) could affect me more. But 
I, who tothe meafure of my comprehen- 
~ fion, have everunderftood yout Lordfhips | 
nobility and evennefs cannot fear that your 
Lordfhip will punifh an overfight, likea 
crime: which fhould be effected upon me, _ 
if your Lordfhip fhould continue aes dif 
favourtowards me,fince no penalty could 
come fo burdenous to my minde and to my 
fortune as that.. And fince the repofe of 
both confifts in your Lordfhips favour, I 
humbly intreat to be reftored to your fa- 
your, giving your Lord(hip my faith ia 
| pawn that I wilbe as wary of forfeting ic by 
any fecond occafion, as lam forry for this 
| Mm 3 To 


¢ 
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a iA 


SIR, 


both-which poor vertues of mine, none 


. Letters to feverall — - 


es To the Elonourable Knight Sir Robert 


_ Karte, . .# 


| Had rather like the firtt beft, not onely 


becaufe it is cleanlier but becaule itres 


fects leaftupon the other party , which, 
in all jeft and earneft, in this affair, 1 with 
avoided. If my Mufe were onely out of 
fafhion , and but wounded and maimed 
like Free-will in the Roman Church, lfhould 
adventure to puther toan Epithalamion, 


But fince fheis dead, like Free-will inour 
Church, I have not fo much Mufe lef as 


to lament her loffe. Perchance this bufi- 


‘nefle may produce occafions, wherein I 


may exprefle my opinion of it, in'a more 
ferious manner; Which | {peake neither up- 
‘On any apparent conjecture, nor upon any 
overvaluing of my abilities, but out of a 


general readineffe and alacrity to be fer- 


viceable and gratefull in any kinde. In 


can 


. ’ 
‘ 
*y 
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can pretend a more Primary intereft , then 
Sas mays in , 
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Tur bible and Gittins. iad | 


id. —_— 


f 


Tothe’ Honourable Knight a es _ 
Gentleman . bis H io Bedchamber. 


St IR. 

Have om 6 — towards you, witha 
prefumption of being pardoned, but 

--now Ido 1t, without hope, and without 

daring to intreat you to pardon the faule. 


In which there are thus many — of 


importunity,. That I mult begge of youto: 
chriften achild, which is but a, daughter, | 
aod ia ‘Which you: mult be content to be. 


affociated with Ladies of our own alli- 
ance, butgood.women, and all this up-_ 


On Thurfday nextin the ene AGGH: Sir, I 
have fo many and fo indeleble imprefli ons. 


. sg if \ 


of. 


eae nee eee nr revere an Rena Se 
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of your favour to me, as.they might 
ferveto {pread over all my poorrace. But: 
fince I fee that I ftand like atree, which 
once a year beares, thqugh'no fruit, yet 
this Maft of children, and fo am fure, 

_ that one year or other Ifhould affli@ you — 
with this requeft, Ihad rather be prefent- 
ly under the obligations and the thankfnt- 
nefletowards you, then meditate fuch a 
trouble to you againft another year. I was 


defirousthis paper might kiffle your hands 


as foonas youcame, that if any other di- 


verfions made this inconvenient to you; I 
might have an other exercife of your favor, 
by knowing fo much from you, whoia. 

every act of yours make memore and more 

| Your bumble and thankfull fervant. 
- 197 Aprill.. ce re ae a ase 


2 2  ° Dontie, - | 


ay The 
4 ' 10 


Perfons of Honow 


Mee Rem BF. . 


.7 rao i i 
& ehets 2.2 go lo, 


~~ af { 


Wop a a ¢ ie a ; ae a 2 ras ee “F Amos . 
VSEIeA che S oi 2 $A oe se me , ec a >, a os 
“99 the Honourable “Knight , Sir 
| ey ae eet 


Rosurr Kanne - 


Si, eae : | | 
_ that Iam relapfed into my Fever ; but 
that which I rriuft anereat” you to ‘condole 


with me, is, that 1am relapfed inte good 


degrees of health ; your cqufe of forrow for 
chat, is, that yon: are likely.to beche mow 
troubled with fuch an -impestinenci¢,’ as 1 


am; and mine is; that I'am fallen from 


fair hopes, of endin all ; yet Lhave {caped 
no better cheap , then that I have paid 
death one of my Children, for my. Ran, 


fome. Becaufe 1 loved itiwell, I. make 


account thatI dignifie the memorie of it, 


by mentioning ‘of itto.you,: elf¢-I fhould » 


not be fo henhely. .. Impute- this breviti¢ 
of writing to. you updn. no. Subject; to my. 
fickneffe,. in which men ufe,co talkeidly ; 
but-my profeffion uof deficing to bee:'re- 
qié nh 


tained 


- ae +. 2 ows 2 ve. "|. : . ae 7 

¥ 
' ole org 
: 

e ; 273 we 
Se Teed “7 ots a tae Ce 2 ae) 
e Paid 

8S 


t f G-¢ tie at 


Exchance.others may have.told you,. 


"tained in your memorie, impute to your 


muchupon . - 


owne Vertues, which have wrought fo 


Your humble fervant 
John Donne. 


Te the Hevawrable Knight, Sir Robert Kare.“ 


_ diftvibneion of Honours at Court: 3 
woild not therefore lofe my parc; and in. 
ereafe therein, fince every Letter admitted 

y you from me, is anew ftone in my beft 


2s Bey ct « * Se ene 2 eo _ 2? 
3 | Reactors thavitis.a day of great — 


by you 
| building, which is; my rogmme in your fer i 


vice > {6 much you adde to me, everietime 
you give me leave this to kiffe your hands. 
But, Sir, everte addition preimagins a bee. 


ing, aridche tune of my besing and Cre- 


ation fs not yee come : which] am:fme | 


‘yout: will advance ; becaufe elfe I am no 


competent Subject of your favours, and 


additions.’ I know, by your farbearing 
| es | | {G. 
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to tell mee fo, thac my L. hath had no 

commoditie to move the K. and if this 
Paper fpeake .one word of difference, or 
impatience ia my name, by my troth it 
Ties. Onely give it leave totell you , that 
that L. whom perchance the K-: may bee 


- _ pleafedto. heare in it, is an old and mo- 


mentanie man, arid tt may be lace labouy- 
- ing for hig affiftance, nexe Winter. Befidés, 


-- fince-it may bee poffible that the Mafter 


of the Rolles may a litle refer thes fuive, 


there could-be no frrer time, the now, to | 
enake him eafie, as ‘things ftarid with him: 
at this rime. If you flay in Towne this 
Night, and no longer ,-F befeech yor af- 


ford mea few of your fate Minutes at your 


own lodging « where IF will waictipon you 
according to ‘atty dire€tions , which by 
this Gene. or ocherwife! flrall receive from — 


you, 
* cet ye ee dn seat VA bo oe : 
f t ; e ’ a 
Ot fe & : - tea a ~ 
« 


Na 2 | To 


Pees — ee 


_ fe SS Soh ee Nae ote ee ak, 
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| ‘Te the Flonourable Kuight-, Sir ” 
©... Robere Karre 90s 

- $i, 
TE Iwould calumniate, I could fay no 
» dll of that Gentleman : 1 know not 
whether my L. of my felfe cooke the firft 
_apprehenfion of it; but I, remember thar 
very-foone. wee concurred in.a: good opi- 
-nipn:of him ; thereupon for juftifying 
our owne forwardnefle ,- wee obferyed 


‘him more throyghly , and found all the 


way good reafon, tq safifie, our firlt, efti, 
mation. of him;::..;Fhis ‘gave. my. L. oc; 
cafion te.fend him abroade in his Service 
after: how hee: fatisfied him in.thatim- 
ployment’, indeed I know not: But, 
that I difguife nothing, I remember my. 
—L. tobd-:mee:fomietimes in his abfence, 
that hee had not, Account from him of | 
~ fome thiiigs’; ‘which hee. had depofed in. 
Ae ee | him.. 


we ae. ee 


that if you bee not’ preffed to a Refolu- 

tion , you may bee pleafed to ferbeare a 

few dayes, till I may occafionally dif- 

cerne , whether hee have demierited or 

funke in my L. opinion: And’.chen. 

, you fhall fave another Character of him — 
om - < 


sag Julie So 
- very bumble and thankfull. 


( o 


ee 


oe i A 3 : . rs 2 _. 

| ~ , 7) Servant’... 0s 
aa er ee ee ee 
Coogee dd Con ce help eDomnies ro! 
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Fa the Hopourable Knight, Si Robert Kare. > 
PYCHE fame houre that 1 received the © 
& honeur of yourcommand ments, by. 

your letter left at my poose houfe, I pur 

my felfe upon the way hither. So thar I 

cf here in the ome of a Traveller, and 

(fuisable to the xeft of my unworthinefles,), 

unfit for great Prelenices. “Therefor, E ab- 

_ flain from waiting upon you prefently ;__ 

befides that in this abftinence, (except I 

- mifinterpret the laft-words of yout letter to 
my advantage } 1 obey your directions, 
in fending befereI come to you. How- 
foever, Sir, I am intirely at your difpofing, 
if you willbe pleafed to adde this 8 to 
the reft, chat I may underftand, wherein 

you will ufe your Authoritie and Power, 
which youhave over | 


- oye see. « 


Ton poore and bumble Servant 
John Donne. 
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"To the Hewonrable Knight, Sir Robert Katre. 
SIR, _ 

“His is but 2 Poft(cript tothe laft | 
EL. Letter, and it 1s onely co cell you, 
thar it was an impertinent jealoulhe 

that I conceived of thac Genlemans ab- 
fence from my_L. for he gives that full Te- 
ftimonie of him, that he never difterned 
any kinde of unfirneffe in him for any ims 
ployment, excepttoo much goodnefie; and 
Confcientioufnefle may fomecimes make. 
him fomevwhatleffe fit for fome kindes of 
bufinefle , then 2 man of a loofer raing. 

And this is all, that I conceive to have bees. 
in the commandment wherewith you hot _ 
nouted - ~~ at es 


| | a. Ang 1629. Tour wery bumble and thaikful 


ca, - frvmnt in Chrift Fefas 5 
| i‘ John. Doarte:. . | 
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“ To my Honoured Friend’, “Mafter™ 2° 
George Gherard. > 
% 7 Our Letter was che niore welcome to 
‘i mee, becainfe it brought your com. 
mandment with ic, of fending you per-. 
fumes: for it-is a Service fomewhat like’ 
_ & Sacrifice. -But ‘yet your commandment 
. furprifed me, when neither I had enough 
tofend, nor had means to recover more ;: 
that Ladie being: out of Towne which. 
gavethem me. But Sir, if I had 10000000. 
‘Icould{end youno morethenI doe; for 
I fend all. If any good occafton prefencic 
f{elfeto you,to fend to my L. Clifford, {pare 
-_ mynamea roome, there where.you offer 
him moft of your Service. I dare contend 
with you, that you carinot exceed: mee; in 
defiring to fervehim. It is a better office 
from metoyou, that I goeto bed, then that 
I write a longer letter. For if I doe mine 
_ eyesa little more injurie,| I fhall lofe the 
| | honour 


_.Perfonsof Honour, =: 281 
-honour of feeing you at Michaelmas ; “for 
-by-my troth fam almoft blinde: you tay 
be content, to beleeve that Jam always 
difpofed to your fervice, ‘without excepti- 
‘on. of any time , - ince ‘now juft at mid- 
‘night, when:it is: both day. and ee 
and neither , Tell  paptartiena oa 


. Your off Fina fren jen 
a . | } — I Donne. 


Ton my very much honoured friend Georges 
me 5 : Garrard en at hasan ae 
‘sir, | 
| Know-not which of us wonneit by che 

hand, in the laft charge of Letters. If 

you wonne, you, wonne nothing, ‘bécaufe 

Tam nothing > or. whatfoever | am, you 
~ wonne ngthing, becaufe I wasall yours be- 

fore. I doubt, not buc] were better delives 

- Pe | O ~ red. 
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_ted of dangers of ‘relapfes, if | were:at Lon 


.dm, but the very’ going would indanger 


me. Upon which true debility, E was for- 


— cedtoexcufe my felfe tomy Lord Cham- 


berlaine , from. whont I had a Letter of 


command: to ‘have Preached the fifth of © 


November Sermon to the King. A: fervice 


| which I weuld not have declined, if I 


could: have. conceived any hope of ftanding- 


it. Ibefeech-you intreatmy Lerd Percy in 


may bebalfe, that he will be pleafed to name 
George to my.L. Carlile , and to: wonder , if 
not to inquire, where he is. The worldis. 


-difpofed to charge my Lords honour, and 


to charge my. naturall affection with neg- 


‘le€ting him; and, God knowes, Iknow 


— not which way toturntowards him, nor 


upon any. meffage of mine, when] fendto 
kiffemy Lords hands,doth my. Lord make - 
ahy. kinde of mention: of hirn.For the Diz: . 
siond Lady, when tithe ferves, I pray: 
look.roit | for] wouldfain be difcharged. 
of it.::And for thereft;, lec thern: be bur re- 
soeithord how. tong’ hath‘ beer m my: 
a | a ae hands ; 
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hands, and then leaveit to their difcretion, 

If they incline to any thing, I fhould chufe 
Shirt Hollond, rather under then above 45, 

Our bleffed Saviour multiply his bleffings 

~ upon chat noble family where you are, and 

your felf, and your fonne, :as upon all 

them thataredertvedfrom _ 4 


J Donne, 


AE. 


Toms very much re{petked friend Me 7 
_ || George Garrard. _ 


SSA Rae fo ke a BE a ee 
Thank you forexprefsing your. love to 
me, by this diligence, I know you can 

- diftinguith becween the voyces of my love, 

- and of my necefsity, if any thing in my 

Letters found like an importunity. Befides, 
Twill adde thus much out of counfellto 

oe | Ooz you, 
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you; thacyou:ean do nothing fo theiftily.as 

to keep if your purpole.the paymemt of thé 

— -sefh of his years renv, (though aryour can+ 
_-Vertiency-) for Sir BAZ curioficy being fo 

ferved at fieft » [flvall be no farther caufe, 

bucthagithe:reftbe related,iand you inas. 
good poflefsion of -his Love, andta‘as good 
ufe, as your love deferves of him. You 

Hidckeuswher yotraske news from hence. 

Allis created there, or relates thither where 

you até)’ Fdr that book which you com- 

mand. me to fend, held it but halfan hour: 

_ which ferved meto read thofe few leafes, 
which were direéted upon fome few lines 
_of my Bodk.. [F youcometotown.quick- 

ly, you may getia:fair. widow: for M=* 

— Brown is fallen to that ftate by death ofher 

husband. No man defires your copamiag 

snore snot fhall be readier. oferveyou,thep 

OT in 2 re, See 
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Tomy Elonharia fitmddX GtongeGheratd, 
~ over agagye Salisbury Lou/e. 


SiR, 


J. Do not make account thar im cB 
[ionien tebeot pet, wothin:cthe wai VV. 
-which makes it Lond is:the meeting: of 
frichds; ‘Iscannol tharstere ochenwife bid 
my felfwelcame:to: Leet; theniby {eeking 
of you, which bous Sis HZ GiadereandI do; | 
with fo. much: diligence, as that, this mef- 
~ fenger comesi tivecdayes before-rainereat 
you from ins Hogh;'so- tftsweyodr felf uped 
Saterday: to.thac! may, at'our coming to 
London. thar-night, :underftand at my houfe 
where L niayfend you: wordof ont flipping 
~ place that: night, arid ave the -honour-of 
-- your-company:: Soyou lay. more obligatie 
onsupon:. | yen eee 
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To my very much Flonoured friend ‘George . 
Garret Bfqniren 

Sir, = | wee des 

TUF. Hen wethinke of a friend, we 

Vv V do not count thata loftthoughe, 

_ though char friend never knew oft. if we 
write toa friend; wemuf notcall iraloft 
Letter; though icneverfinde him towhom | 
it was addrefled: for we owe our felyes 

_ thar office, to be mindefull of our.friends. 
In: payment of that debe, I-fend out-this 
Letter, as a Sencinell Perdue;if it finde you,’ 

it comes to tell you, that I was pofleffed’ 
~ witha Fever, folateinthe year, thatlam. — 
afraid I fhall mot recover: confidence to 
come to London till the fpring be alitlead< 
vanced. Becaufeyou did our poor family 
the favour, to mention our George in your 
Letters to Spain: with fome earneftneffe, 
I fhould wonder if you never had any 
thing from thence concerning him; he — 
having been now, divers moneths, in 
| Spaine. 


Perfoni of Honour. 
Spaine. If you bein London and the Lady 


of the Jewellthére tdo , at yorir conveni- 
ency informe me, what is looked for at 
- my hands, in that bufinelle, for, I would. 
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be loath to leave any thing in my houfe, — 


when I die, that were not abfolutely. 
mine own. Uhave 2 fervant 5: Roper’, at 


Pails houle ; ‘who will: receive your cont- - 
maridments:, atalltimes. : Gad bleffe you: 


and your fontie,, , with. the fame blefsings 


which I begge for the chitdren, 9: and for: 


a abe of ee 


wae . 
i “4 ~4 
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a f , 
'. , Soe aeee Wan Cas ee ee a ee “Ho ver 
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+. To the Honourable Kmght Sir-Robert. 
° 1° Karre, Geatleman of bis Highnéffes ... 
a ore Bed-chamber. |. - go 
pO GER Ct yeep ae aed 2 
ood gic ee a 
oF Am come to thac tendernefle of con- 
 -Afcience,; thathaeed a pardan-fox mean- 
“ing co'cometo’ Newmarket in this: weather. 

‘If Fhad'come, I muft have asked youmany. 
reall pardons, for the many. importunities 
that I fhould have ufed towards you. But 
fince I have divers errands thither, (except 
I belie my felf in that phrafe, fince it is all 
one erfarid to promove mine own bufines, 
and to receive yourcommands ) I fhall give 
you but'd fhoit refpit, fince I fhall follow 
this paper. withintwo dayes. And thatI 
accufe my felf, no farther chen Iam guilty ) 
the principall reafon of my breaking the. 
appointment of waiting upon M. Rawlins , 

was, that Iunderftood the King was from 

Newmarket, and for comming thither in 

the Kings abfence, I never heard of excufe, 
except — 


| 
at . 


4 Perfansof Honour. 


except when Butler fends a defperate Pati- 
entin a Conftimption thicher'for good aire, 
whichis an ill errand now. Befides that I 
could not well come tll now, ( for there 
are very few dayes paft,fincel took Orders) 
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there can be no loffe.in my abfence excepe _ 
when come , my Lord fhould have thére~. 


by the leffelatitude , ‘to procure the Kings 
Letters to: Cambridge. {-befeech you there- 
fore, take fome occafton to refrefh’ that 
bufinefle to his Lordfhip, by prefenting - 
my name, and purpofe of comming very | 
fhortly = arid be contentto receive me,who’ 


have been ever your fervant, to the additi- 


x 


a % , ’ , 
(eee : 
«oe ; ‘ wsoowe 
" a » pt ee . * 
= . . . ‘ ‘ ‘@ 
e 
- 43 tt) Your poor Chaplatne: 
- ‘ ‘ wor, " 
"¢ ? oe . € ? =° es 7 : wee 
. . 
Se , ' 
ae ‘ . : me 
: as ; 


27 January. . _ 


sd . 
a! 


| a. J. Donne. ; 


° : ‘ = . 
: t . A 5 . 
. es 7 ’ 
4. ary : > 
: ‘ Pp’ ’ 
z ¢ = - : P i Te ; 
. ee 3 : : a4 ; 
. id ° . 
: , : a oy F 
. ; * . é i 
we? ’ i ‘ : ; 
: any ‘ ” 


290 Letters to feverall ; 
~ Tothe Right Honourable the Lord Vifcouns 
| of Rochefter. = 


My met Honanrable good Lord, 


A. Freer I was grown to be your Lord- 
A tips, by all the titles thacI could © 
_ thinketupon, a hach pleafed your Lordfhip 
. - conjake another tiketo me, by buying me, 

You. may. have many better bargaines- in 
your purchafes, buc never a beter title then: 

tq me, nex.any thing which you may call 
youte mereabfolucely and intirely. It there- 
forelappeare before your Lordfhip fome-- 
times in thefe Letters of thankfulneffe, ic: 
may be an excufable boldneffe, becaufe they 
ane yer sof: your evidences by which you. 
hold me. Iknow there may be arte : 
importunity. even in chankfulnefle: bue 
your Lordthip is got above the danger of 

“fuffering that from me, or my Letters, both: 
~ becaufe my thankfulneffe cannot reach to- 

the benefits already received’, and: becaufe 
thefaxour of receiving my Letters is anew 


benefit. 


Perfons of Honour, 
benefit. And fince good Divines have 
made this argument againft deniers of the 
Refurre&tion , that it 1s eafier for God to 
recollect the Principles, and Elements of 


our bodies, howfoever they be {cattered, 


then ic was at firft tocreate. chem of not 


thing , I cannot doubt, bat thac any .di- | 


ftraGtions or diverfions .in the ways of my 


hopes, will be eafier to your Lordfhipta 
" reunite, then ic was to create them. Efpe- 


cially fince you are already fo near per- 
fecting them , thac if it agreed wich your 


Lordfhips purpofes , I Should never with 


other ftation, then fuch as might make me 


fill, and onely 
Your Lordjhoips , 
> Mi bumble and devoted ferven 


ea: * 


“x 


io: ieee 


.; , "Rothe: Hendnrable Knight Sir Robert’; 
(22, ee ee Karre.. “s Cees di 
OER, ! ay fae Was ee ~ i: Par -. 
Eft you fhould: think your {elfe too: 

~ , Siusmuchtbeholding'to your fortune, and- 

— fe relie too much upon: her hereafter, [ 

— ams-bélidcoltell:you, thatic is notondy = -— 

your. good-fortune that hath: preferyed you: 
from the importunity of my vifits, all: chis: 
time. For my ill fortune, which is fron- 
att y-thenany -mdas good-forrune, hath — - 
coneired-isthe plotto keep us aftinder, — 
by infeéting one in my houfe with the: 
Meafels. But all that, is fo fafely over- 
worne , that I dare, not onely defire to. 
put my felfe into: your prefence, but by. 
your mediation , a. litle farther. For,. 
efteeming my felfe, by fo gooda title , as 
wiy'‘Tords-own words , to be under his. 

_ providence, and‘care ef my fortune, I 
make it the beft part of my. ftudies how I. 
might eafe his Lordfhip by. finding out: 

GL: 


i oe  fome-. 


tome 
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-fomething for my felfe. Which, becaufel 


thinkeI have done ; as though I had done 
him a fervice therein, adventure to defire 
to fpeake with him, which I befeech you 
to.advance ,in addition to. your many fa 

vours and benefits tome, And if you i 
occafion to fend any of your-fervants to 
this tcown., to give me notice, what times 
are fitteft for meto waite, to injoy your fa- 
vour herein.. My bufineffe is of that nature, 
that loffe of time may make it much more: 
difficult , and. may give courage to the ill. 


fortune of : . . (.. ; 2 : 
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To your ff. 


Srrk, | | 
'F Make fhifetochinkthatI promifed you 
| Pes book of French Satyrs.Iff did not,yee’ 
it may have the grace of acceptation, both _ 
ag itisa vety forward and early fruit, fince. 
it comes betoteic was looked for ; and as 
iccomes fromt a good root, whichisan ._ 
~ importune defire to ferve you. “Which 
fince 1 faw from the beginning , thar I 
fhould never do in any greatthing, itis 
time to beginto try now, whether by of- 
ten doing litcle fervices, I can come to- 
wards any equivalence. For , except I can 
make a rule of nacurall philofophy , ferve 
alfo in morall offices, that asthe frongelt | 
bodies are made of the{malleft particles fo 
the ftrongeft friendfhips may be made of 
often iterating {mall officioulneffes » feel 
gan be good for nothing. Except you know 
. reafon tothe contrary , Ipray deliver this 
Letter according tothe addreffe. It hath no 
: | bufineffe, 


a | es | : : 


[fo aS, Se a ee 


. : ; ? ae __ - ¥ 
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bufineffe, nor importunity ; butas by our 
Law, aman may be Felo defe, if he kill 
himfelf, fo I think a man may be Fur de /e, 
ifhe fteale himfelfe out of the memory of _ 
them ,. which are content to harbour 
him. And now I begin to beloathtobe | 
loft , fince I have afforded my felfe fome 
valuation and price, ever fince I received 
the ftampeandimpreflion ofbeing = 


Your very bumble and affeCtionate fer vant 


oe i. Donne. 


"Th the Honourable Knight Sir Robert Karre, 
Gentlemanof bis FlighnefJes Bed-chamber, 


Sik, | — 
J Have always your leavetoufe my liber- 
| I, bur now I muft ule my bondage. 
Which is my neceflicy of obeying a pre- 
contract laid upon me. f goto morrow to _ 
Camberwell a. mile beyond Southwark, a 
- ‘om 


296° 


CE eek = 


what recompenfed, i 
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from this town ’goes' with me my brother’ - 
Sit Tho. Grimes and -his Lady; and I with 
them. There we dine well enough I war- 


"gant you, with his father-in-law, Sir Tho, 


Flunt. \f keep my whole promife ,.1 shalt 


Preach both forenoon and afternoon. But 


I will obey your commandments for my ; 
teturn. If you cannot be there -by 10, do 
not put your felfe upon the way: for, Sir; 


| you have done me mor¢ehonour, then [can 


e worthy of, in mifsing me fo diligently, 
Ican hopetohear M. Moulin again: or ru- 
minate what I have heretofore heard. The 
onely miffe that I fhall have is ofthe ho- 
nour of waiting upon you which is fome- 


thereby you take 


- octafion of not putting not your felf to that 


of 


pain, tobe more aflured of the inabilities 


Your unworthy fervant 


> 


Od. Donne. 
ee: . Tp = 
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To the Fdonourable Knight, Sir 
Robert Karre. - 


SIR, 


. [ Sought you yefterday witha purpofe 


of accomplifhing my health, by the 
~ honour of kifling your hands, But I finde 


by my going abroad, that as the firft Chri- 


ftians were forced to admit fome Fewifh 
Ceremonies, onely to burie the Synagogue 
with honour, fo my Feaver will have fo 


much reverenceand refpect, as that muft_ 


keep fometimes at home. I muft there- 
fore be bold to put you to the pain of con- 
fidering me. If therefore my Lord upon 
~ your deliverie of iy laft Letter, {aid no- 
_ thingto you of the purpofe thereof, let me 
tell you now, that is was, that in obedience 
of his commandment, to acquaint him 
with any thing which might advantage 
me, I was bold to prefent that which I 
.. heard, which was that Sir D. Carlton was 

ae 2¢. likely 
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likely to bee removed from Venice, to the 
States; of whichif my Lord faid nothing 
to you, I befeech you adde thus much to. 
your many other Favours, to intreate my 
Lordat his beft commodity, to.afford mee 


the favour of {peaking with him. But if 


_heehave already opened himfelfe fo farre 


to you, as that you may take knowledge » | 
thereof tohim, then you may eafe him of | 


~ thactrouble of giving mee an Audience, 


mee capable of it : as, for your, owne 


by troubling your felfe thus much-more,, 


astotellhim in my behalfe, and from 
nice, thatthough Sir D. (Carlton bee nor 
semoved, yet that place with the States 
lying open, there is a faire field of exer- 


cifing his favour towards mee, and of con- 


fticuting. a Fortune to mee, and ( that 
‘which is more ) of a meanes fer mee to 
doe him particular fervices.. And Sir, as 
I doethroughly fubmit theend and effect — 
of all Projects to his Lordfhips will, fo 
doe I this beginning thereof , to your 
Advice and Counfell', if you thinke 


fake, 
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| fake, I befeech youte doe, om noe you have 
admitted mee for = 


— Your humble fervant 
J. Donne. 


To the Bonoured Kuight, Sir 
Robert Karre. : 


SIR, 
| Amend to no pu: “pole, 1 nor have any 

ufe of this inchoation of health, which 
1 finde, except I preferve my roome, and 
ftation in you. I beginne to bee paft 
hope of dying : And 1 feele that a little 
ragge of Monte Magor, which I read laft 
time I was in your Chamber , hath — 
wrought prophetically upon mee, which 
is, that Death came fo faft towards. mee, 
that the over-joy of that recovered mee. 

— Sur, I meafure not my health by my ap- 
petite, but onely by my abilitie to come 
to kiffe your hands: which fince I can- 

‘Not ‘hope : in the, compafle of a few dayes, 

242 2 I be- 
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i befeech you pardon mee both thefe in- 
ae of this Letter, and of that with- 
in it, And though Schoole-men dif- 
pute , whether a married man dying, 
and being by Miracle raifed again, muft 


bee remarried, yet lec your Friendfhip , 


( which is a Nobler learning ) bee con- 


tent to admit mee, after this Refurreéti- 


on, to bee ftill that which I was mens 


< afd fhall ever continue, 


Tour moft bumble and thankfull 
Servant 
J. Donne: 


a0, Mar.. 


“" To . 
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To the Honourable Kuight , Sir 
Robert Karre. | 


~—~S1R, 


T Hen! was almoft at Court, I met ~ 

~ the Princes Coach: I thinkeI o- = — 
beyed your purpofes beft therefore, in 
comming hither. I amfure I provided 
beft for my felfe thereby ; fince my beft de- 

ree of underftanding isto bee governed 

* you. I befeech you give mee an affig- 
nation where | may wait upon you at your . 
commoditiethis Evening. “Fill the per- 
formance of which commandment from: 
you, I refthere in the red Lion. 


Your verythankefull and affetBonate 
Servant 


J. Donne. 
243  £xo 


ee 


on 


ey 
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To the Honouyable Knight, Sir Robert Karre. 
‘Sir, 


Was loth'to bee the onely man who 
fhould have no part in this great F efti- 


vail ; I thought therefore to celebrate 


that well, by {pending fome part of ‘ic in 
your company. ‘T’his made mee feek you 
againe this after.noone , though I were 


! guilty to my felfe of having done fo every 


day fince your comming. I confeffe fuch | 
an importunity is worthy to be punifhed 


7 _ with {uch amiffing; yet, becaule it is the 


a 4: Novemb. 


likelieft reparation of my Fortunes to hope 
upon Reverfions, I would be glad of that 
Title in you : that, after folemnities, and 


bufineffes, and pleafures be paffed over, my 


_ time may come, and you may afford fome 


of your laft leifures to 


. Tour affectionate and humble fervant 
| J: Donne. . 
| To 
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To the Honourable Knight , Sir 
Roserr Kanre, | 
Sir, : 
2 vo mans hatte gives me the shank 
| XL | tage, thar Iam excufable in a fhore 

Letter, elfe I fhould not pardon it to my 
felfe. I fhall obey your commandment of | 
comming fo neare you. upon Michaelmas 
day, as by a Meflage to aske you: whether 

that orthe nexe morning bee the fitreft to 
follicite your further Favour: You un- 
derftand all Vertuefo well, as you may be 
‘pleafed to call. to. minde what thankeful- 

' nefleand fervices aredueto you from me, 
and beleeve.them all to bee expreffed. in 
this ragge of Paper, which gives you new 
affurance, that! am ever | 


Your moft humble firvan. 
J. Donne. 


To. 
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~ To your felfe, 


IR, | TT * 
| F I fhall never beableto doyouany reall — 
J fervice, yet you may make this profit of . 


’ me, that you be hereafter more cautelous 


in a into your knowledge, per- 
fons fo ufeleffe , and importune. But be- 
fore you come to fo perfect a knowledge of 


me, as to abandon me, go forward in 


your favoursto me, fofarre, as todeliver _ 
this Letter according to the addrefle, I . 
think I fhould not come nearer his prefence _ 
then bya Letter: and lam fure, I would 
come no other way, but by you. Be you 
therefore pleafed, by thefe noble favoursto 


Me, tocontinuein me the comfort which 


Drury houfe, 23 Sept, 


Thave in being 


Your very bumble and hankfull fervant 


‘J. Donne. ~ 


7 
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- Tothe Right Honourable Sir Robert Karre. 


SIR, | : 
Few hours after I had the honour of 


“LA your Letter , [had another from my 


Lord of Bath and Wells, commanding 


from the King a Copy of my Sermon. I 


am in preparations of that, with diligence, 


yecthis morning { waited upon his Lord- 
Ship, and laid up in him this truth , that of 


the B. of Canterburies Sermon, to this hour, 
I never heard fyllable, nor what way, nor 


-- upon what points he went: And for mine, 


it was put into that very order, in which 
I. delivered it, more then two moneths 
fince. Freely toyou I fay, I would! were 


alitcle more guilty: Onely mine innocency 
makes me afraid. 1 hoped for the Kings 


approbation heretofore ia many of my Ser- 


» mons; and have had it. But yefterday I | 


came very near looking for thanks ; for, in 
my life, I was never in any one peece, fo 


ftudious of his fervice. Therefore, excepti- 


Rr ons 


a a, cat a eee te i ge 
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at this,lam afraid, 1¢ was rather brought — 
thither , then met there. If you knowany 

more, fit for me, ( becaufeI hold that unfit 
for me, to appear inmy Matters fight, as 
long as this cloud hangs, and therefore, this 
day forbear my ordinary waitings ) I be- 
feech youtointimateitto, © 


 Taar'very bumble and very thankfull errant 


}. Donne. 


, Ta the Ri ight Edonourable Sir Robert Karre, 


> atCourt, — 


9 


S IR, -. G are —  * 
[ Humbly thanke you, forthis continu- — 
& ing me in your memory, and enlarging — 
— mefofar, ‘as tothe. memory of my Sove- 

raign, and (I hope) my: Mafter. My Tenets. 
arcalways , forthe prefervatioh of theRe- 


ligion. 
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ligion1 was bora in, and the peace ofthe 
State, and the rectifying of the Confcience; 
in thefeI fhall walke , and as Ihave from 
you anew feal thereof, in this Letter, fo] 
 hadever evidencein mine own. obfervati. 
on, that thefe ways. were truly; as they are 
juftly, acceptable in his Majefties eare. Our 
blefled’Saviour multiply unto him all blef= 
fings, Amen. _"e@ «3 


Your very true and intire fervant in Chr: Jef 


ae j.Donne. 7: 


ToathaRight Honourable Sir Robert Karre, 


Sir, Fe 
Was this morning at your door, fome- — 
‘what early, and I am put into fucha 
diftafte of my laft Sermon, as thatI dare 
not practife any part of ic, and therefore 
though I faid then. that -weare bound to 
by Rr2  —‘fpeake 
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fpeake aloud, though we awaken. men, 


and makethem froward, yet after two-or 
three modeft knocks at the door, I went 
away. Yet I underftood after, the King 


was gone abroad , and thought you might 


be gone with him. I cameto give you an 


accountof that, which this. does as well. . 
F have now put into my Lord of Bathand 


Wells hand’ the Sernron faithfully. ex{crci- 


bed.I befeech you be pleafed to hearken far- 


ther. after it,l.ami ftill upon my jealoufie,that 


the King brought thither fome difaffecti- 
ontowards me, grounded. upon fome o. 
ther demerit of mine,, andtook it not from: 
the Sermon. For, as Card. (ufanus writ a: 
Book Cribratio Alchorani, 1 have cribrated, 
andre cribated,and poft-cribated: the Ser- 
mon,.and muft neceffarily fay, the King 
who hath lec fall his eye upon fome of my 
Poems, never faw, of mine, ahand; or an 
eye, or an afleCtion, fetcdown with fo much 
ftudy, and diligence,and labour offyllables, | 
as in this Sermon I exprefled thofe two. 


points, which [take fo much ‘to corduce: 


‘ ~ 9” ate : ct. 
onion ~ e 
. : 
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to his fervice, the imprinting. of perfuafi- 
bility and obedience in the fubje&, And: - 
- the breaking of the bed of whifperers, by 
cafting ina bone, of making them fulpec& 
and diftruft one another. [ remember I 
heard the old King fay of agood Sermon, 
that he thought the Preacher never had 
_ thought of his Sermon, till he fpokeic, ic 
feemed to him negligently and extemporal. 
ly fpoken. And! knew that he had weigh. © 
ed every fyllable, for halfe a year before, 
which made me ‘conclude, that. the King 
had before, fome prejudice upon him. So; 
the beft of my hope is, that fome over bold 
~ allufions, or exprefsions in the way, might 
~ diverthis Majefty from.youchfafing to ob- 
ferve the frame,and.purpofe of the Sermon. 
When he fees the generallfcope, I hope his. 
goodnefle will pardon collaterall efcapes.f 
intreated the B. to aske his Majefty, whe- 
ther his difpleafure extended fo farre;as that 
I fhould forbear waiting, and appearing in. 
his pretence, and [ had: a. return, that £ 
mightcome. Tull Lhad that, I would. not 

| Rr 3 offer. 


310 


Letters to feverall 


offer to put my felf under your rook: To. 


. day I come, for that purpofe, to fay prayers. 


And if,in any degree, my healch fuffer it, I 


~ fhall do fo, to morrow. Ifany thing fall in- 


‘toyour obfervation before that, (becaufe . 


the B. is likely to fpeake to the King of it, 
perchance, this night ) if ic amount to 
{uch an increafe of difpleafure, as that it 
might be unfit for meto appear, I befeech 
you afford me the knowledge. Otherwife, 
[am likely to inquire of you perfonally,to 
morrow before nine inthe Morning, and 


to put into your prefence then 
Your very bumble and very true, and 
very honeft fervant to God and 
the King and you 


—  . J. Donne. - 


prt yefterday to my . Duke, bymy 
EL. Carlilewhoaffured me ofa gracious ac- 


ceptation of my putting mny felf in hispro- 
techion. ne er he 2a 
| ee” To 


wet te 
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| To the Right Honourable Sir Robert Karte, 


at (onit, | 


SiR, 


enlarge to me, of eating in your chant- 


ber, you might fufpect that I refervedit for 
greater boldnefles, and would not {pend 


icin this. But, in good faith, ] do not eat 


~ before, nor can after, cill { have been at 


home, fo much hath my this years debi- 
lity difabled me,even for receiving favours. 
After the Sermon, 1 will fteal into my 


_ Coach home, and pray that.my good pur- 


FI fhould refufe the liberty which yon 


pofe may be well accepted, and my defeats 


gracioutly pardoned. Amen, _ = 
ours éntinel 
J. Donne. 


Twill be at your chamber ag one after noon.  . e 


, To | 


a2 
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To the Right Honourable Sir Robert Karre, 
at Court. . _ * 


~—6SaIR, 

J Purfued my ambition of having the ho- 
nour to kifle your hands fome where, 
fo farre , as to inform my felfe occafional- - 
ly of my great neighbour. And I perceive 
he is under an inundation of uncertain — 
commers, which he cannot deveft, ex- 
cept I had your leave, to {peake plain to 
him. Afecond incenvenience is, that he is 
fo deafe, that we muft a to the whole 


—houfe, if we will fpeake tohim. Anda 


third is, that I am ina riddling, rather 
a juggling indifpofition , faft and loofe, 
and therefore dare not ftirre farre.' Yet Sir, 
Tam notthereby unfit to receive the honor 
of feeing you here, if greater bufineffe have 


not overcome, or Worn out, your for-— 


mer inclinablenefle to come into thefe 


quarters. If you fhall be pleafed to fay to 


my man, that you will make as though 
| : you 


Perfons of Honour. 


you dined with meto day andcome,if your 
bufineffe require your going to his Lord- 
fhip , you may dine with him, after you 
have fafted with me. To day, or any day, 


* which may be more yours, I aske it of 


you withall earneftneffe, on this fide im- 
portunity, which isthedeteftationof = 


Your bumnbleft and thamkfullef fervant 


}. Donne. . 


a To the Riche. Honowrable Sir Robert Karre, — 
: De et } 


es 


S a , | e s | et 
His morning I have received a figni- 


fication from my Lord Chamber- | 


laine, that his Majefty hath commanded 


to morrows SermonatS. James; Andthat | 
it is in the after-noon; (for, into my - 


mouth there mutt not enter the word,after- 


dinner, becaufe that day thereenters no 
“i sf dinner 
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a 
dinner into. my mouth.) Towards the 
time of the fervice, laske your leave, that I 
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may hide my felfe in your out-chamber. - 
Or if bufineffe, or privateneffe, or compa- 


ny make that inconvenient, that you will 
be pleafed to affigne fome fervant of yours 


to fhew me the Clofer, when I come to 
your chamber. Ihave no other way there, 


but you, which I fay not,as though I had 


not aflurance enough therein , but becaufe 
_.you have too much trouble thereby; norI 


have no other end there, then the Pulpit : 
you are my ftation, and that my exaltation, 
And in both, I fhall ever endevour, to keep. 

you from being forry for having thought 
well of or being afhamed of having tefti- 


| fied well for 


Tour poor and very true 
fervent ‘i Chr, Te/. 
| - J. Donne? 
des, os e 


fa ee aie Rae eel are 
XN 7 
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To the Honourable Knight Sir Robert Karre, 


at Court. - 
$1 Ry, ae 
| Have obeyed the formes of our Church 


of Pauls fo much, asto have been a fo- 


~Temn Chriftmas mian, and tryed conclufi- 


ons upon my felfe , how I could fit out the 


fiege of new faces,every dinner. Sorhat I — 
_ have not feen the B. in fome weeks. And 


I know not whether fe bein cafe, to afford 
that privacy, which you juftly defire. This 
day, am in my bondage of entertaining. 
Suppers I prefume,are inconvenient to you. 
But this evening I will {pie upon the B. and 


give youan account to morrow morning 


of his difpofition, when, if he cannot be 


-Jintire.to you, fince you are gone fo farre 


downwards in your favours to me,be plea- 
fedto purfue your humiliation fo farreas. 


~ tochufeyourday, and. either to fuffer the 
folitude of this place, or to change it, by 
fuch company, as fhall waite upon you, 


_ 


and ~~ 
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and come asa vifitor and overfeer of this 
Hofpieall of mine, and dine or fip at this 


. miferable chezmey. 


Your buonbleft and shankfullef fervane 
- 1626, * | 
as j }. Donne. 1b 


Tomy Noble friend M*™ Cokin at 
ate, Afhburne, | 


My wobleft fiffer,, a 
Bo thac it 1s fweetned by your 
‘command, nothing could trouble me 
more, then to write of my felf Yer, ifI- 
would haveit known, I nault write it my 
felt, for,I neithertell children,nor fervants, 
my ttate. E have never good: temper , nor 


good pute, nor. good appetite, nor good 


| Meeps Yee; I have fo.mach leafure to-recol- 


feG&t my felf, as chat I canthinke I have been 
long thus, ox often.thus. [ am mot alive,. 
ie. aa becaufe 


becaufe I have not had enough upon meto 
kill me, but becaufe ic pleafes God to pafle 
me through many infirmities before he 
_ takemeeither by thofe particular remem- 
brances, to bring me to particular repen- 
tances, or by them to give me hope of his 
particular mercies in heaven. Therefore. 
have I been more affeted with Coughs in 
_vehemence, more with deafenefle, more 
with toothach, more with the:vurbah, then, 
heretofore. All chis.mellows. me for hea-. 
ven, and {0 fermease me in this, world, as 
fhall need no long concodtion in the grave, 
but haften co therefurrection. Not onely 
tobe nearer that grave, but to be nearer to. 
the fervice of the Church, as long as I fhall 
be ableto.do any, J purpolé, God willing, 
to be ac London, within a fortnight after your 
receit of this, as well. becaufe 1am under. 
the obligation of preaching at Pauls upon: 
Candlemas day,as becaufel know nothing. 
tothe contrary, but that [may be called'to: - 
Court, for Lent fervice; and my witnefle: 
is in heaven, that [ never left out S.Dinftans, 
| fae when. 


\ ee —— nen ENN eas 
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when I was able to do them that fervice: 
nor willnow; though they chat know the 
fate of chat Church well, know that! am 
not fo bound, as the world thinks,to preach. 

there; for, [make not a fhilling profit of 

S. Danftans as a Church. man, but asmyL. — 
of Dorfet gave me the leafe of the Impropri- 
ation, for a certain rent, and a higher rent, 

- thé my-predeceffor had it at. This I am fain 
to fay often, becaufe they that know it hot, . 
have defamed me, of a defeGtivenels to- 
wards that Church, and even that mifta- 
king of theirs Lever have, and ever fhallen- 
devour to rectifie, by as often preaching 
thereasmy condition of body will admic. 
Allour-company here is well, but not ac 
home now,when I write ; for, left Ifhould 
not have another return co Lindon, before 

~ the day of your Carrier, 1 write this,and reft 


| 1s Jan.16 Oo) —_ as - =. ; me 
| Fe Tour very affeétionate fervant, 
a and friend, and biother — 


* use aud oe tee J. Donne, | 
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